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FOREWORD

“The Child in Flanders”, a separate publication since 2000, has been a success. 3,000
copies of the first report were distributed. The report has al so been available for
consultation on the Child and Famly website, with an English version for interested
parties abroad.

“The Child in Flanders” has becone the reference work for anyone seeking information

about young children in Fl anders.

The second edition is now ready, with updated figures and a nunber of additions to
the content. A broad palette of information, not only statistics but also information
about concrete aspects of the circunmstances in which young children live, such as
child care, deprivation, passive smoking, .. and about the social and nedical
devel opment of young children. Special attention has been given to cot death, hearing

defects, accidents and breast-feedi ng.

The mission of Child and Family is, together with its partners, to create as nmany
opportunities as possible for every child, no matter where it was born and how it
grows up. It is hoped that “The Child in Flanders” will prove to be a useful and
reliable reference source for the formul ati on of concrete policy objectives and for
eval uating the inpact of policy being pursued, not only for Child and Famly itself,

but also for its partners in health and social services, the nedia, students, etc. W



want this instrunent to reach everyone involved with young children in Fl anders.
Bea Buysse

scientific adviser

Chapter 1.

The child population: 2000 did not bring a mllennium baby
boom

In the “hype” around the transition to the year 2000, there was specul ation in
many quarters that the year 2000 would al so witness a baby boom However, the
nunber of births in 2000 stayed at the sane level as in 1999

This chapter first presents various figures and then goes on to explain these

figures, indicate trends and place the figures in a European context.

In addition to children born in Flanders, there are also children who have cone
fromother countries: immgrants, including adopted children and asyl um seekers.

These figures will also be interpreted.

1. Nunber of births

In 2000, there were 61,877 live births in the Region of Flanders (provisiona
figure). This figure remai ned practically unchanged in conparison with 1999 (see
Table 1.1 and Figure 1.2). (The birth rate in the Region of Flanders in 2000 is a

new record | ow since the Second Wrl d War.

Births
1999 61, 906
2000 61, 877

1.1 Number of live births in the Region of Fl anders
Source: NI'S - Population trend

* Provisional figure
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1.2 Trend in the nunber of births in the Region of Flanders since 1990

Source: NI'S - Population trend

Table 1.3 shows the nunber of births per province. In Antwerp, Flanders-Brabant
and Li nbourg, the nunber of births is lower than in 1999

In East Flanders and West Flanders there was a slight rise in the nunber of
births.

Figure 1.4 shows the trend in the nunber of births in each province since 1980.

Births by province

1999 2000*
Ant wer p 17, 608 17,579
FI ander s- Br abant 10, 643 10, 562
West Fl anders 11, 227 11, 253
East Fl anders 14, 287 14, 454
Li mbour g 8, 141 8, 029

1.3 Nunber of live births per province
Source: NS - Population trend

* Provisional figures
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1.4 Trend in the nunber of live births by province

Source: NI'S - Population trend

2. Immigration, adoption, asylum seekers

In addition to children born in Flanders, there are children who conme to Flanders
as inmgrants either fromthe Walloon or Brussels Regions, or from outside
Bel gi um

In this context, we also present figures for adoptions — the mgjority of adoptions
in Flanders are intercountry adoptions — and figures for mnors who are asyl um

seekers.

2.1. Immgration

In 1999, 4,839 children aged under 12 nmigrated to the Region of Flanders from
other countries. This figure is approx. 10.8% higher than in 1998. In addition
3,852 children mgrated fromthe Regi on of Brussels and the Walloon Regi on. The
nunber of migrations fromother regions renmained virtually unchanged conpared with
1998 (see Table 1.5).

| mm gration

From anot her Regi on From out si de Bel gi um

1998 1999 1998 1999



Chil dren aged under 3 1, 147 1,156 1,111 1,183
Children aged 3-6 1,109 1,089 1, 248 1,426
Chil dren aged 6-12 1,588 1, 607 2,010 2,230
Tot al 3,844 3, 852 4, 369 4,839

1.5 Nunber of children aged under 12 migrating to the Region of Flanders from another
Regi on or from outside Bel gi um

Source: NI'S - Population trend

2.2. Adoption

In the course of 2000, the authorised adoption services* placed a total of 245
children for adoption. This was 31 nore than in 1999. The mpjority of placements
were of children who came from abroad (86% (see Table 1.6 and Figure 1.7).

The children from outside Bel giumcanme mainly fromlIndia, China, Ethiopia,

Vietnam Haiti, the Philippines, Romania, and Russia (see Table 1.6).

At the time of placenment in a famly, 45.7%of the children were under 1 year old
and 26. 1% were between 1 and 2 years old. About 28% of the children were 2 years
old or older (see Table 1.8).

The average age was 1.5 and was unchanged from 1999

In 54.3% of adoptions, the child was adopted by a childless famly. In the case of
pl acement in a famly with children, the adopted child was usually younger than
the children in the famly. A total of 4.9% of the children were placed with one

or nmore other children (see Table 1.9).

Most of the adoptive parents were aged between 30 and 45. In conparison with 1999
the average age of the adoptive father was 37.6 and of the adoptive nother 35.7.
The average age of the adoptive father had remained virtually unchanged, whereas
the average age of the adoptive nother had fallen by 0.4 years. Atotal of 11

children had no adoptive father and 1 child had no adoptive nother.

* No information is available on the nunber of “free” adoptions, i.e. adoptions not

arranged t hrough an authori sed adopti on servi ce.

Adopted chil dren



1999 2000
Nunber % Nunber %

Born in Bel gi um 30 14.0 35 14.3
Born in other countries

I ndi a 36 16. 8 35 14. 3
Chi na 19 .9 34 13.9
Et hi opi a 18 8.4 31 12. 7
Vi et nam 24 11.2 27 11.0
Hai t i 11 5.1 23 9.4
The Phili ppi nes 12 5.6 19 7.8
Ronani a 19 8.9 15 6.1
Russi a 12 5.6 10 4.1
Sri Lanka 2 0.9 3 1.2
Bul gari a 3 1.4 2 0.8
Col onbi a 11 5.1 2 0.8
Ecuador 4 1.9 2 0.8
Mol davi a 7 3.3 2 0.8
South Africa 0 0.0 2 0.8
Chile 1 0.5 1 0.4
El Sal vador 1 0.5 1 0.4
Thai | and 3 1.4 1 0.4
Bol i vi a 1 0.5 0 0.0
Total figure for 184 86.0 210 85.7
children fromother countries

Tot al 214 100.0 245 100.0

1.6 Children placed for adoption:

Sour ce:

Child and Famly - Adoption statistics

nunbers by countries of origin



Adoption trends
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1.7 Trend in the nunber of children placed for adoption since 1991

Source: Child and Family - Adoption statistics
Age on adoption
1999 2000
I n whol e years Nunber % Nunber %
0 years 84 39.3 112 45. 7
1 year 61 28.5 64 26.1
2 years 28 13.1 25 10. 2
3 years 12 5.6 16 6.5
4 years 7 3.3 10 4.1
5-9 years 17 7.9 11 4.5
10- 14 years 5 2.3 7 2.9
Tot al 214 100.0 245 100.0
1.8 Age of children on placenent for adoption
Source: Child and Fanmily - Adoption statistics
Position in the famly

