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For ewor d

The 2001 edition of “The Child in Flanders” is here. And the new of fspring has
turned out to be quite a bit heftier than its brothers and sisters!

You will find a wide range of information, not only statistics but also
i nformati on about specific aspects of the circunstances in which young children
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live, such as child care, prosperity and deprivation, and passive smoking, and
about the social and nedical devel opnent of young children. Special attention
has been devoted to cot deaths, hearing inpairnents, accidents and breast-
f eedi ng.

An inportant paraneter for the work of Child and Family is the nunber of births,
t he nunber of young children. New popul ation forecasts fromthe NI'S enable us to
get a better picture of the expected trend in the child popul ation

As well as updating the statistics, the report contains a nunber of additions to
the content. Data on the free-time activities of young children are included for
the first tinme, nore attention has been devoted to living conditions, an even
fuller picture is given of the diversity of famlies with young children, and
t eenage pregnancy — births and abortions - is exanined in detail

We have continued gradually to extend the scope of the report towards including
all children in Flanders: we are including nore and nore data on children right
up to adol escence in addition to data on very young children

This publication ains to serve as a reference work for anyone in Flanders who is
i nvolved in caring for young children or who wants to know how young children in
Fl anders live. W have al so included benchmark data from a sel ecti on of European
countri es.

Bea Buysse
Scientific adviser
Child and Fanily
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Ch. 1.

THE CHI LD POPULATI ON: FEVWER CHI LDREN?
The nunber of births continued to fall in 2001. The |owest point of 60 000

births will probably be overtaken soon — in 2004? Recent popul ation forecasts
predict that this will be in 2004. This is connected with the fact that the
nunber of potential parents is continuing to fall, and so the nunber of children

i s decreasing due to the shrinking nunber of potential parents.

This chapter first presents a nunber of basic figures and then goes on to
explain these figures, indicate trends and place the figures in a European
cont ext .

In addition to children born in Flanders, there are also children who have cone
fromother countries: inmgrants, including adopted children and asyl um seekers.
These figures will also be interpreted.

1. Nunber of births

In 2001, there were 61 697 live births in the Region of Flanders (provisional
figure). The nunber of births fell slightly conpared with 2000 (-0.3% (see
Table 1.1 and Figure 1.2). In 2001, the birth rate in the Region of Flanders
reached a new record | ow since the Second Wrld War.

Births
2000 61 877
2001 61 697*

1.1 Nunber of live births in the Region of Flanders
Source: NI'S - Popul ation trends
* Provisional figur

Births trend
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1.2 Trend in the nunber of births in the Region of Flanders since 1990
Source: NI'S - Popul ation trends

Table 1.3 shows the nunber of births per province (provisional figures). The
nunber of births was lower than in 2000 in all provinces apart fromthe province
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of Antwerp. The decreases were: -1.1% in Wst Flanders, -1.5% in Linmburg and -
1.6% in Flem sh Brabant and East Flanders. There was a 2. 7% rise in the birth
rate in Antwerp.

Births by province

2000 2001*
Ant wer p 17 579 18 057
Fl em sh Brabant 10 562 10 392
West Fl anders 11 253 11 127
East Fl anders 14 454 14 217
Li mburg 8 029 7 904

1.3 Nunber of live births per province
Source: NS - Popul ation trends
* Provisional figures

Births trend by province
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1.4 Trend in the nunber of live births by province
Source: NI'S - Popul ation trends

Some children are born together with a brother or sister. About 3.7% of births
cone into this category. The nunber of children being born fromnultiple births
fell slightly, due to a decrease in the nunber of triplets (see Table 1.5).

Nunber of mnultiple births

1999 2000
Nunber of tw ns 1 097 1 100
Number of triplets 31 17
Number of quadruplets 1 1
Percentage of children born froma multiple birth 3.8 3.7

1.5 Nunber of nultiple births and percentage of children born froma nultiple
birth — Region of Flanders and Flenish naternity hospitals in Brussels
Source: Study Centre for Perinatal Epidem ol ogy
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2. Immigration, adoption, asylum seekers

In addition to children born in Flanders, there are children who come to
Flanders as inmigrants either from the Willoon or Brussels Regions, or from
out si de Bel gi um

In this context, we also present figures for adoptions - the mpjority of
adoptions in Flanders are intercountry adoptions — and figures for mnors who
are asyl um seekers.

2.1. Inmmgration

In 2000, 4 601 children aged under 12 nmigrated to the Region of Flanders from
other countries. This figure is approx. 4.9% lower than in 1999. In addition,
3 466 children mgrated fromthe Region of Brussels and the Walloon Region. The
nunber of mgrations from other regions was also lower than in 1999 (see
Tabl e 1.6).

| mm gration

From anot her region From out si de Bel gi um

1999 2000 1999 2000

Chi I dren aged under 3 1 156 1 063 1 183 1 232
Chil dren aged 3-6 1 089 948 1 426 1 351
Children aged 6-12 1 607 1 455 2 230 2 018
Tot al 3 852 3 466 4 839 4 601

1.6 Nunber of children aged under 12 mgrating to the Region of Flanders from
anot her region or from outside Bel gi um
Source: NI'S - Popul ation trends

2.2. Adoptions

In the course of 2001, the authorised adoption services* placed a total of 202
children for adoption. This was 43 fewer than in 2000. The mmjority of
pl acenents were of children who canme from outside Belgium (85.6% (see Table 1.7
and Figure 1.8).

The children fromoutside Belgiumcane mainly fromlindia, Haiti, China, Vietnam
Et hi opi a and the Philippines (see Table 1.7).

At the tine of placenent in a famly, 43.1% of the children were under 1 year
old and 32.7% were between 1 and 2 years old. About 24% of the children were 2
years old or nore (see Table 1.9).

The average age of the children was 1.1 years, younger than in 2000, when the
average age was 1.5 years.

In 48.5% of adoptions, the child was adopted by a childless famly. In the case
of placement in a fanmily with children, the adopted child was usually younger
than the children in the family. No children were placed together with one or
nore other children (see Table 1.10).

Most of the adoptive parents were aged between 30 and 45. The average age of the
adoptive father was 37.1 and of the adoptive nother 35.8. The average age of the
adoptive fathers and nothers renained virtually unchanged. A total of 6 children
are in a famly with no adoptive father and 2 children are in a famly with no
adoptive not her.

* No information is available on the nunmber of “private” adoptions, i.e.
adopti ons not arranged through an authori sed adoption service.

Adopt ed chil dren

2000 2001
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Nurber % Nunber %

Born in Bel gi um 35 14. 3 29 14. 4

Born in other countries

I ndi a 35 14. 3 32 15. 8
Hai ti 23 9.4 31 15.3
Chi na 34 13.9 29 14. 4
Vi et nam 27 11.0 25 12. 4
Et hi opi a 31 12.7 17 8.4
The Phili ppines 19 7.8 11 5.4
Russi a 10 4.1 7 3.5
Romani a 15 6.1 5 2.5
Ecuador 2 0.8 4 2.0
Sri Lanka 3 1.2 3 1.5
Bul gari a 2 0.8 3 1.5
Col onbi a 2 0.8 3 1.5
Thai | and 1 0.4 2 1.0
South Africa 2 0.8 1 0.5
Mol davi a 2 0.8 0 0.0
Chile 1 0.4 0 0.0
El Sal vador 1 0.4 0 0.0
Total figure for 210 85.7 173 85.6
children from ot her
countries
Tot al 245 100.0 202 100.0
1.7 Children placed for adoption: nunbers by country of origin
Source: Child and Fanily - Adoption statistic
Adoption trends
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1.8 Trend in the number of children placed for adoption since 1991
Source: Child and Fanmily - Adoption statistics
Age on adoption
2000 2001

I n whol e years Nurber % Nunber %

0 years 112 45.7 87 43.1



The child in Flanders 2001 8

1 year 64 26.1 66 32. 7
2 years 25 10. 2 22 10.9
3 years 16 6.5 15 7.4
4 years 10 4.1 3 1.5
5-9 years 11 4.5 6 3.0
10- 14 years 7 2.9 3 1.5
Tot al 245 100.0 202 100.0
1.9 Age of children on placenent for adoption
Source: Child and Fanmily - Adoption statistics
Position in the famly