Nunber %
Childless fam ly. placenent of 1 child 123 50.2
Childless famly. placenent of nore than 1 child 10 4.1



10
Family with children. placement of
1 child as the ol dest child 3 1.2

Family with children. placenment of

1 child as the youngest child 96 39.2
Famly with children. placement of 1 child as

neither the ol dest nor the youngest child 1 0.4
Famly with children. placement of nore than 1 child.

all older than the existing children 3 1.2
Famly with children. placement of nore than 1 child.

all younger than the existing children 9 3.7

Tot al 245 100.0

1.9 Children placed for adoption by nunber of children placed and position in the
adoptive famly - 2000

Source: Child and Fanmily - Adoption statistics

2.3. Mnors as asylum seekers

Young asyl um seekers come into Belgiumwi th or without their parents. In 2000
(provisional figures) the nunber of minors who applied for asylumon their own
behal f was 1,332, of whom 82 were under the age of 5 and 97 were aged between 5
and 10. There were fewer ninors as asylum seekers than in 1999; when there were
1,834. The nunber of minors included in a parent's application for asylumis not
yet known for 2000. In 1999 over 11,000 young asylum seekers were included in a

parent's application (see Table 1.10).

M nors as asylum seekers

1999 2000
M nors included in a parent’s asylum applicationll 398 n/ a
M nors as asylum seekers (1)
aged under 5 86 82
aged 5-10 115 97
aged 10-15 453 394

aged 15-18 1 180 759
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Total for minors as asylum seekers (1) 1,834 1, 332

1.10 Numbers of minors as asylum seekers in Bel gi um
Source: National Conmi ssioner for Refugees and Stateless Persons, Ofice for
Unaccomnpani ed M nors

(1) Mnors meking an individual application for asylum

3. Nunber of young children

On 01.01.00, there were 189, 825 children aged under 3 in the Region of Flanders;
there were 197,093 children aged 3-6 and 423,843 children aged 6-12 (see Table
1.11). In conparison with 1999, the nunber of children aged under 3 in the Region
of Flanders had fallen by 2,635 (-1.4% and the nunber of children aged 3-6 had
fallen by 3,556 (-1.8%. There was an increase of 2,713 (+0.6% in the number of
children aged 6-12 (see Figure 1.12).

The proportion of children aged under 3 in the population is 3.20% and the
proportion of children aged under 12 is 13.65% This proportion represents a
slight fall conpared with 1999 (see Table 1.11).

Young children

Nunber Per cent age of

popul ati on

1999 2000 1999 2000

Nunmber of children aged under 3 192, 460 189, 825 3.25 3.20

Nunmber of children aged 3-6 200, 649 197, 093 3.39 3.32

Nunber of children aged 6-6 421, 130 423, 843 7.11 7.14
Total nunber of children aged

under 12 814, 239 810, 761 13. 74 13. 65

1.11 Nunber of young children in the Region of Flanders and percentage of the
popul ation (on 1 January)

Source: NI'S - Population trend
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Figure 1.12 Trend in the nunber of children aged under 12 in the Region of Flanders

(on 1 January)

Source: NI'S - Population trend

Only a very snall

nationality: 5.3%

In this connection,

nunber of children in the Region of Flanders do not have Bel gi an

it nmust be borne in mind that the

nationality criterion is not very suitable for identifying people of foreign

origin, as a result of

i ncreased opportunities to acquire Belgian nationality.

About 15% of the children born in 2000 were born to nothers who are not of Bel gian

origin. That is to say the nother did not have Bel gian nationality when she was

born.
Children of other nationalities

Ant wer p 20.6
Fl ander s- Br abant 11.8
West Fl anders 6.1
East Fl anders 12.3
Li mbour g 22.1
Regi on of Fl anders 14.9

1.13 Children born in 2000: percentage of children whose nother is not of Belgian

origin (i.e. she did not have Bel gian nationality when she was born) by province —

Regi on of Fl anders
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Source: Child and Fanily - | KARGCS

There are major differences fromprovince to province. Linbourg has the highest
percentage of children of non-Belgian origin, i.e. 22.1%

The percentage in the province of Antwerp is 20.6% East Flanders (12.3% and
Fl ander s-Brabant (11.8% come in the nmiddle. West Flanders only has 6.1% (see
Table 1.13).

4. Expl anatory notes

The birth rate is influenced by a nunmber of social factors. W shall |ook at the
nunber of wonen, the fertility rate, the age at whi ch wonmen becone pregnant,
teenage nothers, births outside and within marriage, and people’s w shes as
regards having children.

Finally, we shall endeavour to look into the future

4.1. Wnen of chil dbearing age

An inmportant critical factor in the trend in the nunber of births is the trend in
the nunber of wonen aged 20-40, the age group in which the mgjority of births
occur. The nunber of women aged 20 to 40 continues to fall, albeit rather |ess
sharply. At the start of 2000 there were 0.8% fewer wonen aged 20 to 40 than at
the start of 1999. If one | ooks at wonen in the age group 20 to 35, there is a

decrease of 1.8% (see Figure 1.14).

Women of childbearing age
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1.14 Trend in the number of women aged 20-40 and 20-35 in the Region of Flanders
since 1990 (on 1 January)
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Source: NI'S - Population trend

4.2. Fertility rate

In 1995 (nost recent figures available), the average nunber of children per wonan
in the Region of Flanders was 1.5020 (see Table 1.15). The fertility rate is
therefore well bel ow the replacenent factor. It is assuned that a fertility rate

of 2.1 is required to replace the generation

Fertility rate

1990 1. 5508
1991 1.5794
1992 1. 5806
1993 1. 5543
1994 1. 4996
1995 1.5020

1.15 Total fertility rate - Region of Flanders

Source: NI'S - Population statistics

4.3. Getting pregnant: later and | ater

Worren are getting pregnant at later and later ages. In 1999 the average age on the
birth of a first child was 27.5 years and 30.6 years on the birth of the next
child. In the past ten years, there has been a slight but sustained increase in
the average age at which wonen give birth, in the case of both the first child and

a subsequent child (see Figure 1.16).

As worren are postponing childbearing, not only is there a greater possibility of
per manent chil dl essness, but al so, and above all, there is a | onger period of
uncertainty before they becone pregnant. There is also a greater risk of

m scarriage, of conplications of pregnancy, of giving birth prematurely, of

chronmbsonmal abnormalities and of death of the infant.
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Age on giving birth
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Figure 1.16 Average age at which wonen give birth
Source: Study Centre for Perinatal Epidemology (SPE) - Perinatal activities in

Fl ander s

4.4. Teenage not hers

There is a |link between teenage pregnancy and situations involving risks for nother
and chi | d.

Teenage nothers | eave school early, are nore at risk of poverty, and are nore likely
to be single nothers. Children of teenage nothers are nore at risk of having a | ow
birth weight, of dying within their first year of l|ife, and of becom ng teenage

not hers t hensel ves

Teenage not herhood tends to be the exception in Flanders. In 1999, 2.2% of wonen who
gave birth were under the age of 20. This has renmi ned nore or |ess the sane over the
past few years

The nunmber of births to wonen aged between 15 and 19 is 6.9 per 1000 woren of that

age group (1995, nobst recent figures).