Nunber %
Childless famly, placenent of 1 child 90 44. 6
Childless fanily, placenment of nore than 1 child 8 4.0
Family with children, placenment of 1 child as the
ol dest child 3 1.5
Family with children, placement of 1 child as the
youngest child 99 49.0
Family with children, placenment of 1 child as
neither the ol dest nor the youngest child 2 1.0
Family with children, placenent of nore than 1 child 0 0.0
Tot al 202 100.0

1.10 Children placed for adoption by number of children placed and position in
the adoptive famly - 2001
Source: Child and Fanmily - Adoption statistics

2.3. Mnors as asylum seekers*

Young asylum seekers cone into Belgiumwith or without their parents. In 2001,
747 minors applied for asylum on their own behalf. The number of minors who
applied for asylum was considerably lower than in 2000, when there were 1332.
The nunber of ninors included in a parent's application for asylumis not known.

* Source: National Conm ssioner for Refugees and Stateless Persons, Ofice for
Unacconpani ed M nors

3. Nunmber of young children

On 1 January 2001 there were 187 226 children aged under 3 in the Region of
Fl anders; there were 196 182 children aged 3-6 and 421 680 children aged 6-12
(see Table 1.11). The nunber of children under the age of 3 in the Region of
Fl anders fell by 2599 conpared with 2000 (-1.4%, the nunber of children aged 3
to 6 fell by 911 (-0.5%, and the nunber of children aged 6 to 12 fell by 2163
(-0.5% (see Figure 1.12).

The proportion of children aged under 3 in the population is 3.15% and the
proportion of children aged under 12 is 13.53% This proportion represents a
slight fall conpared with 2000 (see Table 1.11).

Young chil dren

Nunber Per cent age of
popul ati on

2000 2001 2000 2001

Nunmber of children aged under 3 189 825 187 226 3.20 3.15
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Number of children aged 3-6 197 093 196 182 3.32 3.30
Number of children aged 6-12 423 843 421 680 7.14 7.08

Tot al nunber of children
under 12 810 761 805 088 13. 65 13.53

1.11 Nunber of young children in the Region of Flanders and percentage of the
popul ation (on 1 January)
Source: NI'S - Popul ation trends

Trend in the number of children
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1.12 Trend in the nunber of children aged under 12 in the Region of Flanders (on
1 January)
Source: NI'S - Popul ation trends

Only a very small nunber of children in the Region of Flanders do not have
Bel gian nationality: 5.4% In this connection, it nust be borne in mnd that the
nationality criterion is not very suitable for identifying people of foreign
origin, as a result of increased opportunities to acquire Belgian nationality.
About 16.5% of the children born in 2001 were born to nothers who are not of
Belgian origin. That is to say the nother did not have Belgian nationality when
she was born

Children of other national origins

Ant wer p 23.0
Fl em sh Brabant 13. 4
West Fl anders 8.2
East Fl anders 12.9
Li mburg 23.9
Regi on of Fl anders 16.5

1.13 Children born in 2001: percentage of children whose nother is not of
Belgian origin (i.e. she did not have Belgian nationality when she was born) by
provi nce — Regi on of Flanders

Source: Child and Fanily - | KARGCS

There are nmajor differences from province to province. Linburg and Antwerp have
the highest percentages of children of non-Belgian origin, at 23.9% and 23%
respectively.
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In Flem sh Brabant there are 13.4% and there are 12.9% in East Flanders. West
Fl anders has the | owest percentage of children of non-Belgian origin, i.e. 8.2%
(see Table 1.13).

The nost inportant countries of origin are Mrocco, Turkey, the Netherlands and
Yugosl avia. 3.3% of the children born in 2001 are of Moroccan origin, 2.8% are
of Turkish origin, 1.6% of Dutch origin and 0.9% of Yugoslavian origin.

4. Forecasts

4.1. Forecasts of the nunber of births

Wth regard to the fertility rate, the current pattern of behaviour is
continui ng rather than changi ng*.

The “European Values Studies” show that the views of the youngest generation
surveyed (born between 1961 and 1972) on fanmily values, such as the reciproca
obligations of parents and children, the inmportance of keeping the famly
intact, children as the fulfilment of a dream etc., are the sane as those of
the preceding generation. There are no signs of a return to the “traditional
famly”. The various lifestyles attract a fairly constant proportion of the
popul ation. Translated into denographic behaviour, this nmeans that for the tine
being there will be no change in the tendency to postpone parenthood. At nost,
it can be said that the rate of further intensification of postponenent of
marri age and parenthood i s slow ng down.