4.5. Births and marri age

In the Region of Flanders, by far the najority of children are born within nmarriage.
In 1995 ( nost recent figures available), alnbst 9 in 10 children (88.3% were born
within marriage. The nunber of children born outside narriage shows a snall but

consi stent increase: from7%in 1990 to al nbst 12%in 1995.

4.6. Wshes as regards having children*
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When asked how many children they want, nost wonmen say that they want two children
(49.49% . There is a remarkable concentration around the figure of 2 children.
After that the percentage of wonmen who say they want 1 or 3 children is about the
same, i.e. 17.6% and 19.6% respectively. The percentages who say they want no
children or four children are also about the sanme, i.e. 6.6% and 6.8%respectively.
Virtually the sane picture energes for men (see Figure 1.17).
The source of these figures is the NEGO V followup survey carried out between
Novenber 1996 and February 1997.

W shes as regards having children

60

50 -

40 -
mWomen
W Men

30

20

10

. i

No children 1 child 2 children 3 children 4 children

1.17 Wshes as regards having children, wonmen and nmen aged 26-45 in Flanders
Source: M Callens and F. Deven, data fromthe NEGO V fol |l ow up survey (1996-97),

Centre for Popul ation and Fanily Research, Brussels

The figures vary slightly in accordance with age at the tinme of the survey. A
relatively greater proportion of the wonmen in the youngest age group surveyed (26-30)
want two children: 55.7% Rather fewer wonmen in this age group opt for no children or

four children (see Figure 1.18).
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Wishes as regards having children by age

60
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20 —
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@ 26-30 years m31-35 years [136-40 years [J41-45 years

1.18 Wshes as regards having children among wonen in Fl anders by age
Source: M Callens and F. Deven, data fromthe NEGO V fol |l owup survey (1996-97),

Centre for Popul ation and Fanily Research, Brussels

To a great extent, wonmen aged 41-45 appear to have realised their wi shes as regards
children: 80.3% say that the nunber of children they have matches their w shes (see
Figure 1.19).

It should be noted that they were asked about the desired situation and the actua
situation at the sane tinme, so that the respondents may have adjusted their answers
accordi ngly.

In conparing the desired and the actual nunber of children, account nmust be taken of
the fact that factors on which policy neasures can at nost exert only an indirect
i nfluence also play a part, such as low fertility and characteristics of the fanmly

form

* Wshes as regards having children: the survey asked about the nunber of children

want ed.

Correspondence between the current nunber of children and the nunber
want ed

Women Men
100 ﬁ 100 -
80 i ﬁ 80
60 -1
S 0 =

40 1 40

20 20 |

0 T T T T
o T T T T

26-30 31-35 36-40 41-45 26-45
years years years years years

26-30 31-35 36-40 41-45 26-45
years years years tears  years

O yes W probably BI'm notsure Onotreally Ono
ye P y y D yes M probably O0I'm notsure Jnotreally lno



18
Figure 1.19 Correspondence between the current nunber of children and the nunber
want ed by men and wonen by age - Fl anders
Source: M Callens and F. Deven, data fromthe NEGO V fol |l ow up survey (1996-97),

Centre for Popul ation and Fanily Research, Brussels

4.7. Qutlook in respect of the nunber of births

Wth regard to the fertility rate, the current pattern of behaviour is continuing
rat her than changi ng*.

The “European Val ues Studies” show that the views of the youngest generation
surveyed (born between 1961 and 1972) on fam ly val ues, such as the reciproca
obligations of parents and children, the inportance of keeping the fanily intact,
children as the fulfilnent of a dream etc., are the same as those of the
precedi ng generation. There are no signs of a return to the “traditional famly”.
The various lifestyles attract a fairly constant proportion of the popul ation.
Transl ated i nto denographi c behaviour, this means that for the time being there
will be no change in the tendency to postpone parenthood. At npbst, it can be said
that the rate of further intensification of postponenment of marriage and

par ent hood is sl owi ng down.

Nor do economic theories lead to any other conclusions at present.

Neocl assi cal econom c theory expl ai ned the second denographic transition, which
can be characterised as postponenent of marriage and parenthood, as arising froma
consci ous wei ghing up of costs and benefits. The so-called opportunity costs

|l i nked to notherhood remain considerable, and the |level of enploynent anong wonen
aged between 25 and 34 has never been as high in Flanders as it is today. There
are no signs of a change in the financial autonony of wonen, so that fromthe

vi ewpoi nt of neocl assical economic theory, the denographic trend for postponenent
can only be expected to continue, and further to weaken narriage as an

institutional framework.

Anot her inportant theory in explaining the second denographic transition is the
Easterlin vision, and fromthis viewoint also, change seenms unlikely. In this
theory, a link is seen between the fertility rate on the one hand and, on the
ot her hand, consuner aspirations devel oped in adol escence and the opportunities
for men to acquire the incone necessary to fulfil themthrough enpl oynent and a
career.

The generations born in the 1970s have very hi gh consuner aspirations: surveys
show that their priorities are material wellbeing and career. Another factor is

the strong conpetition on the | abour nmarket. On the basis of this explanatory



19

nmodel al so, the denographic trend for postponenent can be expected to continue.

In 1996, the NI'S published popul ation forecasts for the period 1995-2050. No nore
recent popul ation forecasts are as yet avail abl e.

A total of 12 scenarios were drawn up.

The NI'S puts one scenario forward as a reference scenario, since the hypotheses in
respect of deaths, births and migration contained in this scenario are regarded as
the nmost |ikely.

The reference scenari o assunes an overall fertility rate (OFR) of 1.75; the

m ni mum scenari o postulates a rate of 1.6 and the maxi num scenario a rate of 1.9.
Under the reference scenario, the fertility rate will remain virtually unchanged
until 2000. From 2001 there will be a period with a slight fall. By 2005 there
shoul d still be 61 851 births. In the m ninum scenario, the nunber of births in
2005 woul d be 57 895; in the nmaxi num scenario 66 965.

By 2000 t he number of births had already fallen bel ow the expected figure for the

m ni mum scenario (see Figure 1.20).

Births forecasts
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1. 20 Forecasts of the number of births in the Region of Flanders

* See Deboosere P., Lesthaeghe R, Surkijn J., Boulanger P.M, Lanbert A,

Hui shoudens en CGezi nnen [ Households and fanilies], NS, nonograph no. 4, 1997

5. The European cont ext
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How do the figures for and trends in births in Flanders fit into the European
context? The figures for Flanders were conmpared with national figures in Belgium
and sone other European countries, i.e. the Netherlands, Germany and France as
nei ghbouring countries, and also Italy (as a southern country), Sweden (as a

northern country) and Great Britain.

5.1. Births

A number of figures for births from 1990 are reproduced in Tables 1.21, 1.22 and
1.23: the number of births, the percentage trend in the birth rate, and the nunber
of births per 1,000 inhabitants.

Very different trends were observed in the countries investigated (see

table 1.21). In some countries, nanely France, Italy, the Netherlands and Sweden,
the nunber of births increased from 1999 to 2000. There was a decrease in Bel gi um
Germany and the United Ki ngdom

However, there are mmjor differences when these figures are conpared with the
figures for 1990 (see Table 1.22). In Germany, Belgiumand ltaly, the birth rate
was | ower in 2000 and in the UK and Sweden it was much lower. In the Netherlands

and France the birth rate in 2000 was slightly higher than in 1990.