Nor do economic theories lead to any other conclusions at present.

Neocl assical economic theory explains the second denographic transition, which
can be characterised as postponenent of narriage and parenthood, as arising from
a consci ous wei ghing up of costs and benefits. The so-called “opportunity costs”
linked to notherhood remain considerable, and the |evel of enploynment anong
wonen aged between 25 and 34 has never been as high in Flanders as it is today.
There are no signs of a change in the financial autonony of wonen, so that from
the viewpoint of neoclassical economic theory, the denpbgraphic trend for
post ponenment can only be expected to continue, and to further weaken narriage as
an institutional franmework

Anot her inportant theory in explaining the second denographic transition is the
Easterlin vision, and from this viewpoint also, change seens unlikely. This
theory links the fertility rate to consuner aspirations devel oped in adol escence
and the opportunities for men and wonen to acquire the income necessary to
fulfil themthrough enpl oynent and a career

The generations born in the 1970s have very high consuner aspirations: surveys
show that their priorities are material wellbeing and career. Another factor is
the strong conpetition on the | abour market. So on the basis of this explanatory
nodel al so, the denographic trend for postponenent can be expected to continue.

At the end of 2001, the NS published new popul ation forecasts for the period
2000- 2050. The nunber of births is expected to fall slightly. By 2010 there are
likely to be only around 58 779 births. This is a decrease of about 4.7%
compared with the provisional birth rate for 2001 (see Figure 1.14). Table 1.15
shows the popul ation forecasts by province.
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Births and forecasts
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1.14 Trend in the nunber of births since 1990 and forecasts until 2010 - Region
of Fl anders

Sources: NI'S - Popul ation trends

NI'S — Popul ation forecasts 2000- 2050

* See Deboosere P., Lesthaeghe R, Surkijn J., Boulanger P.M, Lanbert A ,
Hui shoudens en Gezi nnen [ Households and famlies], NS, nonograph no. 4, 1997

Births and forecasts by province

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010
Ant wer p 19 811 18 228 16 989 16 712 16 757
Fl emi sh Br abant 11 173 10 697 10 509 10 251 10 108
West Fl anders 13 513 12 226 11 398 11 113 10 906
East Fl anders 15 454 14 687 14 065 13 497 12 962
Li nburg 9 541 8 462 8 034 8 059 8 046

1.15 Trend in the nunber of births since 1990 and forecasts until 2010 by
provi nce

Sources: NI'S - Popul ation trends

NI'S — Popul ation forecasts 2000- 2050

4.2. Forecasts of the nunber of births

In 2010 there will probably be considerably fewer children than there are today.
The Popul ation forecasts 2000-2050 estimate that there wll be only 178 454
children under the age of 3 in 2010 conpared with 187 226 on 1 January 2001 (-
4.79% .

For children aged 3 to 5, a decrease from 196 182 to 182 864 (-6.8% is expected
and for children aged 6 to 11, a decrease from 421 680 to 379 879 (-9.9% (see
Table 1.16 and Figure 1.17).

Forecasts of nunber of children

Si tuation on

01.01. 2001 Forecasts for
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31.12. 2005 31.12.2010

0 - 2 years 187 226 181 263 178 454

3 - 5 years 196 182 187 413 182 864

6 - 11 years 421 680 397 348 379 879

1.16 Forecasts of the nunber of children in the Region of Flanders for 2005 and

2010 by age

Sources: NI'S - Popul ation trends

NI'S — Popul ation forecasts 2000- 2050

Forecasts of the number of children 2002 - 2010
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5. Expl anatory notes

The birth rate is influenced by a nunber of social factors. W shall |ook at the
nunber of wonen, the fertility rate, the age at which wonen becone pregnant,
abortion, teenage nothers, abortions anmong teenage girls, births outside and
within marriage, and people’s wi shes as regards having children

5.1. Wonen of chil dbearing age

An inportant determining factor in the trend in the nunber of births is the
trend in the nunber of wonen aged 20-40, the age group in which the majority of
births occur. The nunber of wonen aged 20 to 40 is continuing to fall. At the
start of 2001 there were 0.9% fewer wonen aged 20 to 40 than at the start of
2000. A look at wonen in the age group 20 to 35 shows a decrease of 1.3% (see
Figure 1.18).