In the EU as a whole, the birth rate increased by about 1.3% between 1999 and
2000. A rise like this had not been seen since 1994, but still it cannot really be

called a millennium baby boom

The overall fertility rate is below the replacenment |evel everywhere, a figure of
2.10 children per wonman being assumed for the latter (see Table 1.24). There has
been a nmarked decrease in Sweden from 1990 to 1998-1999. The other countries

i nvestigated have experienced small fluctuations in the fertility rate.

The age at which wonen are having children is rising everywhere. According to the
nmost recent figures available, the average age at which wonmen give birth is over
28 in all the countries investigated. The Netherlands has the hi ghest average age
at 30.3 years (see Table 1.25).

The fertility rate anong teenagers is lowin Belgium as it is in France. In
Italy, the Netherlands and Sweden, however, it is even lower. The United Ki ngdom

has a hi gh nunber of births anmong wonen under the age of 19 (see Table 1.26).

In Belgium childbirth to cohabiting couples is still the exception, but the rate

is increasing. In 1995, 17.3% of births occurred outside marriage.
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The figure is a little higher in Germany and the Netherlands. Sweden, France and
the United Ki ngdom have a nuch hi gher percentage of births outside marriage.
In ltaly, only a small percentage of births occur outside marriage (see Table
1.27).

Births
1990 1995 1998 1999 2000 Difference
1999- 2000
(in %
Regi on of Flanders 69, 492 64, 300 63,042 61,906  61,877* -0.1
Bel gi um 123,554 114,226 114,276 114,164 114, 883* +0. 6
Ger many NB 765,221 785 034 770,744 760, 000** -1. 4
of which, former FRG 727,199 681,374 682 172 664, 497
France 762,407 729,609 740,500 744,100 778, 000** +4.6
Uni ted Ki ngdom 798,612 732,049 717,081 700,192 680, 100** -2.9
ltaly 569,255 525,609 515,439 523,463 560, 100** +7.0
The Net herl ands 197,965 190,513 199,408 200, 445 206, 300** +2.9
Sweden 123,938 103, 422 89,028 88,173 89, 700** +1. 4

1.21 Nunmber of live births in certain European countries since 1990

Sour ce: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe 2000
Eurostat, Popul ation and social conditions, Statistics in focus, 12/2000
n/a: not available (reunified Gernmany from 3 Cctober 1990)

* Provisional figures

** Estimates

Births trend

1990 1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 100.0 92.5 90.7 89.1 89. 0*
Bel gi um 100.0 92.5 92.5 92.4 92. 3*
Ger many 100.0 92.2 94. 6 92.9 91. 6**
of which, former FRG 100.0 93.7 93.8 91.4

France 100.0 95.7 97.1 97.6 102.0**



United Ki ngdom 100.0
Italy 100.0
The Net herl ands 100.0
Sweden 100.0

91.7
92.3
96. 2
83. 4

89.8
90.5
100.7
71.8

87.7
92.0
101.3
71.1
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85. 2**
98. 4**
104. 2**
72. 4%*

1.22 Trend in the nunbers of

Sour ces: Council of Europe,

cal cul ati ons)

Recent

demogr aphi ¢ devel opnent s

in

live births since 1990 in certain European countries

Eur ope 2000 (own

Eurostat, Popul ation and social conditions, Statistics in focus, 16/2000
* Provisional figures
** Estimates
Births per 1,000

1990 1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 12.0 11.0 10. 7 10. 4 10. 4*
Bel gi um 12.4 11.3 11.2 11.2 11. 2¢
Ger many NB 9.4 9.6 9.4 9.2%*
of which, former FRG 11.6 10. 3 10. 2
France 13.5 12.6 12.6 12.6 13. 1**
Uni t ed Ki ngdom 13.9 12.5 12.1 11.8 11. 4**
Italy 10.0 9.2 9.0 9.1 9.7%*
The Net herl ands 13.3 12.4 12.7 12.7 13. O**
Sweden 14.5 11.7 10.1 10.0 10. 1**

1.23 Birth rate:

countries
Sour ces: Council of Europe,
Eurostat, Popul ation and socia

n/a: not avail abl e

* Provisional figures

** Estimates

condi ti ons,

nunmber of births per 1000 i nhabitants since 1990 i

Statistics in focus,

n certain European

Recent denographi ¢ devel opnents i n Europe 2000
12/ 1999

Fertility

rates

1990

1995

1998

1999



Regi on of Fl anders 1.55 1.50

Bel gi um 1.62 1.55 1.60 1.61
Ger many n/ a 1.25 1.33

of which, former FRG 1.45 1.34 1.41 1.40
France 1.78 1.70 1.75 1.77
United Ki ngdom 1.83 1.71 1.71 1.68
Italy 1.33 1.20 1.15

The Net herl ands 1.62 1.53 1.63 1.65
Sweden 2.13 1.73 1.50 1.50

1.24 Overall fertility rate per wonman since 1990 in certain European countries
Sour ces: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe 2000
NI S, Popul ation statistics

Eurostat, Popul ation and social conditions, Statistics in focus, 12/1999

n/a: not avail abl e

Age on giving birth

1990 1995 1997 1998 1999
Regi on of Fl anders 27.8 28.7 29.0 29.1 29.1
Bel gi um 27.9 28.5
Ger many 27.6 28.3 28.5 28.6
of which, former FRG 28. 2 28.6 28. 8
France 28.3 29.0 29.2 29.3
Uni t ed Ki ngdom 27.7 28.2 28.3 28.3 28. 4
Italy 28.9 29.7
The Net herl ands 29.3 30.0 30.2 30.2 30.3
Sweden 28.5 29.2 29.2 29.7 29.8

1. 25 Average age of wonen giving birth since 1990 in certain European countries
Sour ces: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe 2000

Study Centre for Perinatal Epidem ol ogy (SPE)

Teenage fertility rates
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1990 1995 1996 1997
Bel gi um 8.6 6.7
Ger many 14.6 9.4 9.6
France 9.2 6.9 6.8
United Ki ngdom 27.0 22.0 22.9
Italy 6.5 .3
The Net herl ands 6.4 4.2
Sweden 9.8 .1

1.26 Number of births per 1,000 wonen under the age of 19
Source: Eurostat, Key data in health 2000

Births outside narriage

1990 1995 1998 1999
Regi on of Fl anders 7.1 11.7
Bel gi um 11.6 17.3
Ger many 15.3 16.1 20.0
of which, former FRG 10.5 12.9 15.9
France 30.1 37.6
United Ki ngdom 27.9 33.6 37.6 38.8
Italy 6.5 8.1 9.0 9.2
The Net herl ands 11. 4 15.5 20. 8 22. 7
Sweden 47.0 53.0 54.6 55.3

1.27 Percentage of births outside marriage in certain European countries since 1990
Sources: NS, Population statistics

Counci | of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnments in Europe, 2000

5.2. Nunber of young children

The Region of Flanders is a small region within Europe. Wth 320,682 children
under the age of 5, Flenmish children represent only a very small fraction of the
nunber of young children in the European Union. On 01.01.00, there were a total of

approximately 20.2 mllion children under 5 in the European Union

Since 1995 the nunber of young children has continued to decrease. There were 7.6%
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fewer children under 5 in the Region of Flanders in 2000 than in 1995. The Region
of Flanders is one of the areas where the numbers are falling nobst steeply. Only
in Sweden (-22.6% was the fall even greater. There was only a very small fall in
France (-1% and the Netherlands (-0.5%.

Tabl e 1.28 shows the nunmber of children under 5 from 1995 onwards. Table 1.29
shows the percentage trend, with 1995 as the basis (1995 = 100).

A striking aspect of the denographic trend in European countries is the drop in
the nunber of children, which is the conplenment to the nore frequently nentioned
agei ng of the popul ation. From 1995 onwards, there has been a drop in the
percentage of young children in the overall population in all the countries

st udi ed.

In the period 1995-2000, the Region of Flanders and the United Ki ngdom cane in the
m ddl e of the range of figures for the trend in the percentage of young children
in the population (-0.5%. The drop was snaller in Gernmany (-0.3%, Italy (-0.2%,
France (-0.19% and the Netherlands (-0.2%; the drop was nuch greater in Sweden (-
1.6% (see Table 1.30).

In the next few years, the percentage of young children and the nunber of children
are expected to continue to fall. It is expected that the nunmber of children under
5 will be |ower everywhere in the EU before 2010. However, this general falling
trend is not found to the sanme degree in the different European countries. Gernmany
and Sweden in particular can expect to see a very substantial fall; a fall of
around 10%is expected in the Region of Flanders, Belgium the UK and the

Net herl ands. In France and ltaly, the percentage of children under 5 is expected
to be only a little lower in 2010 than in 1996 (see Table 1.31).

Chi |l dren aged under 5

1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 346.9 329.1 323.8 320.7
Bel gi um 615.1 584.9 579.1 577.2
Ger many 4,190.5 3,973.9 3,944.6
of which, former FRG 3,655. 4 3,527.3
France 3,623.5 3,557.2 3,586.3 3,623.3
Uni t ed Ki ngdom 3, 858.8 3,691.3 3,646.2 3,607.7
Italy 2,769.5 2,688.9 2,652.9 2,659.0
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The Net herl ands 988. 7 969. 4 976. 2 983.5
Sweden 605. 7 518.5 491. 4 468. 7

1.28 Nunber of children aged under 5 (in thousands) from 1995 onwards in certain
Eur opean countries

Source: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opments in Europe, 2000

Trend in the nunber of children

1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 100.0 94.9 93.3 92.4
Bel gi um 100.0 95.1 94.1 93.8
Ger many 100.0 96.5
of which, former FRG 100.0 94. 2
France 100.0 98. 2 99.0
United Ki ngdom 100.0 95.7 94.5 93.5
Italy 100.0 97.1 95.8 96.0
The Net herl ands 100.0 98.0 98.7 99.5
Sweden 100.0 85.6 81.1 77.4

1.29 Trend in the number of children aged under 5 from 1995 onwards in certain
Eur opean countries (1995 = 100)
Source: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe, 2000 (own

cal cul ati ons)

Per cent ages of young chil dren

1995 1998 1999 2000

Regi on of Fl anders
Bel gi um

Ger many

of which, former FRG
France

United Ki ngdom

o o g o o o
© ® N Ul B O ©
o o g bk~ oo
N N R W o N o

Italy
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The Net herl ands

Sweden

1. 30 Age structure: percentages of children aged under 5 in the overall population
from 1995 onwards in certain European countries
Sour ces: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe, 2000

NI S, Popul ation statistics

Forecasts
2000 2005 2010
Regi on of Fl anders -4.6% -6. 7% -9.4%
Bel gi um -4. 0% -5.7% -8.5%
Ger many -7.2% -17. 4% -22. 5%
France +3. 4% +0. 3% -2. 0%
United Ki ngdom -4.6% -8. 7% -11. 6%
Italy -1. 2% +2. 9% -2.2%
The Net herl ands -4.1% -5.1% -10. 8%
Sweden -19. 1% -16. 9% -16. 7%

1. 31 Prospective trends in the numbers of children aged under 5 in the period 2000-
2010 in certain European countries, in conparison with 1996

Sour ces: Eurostat, Denographic Statistics 1997

NI S, Popul ation forecasts 1995-2050

5.3. Intercountry adoption

O all the countries studied, the | owest figure for the relative nunber of
adoptions is the UK, with 0.59 per 100,000 inhabitants. Flanders also has a very
smal | nunber of intercountry adoptions at 3.54 per 100,000 inhabitants. The
Wal | oon Region, France, the Netherlands and especially Sweden have a higher rate
of intercountry adoptions than Flanders. There are no figures available for
Germany and Italy (see Tables 1.32 and 1.33).

Adopti ons

Recei ving country 1995 1998 1999 2000



Conmuni ty of Flanders (1) 202 188 184 210
Wal | oon Comuni ty 270 332 290

Ger many n/ a n/ a n/ a

France 3,028 3,777

United Ki ngdom 154 258 277 351
Italy n/ a n/ a n/ a

The Net herl ands 661 825 993

Sweden 895 928 1,019 981

28

1.32 Trend in the nunbers of intercountry adoptions in certain European countries

from 1995 onwar ds
Source: Information provided by the central authorities
(1) adoptions arranged through an authorised adoption service only

n/a: not avail abl e

Adopti ons per 100, 000

Recei ving country 1995 1998 1999 2000
Conmunity of Flanders (1) (2)3.44 3.18 3.10 3.54
Wal | oon Comunity (3) 8.15 9.98 8.70

Ger many n/ a n/ a n/ a

France 5.22 6.43

United Ki ngdom 0. 26 0. 44 0. 47 0.59
The Net herl ands 4.29 5.27 6. 30

Sweden 10. 15 10. 49 11.51 11. 07

1.33 Trends in the nunbers of intercountry adoptions per 100,000 inhabitants

certain European countries from 1995 onwards

Source: Information provided by the central authorities

(1) per 100,000 inhabitants in the Region of Flanders

(2) adoptions arranged through an authorised adoption service only
(3) per 100, 000 inhabitants in the Walloon Region

n/a: not avail abl e

Chapter 2.
Fam lies wth young children: increasing diversity

In this section, we shall be discussing the famly context of young children in

in
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Fl anders. In addition to the conposition of the famly unit, we shall |ook at the
position of grandparents. We shall also describe the child-rearing environnment -
roles and values - in the fanily.
By way of background information in the context of the famly, we shall |ook at
marri age and di vorce in Fl anders.

Finally, some of the figures for Flanders will be set in a European context.

1. Two-parent or one-parent famly?

Most young children live in a two-parent famly. The nunber of chil dren aged under
3 living in a one-parent famly amounts to 4.2% the figure is 4.4%for children
aged between 3 and 7, and 5.6% for children of primary school age. The mpjority of
children living in one-parent famlies live with their nother, since follow ng
divorce custody is still awarded to the nother in nost cases (see Table 2.1).

A very small nunber of children live in nulti-generation fanmlies (under 1% (see

Table 2.2).

Type of famly

Chil dren Chi l dren Chil dren Tot a
aged under 3 aged 3-7 aged 7-12
One-parent famly 4.2 4.4 5.6 4.9
Two- parent family 95.8 95.6 94.4 95.1
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.1 Children aged under 12 by type of famly (percentages)
Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on

behal f of Child and Famly

2. In the traditional nuclear famly?

The decline of the traditional nuclear famly is attracting nore and nore
attention. Data on the fanmilies in which young children live shows that for them
the traditional nuclear famly is still usually the norm Al nost 9 out of 10
children aged under 12 live with their natural fathers and nothers, who al so
constitute a married couple (see Table 2.2).