Women of childbearing age
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1.18 Trend in the number of wonmen aged 20-40 and 20-35 in the Region of Flanders
since 1990 (on 1 January)
Source: NI'S - Popul ation trends

5.2. Fertility rates

In 1995 (nost recent figures available), the average nunber of children per
woman in the Region of Flanders was 1.5020 (see Table 1.19). The fertility rate
is therefore well below the replacenment factor. It is assuned that a fertility
rate of 2.1 is required to replace the generation.

Fertility rates

1990 1.5503
1991 1.5794
1992 1. 5806
1993 1.5543
1994 1. 4996
1995 1. 5020

1.19 Total fertility rate - Region of Flanders
Source: NS - Population statistics

5.3. Getting pregnant: no further postponenent?

In 2000 the average age was 27.5 on the birth of a first child and 30.7 on the
birth of a second child. The period from 1990 to 2000 saw a slight but steady
increase in the average age of wonen on giving birth, to both their first child
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and their second child. In 2000 this upward trend in age at giving birth to a
first child stops for the first tinme. Is this the end of the trend to continue
post poning having a first child? (see Figure 1.20)

Age on giving birth
31

30 ,/-»/"“’”"”._——.——~.
r//'//l//l—"’

29

28

- /./*/‘/0-’—0—0

e

25
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—e— First child —m— Second child

1. 20 Average age at which wonen give birth (in years)
Source: Study Centre for Perinatal Epidemiology - Perinatal activities in
Fl ander s

5.4. Abortion: a small nunber of pregnancies are term nated at the
request of the woman

Some pregnancies are not continued to full termbut term nated at the request of
the woman. Pregnant wonen in Flanders can seek help from abortion clinics or
hospital s. The nunber of |egal abortions in these clinics and hospitals was 5502
in 1999.

This is about 4% higher than in 1996, the first year for which the National
Evaluation Commission has figures (Figure 1.21 and Figure 1.22; see also
section 5.5).

Abortion
6.000
5.750
" ./,,,,,,,/o—_-_____./,,,/f”’e
5.250
5.000 : : :
1996 1997 1998 1999

1.21 Trend in the nunber of abortions anobng wonen living in the Region of
FI ander s

Source: National Commission for the evaluation of +the Abortion Act of
3 April 1990
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Abortion by age
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1.22 Nunber of abortions anong wonen living in the Region of Flanders by age -
1999

Source: National Commission for the evaluation of the Abortion Act of
3 April 1990

5.5. Teenage pregnancy: teenage nothers and abortion anong

t eenagers

There is a link between teenage pregnancy and situations involving risks for
not her and chil d.

Teenage nothers |eave school early, are nore at risk of poverty, and are nore
likely to be single nothers. Children of teenage nothers are nore at risk of
having a low birth weight, of dying within their first year of life, and of
becom ng teenage not hers thensel ves.

Teenage not herhood tends to be the exception in Flanders. In 2000, only 2.2% of
wonmen who gave birth were under the age of 20. Since 1995 this percentage has
increased from 1.9% to 2.2% nainly due to an increase in births anbng wonen
aged 19 (see Table 1.23 and Figure 1.24).

Teenage not hers

1999 2000
14 years or under 7 8
15 years 22 26
16 years 64 74
17 years 146 167
18 years 379 352
19 years 695 744
Total under 20 years 1 313 1 371

1.23 Nunber of teenage nothers in Flanders (Region of Flanders and Flemn sh
maternity hospitals in Brussels)
Source: Study Centre for Perinatal Epidem ol ogy
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Trend in teenage mothers
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1.24 Trend in the nunber of teenage nothers in Flanders (Region of Flanders and
Fl emi sh maternity hospitals in Brussels)
Source: Study Centre for Perinatal Epidem ol ogy

The nunber of teenage pregnancies is, however, considerably higher than the
nunber of births to wonen under the age of 20. In 1999 the nunber of teenage
pregnancies — births and abortions together — was 2080, nade up of 1313 births
and 767 abortions. Qut of every 100 teenage nothers, therefore, over 50 had an
abortion (see Table 1.25 — see also 5.4).