Alnmost 1 child in 10 aged under 3 lives with a natural father and nother who are

cohabiting. More children aged under 3 than previously are living with parents who



constitute a cohabiting couple (9.8%as against 8.1%in 1997).

30

The question is

whet her this cohabitation constitutes a tenporary or permanent situation

Longi tudi nal analysis of the data

for

1992-95 shows that the nbst common change

experienced by children in the conposition of their famly is the marriage of

their cohabiting parents.

Table 2.2 al so shows that very few children (2.0% do not

live with their

nat ur a

nmot hers. The nunber of children who do not live with their natural fathers is al so
smal |, but still amounts to 5.7% In the case of children of primary school age,
7.7%do not live with their natural father.
Fam |y conposition
Children Children Children Total
aged aged aged
under 3 3-7 7-12
Child of a married couple consisting
of its natural father and
its natural nother 84.9 89.9 89.7 89.0
Child of a married couple consisting
of its natural father and
its non-natural nother 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.7
Child of a married couple consisting
of its natural nother and
its non-natural father 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.3
Child of a married couple consisting
of its non-natural nother and
its non-natural father 0.0 0.9 1.1 0.8
Child of a cohabiting couple consisting
of its natural father and
its natural nother 9.8 3.2 0.4 3.1
Child of a cohabiting couple consisting
of its natural nother and
its non-natural father 0.0 1.0 0.9 0.8
Child of a cohabiting couple consisting
of its natural father and
its non-natural nother 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.1
Child of a cohabiting couple consisting
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of its non-natural father and

its non-natural nother 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Child in a one-parent fanmily

with its natural nother 4.0 3.9 5.2 4.5
Child in a one-parent fanmily

with its natural father 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.4
Child in a multi-generation famly

with its father/nother and grandparentsO.3 0.3 0.3 0.3

Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.2 Children aged under 12: conposition of the famly in which they live
(per cent ages)

Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Famly

3. Only child?

Young children usually live in a famly with 1 or 2 brothers or sisters: 36.9% of
children aged under 3 are only children, and 43.3% have 1 brother or sister in the
famly. In the case of children aged between 3 and 7, 12.6% are only children and
53.0% have only 1 brother or sister in the famly. In the case of children aged
between 7 and 12, 44.7% have 2 or nmore brothers or sisters in the famly (see
Table 2.3).

Brothers and sisters

Chil dren Chi l dren Chil dren Tot al

aged aged aged

under 3 3-7 7-12
Only child 36.9 12.6 8.3 15.1
One brother or sister in the fanmly 43. 3 53.0 47.0 48. 6
Two brothers and/or sisters in famly 15.5 25.0 31.0 26.0
Three brothers and/or sisters in famly 4.0 6.0 9.3 7.1

Four or nore brothers and/or sisters
in famly 0.3 3.4 4.4 3.2

Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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2.3 Number of brothers and/or sisters with whom children aged under 12 live
(per cent ages)

Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Famly

4. Contact with nother and father

The data on the frequency of the child s contact with its parents confirns what

was al ready suggested by the conposition of the famly (see point 1): only some 5%
of young children do not see their nother and father every day.

Thi s percentage increases slightly as the children get older, from 4% of children
under 3 to 7% of children aged 7 to 12. \Where children do not see one of their

parents every day, it is usually the father (see Table 2.4).

Par ent al cont act

Chi l dren Chi I dren Children Total
aged aged aged
under 3 3-7 7-12
Sees nother and father every day 96.0 95.8 93.0 94. 6
Sees not her every day and
father several tines a week 1.5 3.0 4.1 3.2
Sees not her every day and
father around once a week 0.8 0.6 1.1 0.9
Sees not her every day and
father once or twice a nonth 0.4 0.2 1.1 0.7
Sees not her every day and never
sees fat her 0.8 0.4 0.2 0.4
Sees not her several tines a week
and father several times a week 0.5 0.0 0.1 0.1
Sees father every day and
not her once a week or |ess 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.1
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.4 Children aged under 12: frequency of contact with parents (children in two-parent

fam lies only - percentages)
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Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Famly

5. Young children and grandparents

Around 76% of chil dren aged under 3 still have four grandparents. The figure is
over 56% for children aged 3-7 and it is still 48% for children aged 7-12 (see
Table 2.5).

Most children live only a short distance fromtheir grandparents: around 10% of
children live less than 1 km away; some 60%I|ive a nmaxi mum of 9 km away.

Rel ati vely speaking, children aged 7-12 live slightly further away (see Figure
2.1). This data relates to 1997. In 1998, the Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds

st opped including the di stance from grandparents.

G andparent s

Chi l dren Chil dren Chil dren Tot al
aged aged aged
under 3 3-7 7-12
4 grandparents 75.7 56. 4 48. 5 56. 4
3 grandparents 22.1 30.5 32.8 30.0
2 grandparents 1.1 10.0 14. 7 10.5
1 grandparent 1.1 2.9 .5 2.8
No grandparents 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.3
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
2.5 Children aged under 12: nunbers of grandparents still alive (children in two-

parent families only - percentages)
Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Famly

6. Roles and values in famlies with young children

The vast nmpjority of young children live in a famly in which the nother says that
she is responsible for nore than half of household tasks. Around 6 out of 10
children aged under 12 live in a famly in which the nother is responsible for
more than three-quarters of household tasks. This is true for all the age groups.

Al t hough nmost chil dren have a nmot her who works outside the home, it is still the
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mot her who is principally or exclusively responsible for child care (see Figure
2.6). Fromthe point of view of emancipation, this is alarmng: young children do
not appear to be acquiring enmanci pation-oriented values and standards in their

honme envi ronnent.

Househol d t asks

@ Mother does more than

60 [ 3/4
W Mother does 1/2 to 3/4

X 40 - O Mother does 1/4 to 1/2
20 - O Mother does less than
1/4

m Mother does no tasks

Children  Children Children
aged aged 3-7 aged 7-12
under 3

2.6 Children aged under 12 by the proportion of household tasks carried out by the
nmot her (children in two-parent fanilies only)

Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Fam |y

Anot her el enent that is decisive for the famly lifestyle is the division of

deci si on- naki ng between nother and father. Al npbst 6 out of 10 young children |ive
ina famly in which nore than half the decisions are predom nantly taken by both
parents. Around 1 child in 10 lives in a famly in which nore than half the

deci sions are taken by the father only.

Most young children are socialised in a famly in which the voices of the nother
and father carry equal weight, with a culture of consultation prevailing (see
Table 2.7).

Deci si on- nmaki ng

Chi l dren Chi l dren Children Total
aged aged aged
under 3 3-7 7-12

More than half the
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deci sions are
taken jointly 60. 6 60.4 56. 3 58.7
More than hal f the
deci sions are taken
by the father only 15.7 8.2 11.9 11.1
Wth regard to half the decisions,

the partners disagree about

who takes the decisions 16. 2 17.0 15. 8 16. 4
O her situation 7.5 14. 4 16.0 13.8
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.7 Children aged under 12 by who takes decisions in the famly (children in two-
parent families only - percentages)

Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Famly

The | argest percentage of young children (around 40% have parents who are
primarily or conpletely conformi st in their child-rearing values (see Table 2.8).
The second | argest group consists of young chil dren whose parents do not share the
same child-rearing values: one parent is primarily or conpletely conform st, while
the ot her parent supports an upbringing that is conpletely or primarily geared to
the aut onony of the child.