These were mainly wonmen in the 15 to 19 age group. Below the age of 15, there
were a total of just 15 abortions in 1999 conpared with “only” 7 births.

Abortions anbng teenagers

1996 1997 1998 1999
Nurber
10 - 14 years 16 24 24 15
15 - 19 years 755 719 776 752
Total 10 — 19 years 771 743 800 767
Per 100 births
10 - 19 years 59.0 57.2 61.0 56.0

1.25 Trend in the nunber of abortions and in the nunber of abortions per 100
birt hs anmong wonen under the age of 20

Source: National Commission for the evaluation of +the Abortion Act of
3 April 1990

5.6. Births and marri age
In the Region of Flanders, by far the majority of children are born wthin

marri age.
In 1996 (nost recent figures available), 86.6% of children were born wthin
marriage. The nunber of children born outside marriage shows a small but

consi stent increase: from7%in 1990 to 13.4%in 1996.

5.7. Wshes as regards having children*

When asked how many children they want, nbst wonmen say that they want two
children (49.49% . There is a noteworthy concentration around the figure of 2
chi | dren.

About the sane percentages of women say they want 1 or 3 children, i.e. 17.6%
and 19.6% and the percentages who say they want no children or four children
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are also about the same, i.e. 6.6% and 6.8% respectively. Virtually the same
picture enmerges for nen (see Figure 1.26).

The source of these figures is the NEGO V followup survey carried out between
Novenber 1996 and February 1997.

Wishes as regards having children

%
60

50

40

30

12 m B | 1?1

No children 1 child 2 children 3 children 4 children

OmWomen mMen

1.26 Wshes as regards having children, wonmen and nmen aged 26-45 in Flanders
Source: M Callens and F. Deven, Data from the NEGO V foll owup survey (1996-
97), Centre for Population and Fanily Research, Brussels

The figures vary slightly in accordance with age at the tine of the survey. A
relatively greater proportion of the wonen in the youngest age group surveyed
(26-30) want two children: 55.7% Rather fewer wonen in this age group opt for
no children or four children (see Figure 1.27).

Wishes as regards having children by age
60
50 |
40
X

30
20
10 —

o Ioll | | | = 0

No children 1 child 2 children 3 children 4 children
m26-30 year m31-35 year [136-40 year []41-45 year

1. 27 Wshes as regards having children anong wonen i n Fl anders by age
Source: M Callens and F. Deven, data from the NEGO V foll owup survey (1996-
97), Centre for Population and Fanily Research, Brussels

Wnen aged 41-45 appear to have fulfilled their w shes as regards having
children to a great extent: 80.3% say that the nunber of children they have
mat ches their wi shes (see Figure 1.28).
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It should be noted that they were asked about the desired situation and the
actual situation at the sanme tine, so that the respondents nmay have adjusted
their answers accordingly.

In conparing the desired and the actual nunber of children, account nust be
taken of the fact that factors on which policy neasures can at npbst exert only
an indirect influence also play a part, such as Ilow fertility and
characteristics of the fanmily form

* Wshes as regards having children: the survey asked about the nunber of
chi | dren want ed.

Correspondence between current nunber of children and desired nunber of children
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Fi gure 1.28 Correspondence between the current nunmber of children and the nunber
want ed by nen and wonen by age - Fl anders
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Source: M Callens and F. Deven, data from the NEGO V foll owup survey (1996-
97), Centre for Population and Fanily Research, Brussels

6. The European cont ext

How do the figures for and trends in births in Flanders fit into the European
context? The figures for Flanders were conpared with national figures for
Bel gium and sone other European countries, i.e. the Netherlands, Germany and
France as nei ghbouring countries, and also Italy (as a southern country), Sweden
(as a northern country) and the United Ki ngdom

6.1. Births

A nunber of figures for births as from 1990 are reproduced in Tables 1.29, 1.30
and 1.31: the number of births, the percentage trend in the birth rate, and the
nunber of births per 1000 inhabitants.

Very different trends were observed in the countries investigated conpared with
2000 (see Table 1.29). Only Bel gium and Sweden showed a slight increase in the
nunmber of births.

In the early 1990s, in nost of the countries studied the nunber of births was
hi gher (Belgium and Italy) or rmuch higher (Germany, United Kingdom and
especially Sweden). Only in the Netherlands and France was the birth rate |ast
year (2001) slightly higher than in 1990.