Bei ng conform st nmeans that parents attach inportance to val ues such as having
good manners, being polite and being tidy, being brave, honest and patient, being
abl e to save, being pious, helpful and altruistic, and being obedi ent and | oyal
Parents who are geared to the autonony of the child attach inportance to val ues
such as bei ng i ndependent, having a sense of responsibility, being imginative and
creative, being tolerant, respecting people, possessing |eadership qualities,
showi ng self-control, being resolute and persevering.

The parents of children under 3 opt for a style of child-rearing geared to
furthering the child s autonony rather |ess often, probably because of the child's

age.

Chil d-rearing val ues

Chi |l dren Chi | dren Children Total
aged aged aged
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under 3 3-7 7-12

Primarily or conpletely

conf orm st 43.6 41.6 38.2 40.5
M xed 21.2 26.5 28. 7 26.5
Primarily or conpletely

geared to autonony 26.2 28.2 28.0 27.7
No answer 9.0 3.7 5.1 5.3
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.8 Children aged under 12 by child-rearing values held by their parents (children in
two-parent families only - percentages)

Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Famly

The majority of children live in a famly that is very open to contacts with

friends and relatives (see Table 2.9). Open fanmilies agree that they are often in
the conpany of friends (reciprocal visits) and say that they have a | ot of contact
with relatives. The percentage of children living in a closed or |less open fanily

is lowest in the under 3 age group

Openness of famlies

Chi l dren Chil dren Children Total

aged aged aged

under 3 3-7 7-12
Cl osed, not very open 9.0 14.1 15.5 13.8
Fairly open famly 17.5 20.4 20.4 19.9
Very open family 73.5 65. 5 64.1 66. 3
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.9 Children aged under 12 by the extent to which the family to which they belong is
open/closed (children in two-parent fanilies only - percentages)

Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Famly
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7. Explanatory notes

7.1. Marriages

There were 25,749 marriages in the Region of Flanders in 1999; a decrease of 882
(-3.4% conpared with 1998. The overall marriage rate is 4.17 per 1,000

i nhabi tants. The nunber of marriages continued to fall in the period 1990-1999, so
it is possible to speak of a long-term decreasing trend. The estimated figures for
2000 indicate a slight rise (see Table 2.10 and Figure 2.11).

In our country, the average age on nmarriage is 32 years and 6 nonths for nen and
29 years 8 nonths for wonmen. The nedian age is about 3 years younger: 29 years and
3 months for nmen and 26 years and 11 nonths for wormen (1999). There has been an

i ncrease of approximately 2 nonths in the average and nedi an ages of both men and
worren conpared with 1998. There is a conspicuous difference between the average
age of a first marriage and a second marriage. The average age of men and wonen
who have not been married before is 28 years and 10 nonths and 26 years and 7

mont hs respectively. For divorced men and wonen the ages are 43 years and 39 years
and 5 nonths respectively (1999).

Marriages at a young age are fairly unusual: 2.8% of wonmen and 0. 5% of men under
the age of 20 got married in the Region of Flanders in 1999. In 59 marriages or
0.2% both the nman and the woman were under the age of 20. There has been a slight
decrease in the nunmber of wonmen under the age of 20 getting married 20 (-0.3%
(1999).

Marri ages
Nunber Per 1,000 inhabitants
1998 25, 631 4,33
1999 24,749 4.17
2000 24, 975* 4. 20*

2.10 Nunber of nmarriages in the Region of Flanders
Source: NS - Marriage and divorce statistics

* Estimated figures
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2.11 Trend in the nunber of nmarriages in the Region of Flanders

Source: NS - Marriage and divorce statistics

7.2. Rel ationship breakdowns

In 1999, there were 13,961 divorces in the Region of Flanders; a figure that is
virtual ly unchanged in comparison with 1998. In 1999, there were over 235 divorces
per 100, 000 i nhabitants. The nunber of divorces in 2000 is estimated at 14,542, an
i ncrease of 4% (Table 2.12 and Figure 2.13).

However, divorce figures do not give a conplete picture of the nunber of
breakdowns in cohabitations. In addition to divorces there are separations and the

di ssolution of other forms of relationship.

Di vor ces
Nunmber Per 100, 000 i nhabitants
1998 13, 973 236. 33
1999 13, 961 235.55
2000 14, 542* 244. 80*

2.12 Nunber of divorces in the Region of Flanders
Source: NS - Marriage and divorce statistics

* Estimated figures
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2.13 Trend in the nunber of divorces in the Region of Flanders

Source: NS - Marriage and divorce statistics

8. The European cont ext

Many children live in one-parent famlies, but they are still in a mnority. The
increase in the nunber of children living in one-parent famlies has been one of
the nobst conspi cuous soci o-denpgraphic trends in Europe in recent years. Attention
has been drawn to a parallel with the increase in the two nmai n phenonena | eadi ng
to one-parent famlies, nanely the breaking-off of relationships and births

out si de marri age

In Belgium 8.2%of famlies with children are one-parent famlies, a figure which
is conparable to the figures for France, the Netherlands and Gernmany. The United
Ki ngdom and Sweden have much hi gher percentage: over 20% of children live in a

one-parent famly (see Table 2.14).

Children in one-parent famlies

Bel gi um (1992) 8.2
Germany (1994) 9.8
France (1994) 7.7
Uni ted Ki ngdom (1995) 20.0
Italy n/a
the Net herl ands (1994) 7.4
Sweden (1995) 21.3

2.14 Children in one-parent famlies in certain European countries: percentage of
children under the age of 18 who lived in a one-parent fam |y around 1995
Source: UNICEF, A |eague table of Child Poverty in Rich Nations, 2000

n/a: not avail able
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The marriage rate is rather on the low side in the region of Flanders (see Table
2.15).

Only Sweden has fewer marriages per 1,000 inhabitants. The marriage rate is the

hi ghest in the Netherl ands.

Wl lingness to get married has decreased over the past few decades in all the
countries investigated. This falling trend is coupled with marriage at a later and

| ater age and an increase in different forms of cohabitation.

Marriages per 1,000

1990 1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 6.7 5.2 4.3 4.2 4. 2*
Bel gi um 6.5 5.1 4.4 4.3
Ger many 6.5 5.3 5.1 5.2
of which, former FRG 6.6 5.7 5.4 5.5
France 5.1 4.4 4.8 4.8
United Ki ngdom 6.5 5.5 5.1
Italy 5.6 5.1 4.8 . 8
The Net herl ands 6.4 5.3 5.5 .7
Sweden 4.7 3.8 3.6 .0

2.15 Number of marriages per 1,000 inhabitants (overall marriage rate) from 1990
onwards in certain European countries

Sour ces: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe 2000

NI S, Popul ation statistics

* Estimated figures

In all the countries studied, with the exception of Italy, there are 2 to 3
di vorces per 1,000 inhabitants. Italy has only 0.6 divorces per 1,000 inhabitants
(see Table 2.16).

Di vorces per 1,000

1990 1995 1998 1999 2000




Regi on of Fl anders 1.8 3.3 2.4 2.4 2. 4*
Bel gi um 2.0 3.5 2.

Ger many 3.9 2.1

of which, former FRG 1.9 2.2

France 1.9 2.1

United Ki ngdom 2.9 2.9 2.7

Italy 0.5 0.6 0.6

The Net herl ands 1.9 2.2 2.1

Sweden 2.3 2.6 2.3
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2.16 Nunber of divorces per 1,000 inhabitants from 1990 onwards in certai n European

countries
Sour ces: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe 2000
NI S, Popul ation statistics

* Estimated figures

Chapter 3.

Fi nanci al security

In this chapter, we look at the incone situation of families with young children
both objectively and fromthe fanmilies’ own perspective. The participation of
parents in enploynent is an inportant determ ning factor here. Enploynent stil

of fers the nost inportant protection against poverty. Oher details to do with
enpl oynent, such as whether parents work full tine or part tine and whet her they
work at special times, also influence the availability of parents for child care.
We shall then | ook at deprivation in Flanders.

Lastly, we shall consider the home circunstances of young children, an indicator
of confort in the famly, and also of the stability or instability of the home
envi ronment .

The situation in Flanders will be conmpared in a nunber of respects with the

situation in certain European countries.

1. One-incone or two-incone famlies

The nunber of wage or salary earners in the fanmly is a good starting point for
estimating the incone situation of families with young children. Mst children
live in a two-incone fanmily. The ol der children becone, the nore likely they are

to live in a single-incone famly. Al nobst 6% of children under 12 live in a fam|

y

with no income from enpl oynent or income replacing this. This percentage is higher

for children aged 7-12 than for children under 7 (see Table 3.1).
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One-incone or two-incone famlies

Chi I dren Chil dren Children Total
aged aged aged
under 3 aged 3-7 7-12
Two-inconme families 75.5 73.2 71.3 72.8
of which
2 incomes from enpl oynment 69.7 68. 3 68. 6 68.7
1 income from enpl oyment and
1 repl acenment incone 5.8 4.9 2.7 4.1
Singl e-inconme famlies 20.6 22.6 20.4 21.3
No i ncome from enpl oynent or
i ncone repl acing
this incone 3.9 4.2 8.3 5.9
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

3.1 Children aged under 12 living in one-incone or two-inconme fanilies (children in
two-parent families only - percentages)

Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Famly

2. Children in famlies living at subsistence |evel

Approxi mately 14,000 children live in fanilies that have to get by on a

subsi stence |l evel incone (1 January 2000). These are children these famlies have
to provide for. Conmpared with 1 January 1999, the nunber of children in fanilies

with a subsistence | evel of incone has fallen slightly (-2.5% (see Table 3.2).

Children in famlies on a subsistence i ncone

1999 2000
Famlies with 1 child 3, 427 3,218
Famlies with 2 children 4,216 4,088
Famlies with 3 children 2,985 2,937
Famlies with 4 children 1, 852 1, 904

Famlies with 5 or nore chil dren* 2,012 1,984
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Total nunber of chil dren* 14, 492 14, 131

Per 1,000 children aged under 18: 11. 8 11.6

3.2 Nunmber of children in famlies on a subsistence level of incone by famly size
and nunber per 1,000 children under the age of 18 — Fl eni sh Region

Source: Mnistry of Social Affairs, Public Health and the Environment, M ninum | ncone
Depar t ment

* Estimated figures

3. Famly incone |evel

Al nost 75% of young children in two-parent families live in a fanmily that says it
finds it quite easy to very easy to manage.

Around 9% of children aged under 12 in two-parent families live in a famly that
finds it difficult to very difficult to manage. Sone 16%live in a famly that
finds it quite difficult to manage on its income.

Children in one-parent famlies usually live in a famly that finds it very

difficult, difficult or quite difficult to manage (see Figure 3.3).

Thi s subjective opinion runs parallel with the situation in respect of the
famly's capacity to save. In the case of children fromtwo-parent fanilies, only
29% of families do not nanage to save; in the case of children from one-parent

famlies, this figure rises to 77%

| ncome assesnent

100
90 -
80 - mVery easy
70 - mEasy
60 O Quite easy
50 N
40 1 Quite difficult
30 m Difficult
20 m Very difficult
10
0 ‘
Children in two-parent Children in one-parent
families families

3.3 Children aged under 12: how does the famly manage on its current monthly incone?

(per cent ages)
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Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Famly

4. Participation of parents of young children in enpl oynent

4.1. Participation in enploynent, full or part-time, breaks in
enpl oynment

Around 69% of chil dren aged under 12 have a nother in paid enployment. Mre pre-
school children have a nmother who has taken a tenporary break from enpl oynent than
do children who attend school: 12% as agai nst approx. 4% for children attendi ng
school (see Table 3.4).

Mot hers quite often work part-time: in the case of over 1 in 4 of the pre-schoo
chil dren who have a working mot her, she works part-tine. Mre pre-school children
have a nmother who works full tine (72% than do children who attend school (see
Table 3.5). O children who attend nursery school, 61% have a nother who wor ks

full time; for children at primary school, the figure is 65%

Most children have a father in paid enploynent, virtually always working full time
(see Tables 3.4 and 3.5).

In the case of children whose nothers are currently not in paid enploynent, the
mot her has usually been in paid enploynent at some time. Only in the case of 19%
of children has the nother never been in paid enploynent. This figure is higher
for children aged under 3 (33% (see Table 3.6).

Mot hers who have taken a tenporary break from paid enpl oynent are usually taking a
career break or pregnancy/maternity | eave. A career break is nore common with

children at school than with pre-school children

Enpl oynent situation

Pr e- school Chi l dren Chi l dren Tot a
children at t endi ng at t endi ng

nursery school primary schoo

Mot her
Pai d enpl oynent 68.7 68. 6 69. 4 69.0
No pai d enpl oynent 19.1 26.4 27.3 25.7

Temporary break
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from wor k 12. 2 5.03.3 5.3
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Fat her
Pai d enpl oynent 95.8 95.3 90.1 92.8
No pai d enpl oynent 4.2 4.7 8.5 6.5
Temporary break
from wor k 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.7
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

3.4 Enploynent situation of parents of children aged under 12 (children in two-parent
fam lies only - percentages)

Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
behal f of Child and Famly

Empl oynent situation: full-tinme/part-tinme work

Pr e-school Chi I dren Chil dren Tot al
chil dren att endi ng at t endi ng
nursery school pri mary school
Mot her wor ks
full time 72.3 61.0 65. 2 64.9
part tine* 27.7 39.0 34.8 35.1
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Fat her works
full time 98.3 97.2 97.5 97.6
part tine* 1.7 2.8 2.5 2.4
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

3.5 Children aged under 12: enploynent situation of parents by full-time and part-
time work (children in two-parent famlies only - percentages)

Sour ce: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1998. Processed on
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behal f of Child and Famly

* Part-time: a mninmumof 15 hours and a maxi num of 30 hours of work per week

No enpl oynent or tenporary break from enpl oynent

Pr e- school Chi l dren Chi l dren Tot a
chil dren att endi ng att endi ng

nursery school primary schoo

Mot her is unenpl