However, the figures for 2001 are still only estimates.

In the whole of the EU there were an estimated 4.03 mllion births in 2001, a
decrease of about 0.5% conpared with 2000.

The overall fertility rate is below the replacenent |evel everywhere, a figure
of 2.10 children per wonman being assunmed for the latter (see Table 1.32). There
was a nmarked decrease in Sweden from 1990 to 1998-1999. The other countries
i nvesti gated have experienced snall fluctuations in their fertility rates.

The age at which wonen are having children is rising everywhere. According to
the nost recent figures available, the average age at which wonen give birth is
over 28 in all the countries investigated. The Netherlands has the highest
average age at 30.3 years (see Table 1.33).

The fertility rate anpbng teenagers is low in Belgium as it is in France. In
Italy, the Netherlands and Sweden, however, it is even |lower. The United Ki ngdom
has a hi gh nunmber of births anong wonen under the age of 19 (see Tables 1.34 and
1. 35).

In Belgium childbirth to cohabiting couples is still the exception, but the
rate is increasing. In 1999, 20.1% of births occurred outside marriage.

The figure is a little higher in Germany and the Netherlands. Sweden, France and
the United Ki ngdom have a nuch hi gher percentage of births outside nmarriage.

In Italy, only a small percentage of births occur outside nmarriage (see Table
1. 36).

Table 1.37 shows an overview of the nunber of abortions per 1000 births. The
Region of Flanders, Belgium the Netherlands and Gernmany have |ow nunbers;
Italy, the United Kingdom and especially Sweden have nuch higher nunbers of
abortions.

Births
1990 1995 1999 2000 2001 Difference
2000- 2001
(in 9%
Regi on of Flanders 69 492 64 300 61 906 61 877 61 697 -0. 3%
Bel gi um 123 554 114 226 114 164 114 883 115 592** +0. 6%

Ger many NA 765 221 770 744 760 000** 743 500** -2.296*
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France 762 407
United Ki ngdom 798 612
Italy 569 255
The Net herl ands 197 965
Sweden 123 938

729 609
732 049
525 609
190 513
103 422

744 100
700 192
523 463
200 445
88 173

778 000**
680 100**
560 100**
206 619**
89 700**

772 500**
669 000**
545 000**
200 200**
90 900**

20

-0. 798>
-1.6%*
-2. 796
-3.19%*

+1. 3%

1.29 Nunber of live births in certain European countries from 1990 onwards

Sources: Council of Europe,

Recent denographi ¢ devel opnents in Europe 2000

Eurostat, Popul ation and social conditions, Statistics in focus, 19/2001
The Net herl ands, CBS, Statline
NA: not available (reunified Germany as from 3 Cctober 1990)
* Provisional figures
** Estimates
Births trend

1990 1995 1999 2000 2001
Regi on of Fl anders 100.0 92.5 89.1 89.0 88. 8*
Bel gi um 100.0 92.5 92.4 93.0 93. 6*
Ger many 100.0(1) 92.2 92.9 91.6** 89. 6**
France 100.0 95.7 97.6 102.0** 101.3**
Uni t ed Ki ngdom 100.0 91.7 87.7 85.2** 83. 8**
Italy 100.0 92.3 92.0 98.4** 95. 7**
The Net herl ands 100.0 96. 2 101.3 104.2** 101.1**
Sweden 100.0 83.4 71.1  72.4** 73.3**

1.30 Trend in the nunbers of

countries

Sources: Council of Europe,

cal cul ati ons)

l[ive births from 1990 onwards in certain European

Recent denobgraphi c devel opnents in Europe 2000 (own

Eurostat, Popul ation and social conditions, Statistics in focus, 19/2001
(1) Figures for 1991
* Provisional figures
** Estimates
Births per 1000

1990 1995 1999 2000 2001
Regi on of Fl anders 12.0 11.0 10. 4 10.4 10. 4*
Bel gi um 12. 4 11.3 11.2 11.2 11. 2*
Cer many NA 9.4 9.4 9. 2** 9. 0**
France 13.5 12.6 12.6 13. 1** 13. 1**
Uni ted Ki ngdom 13.9 12.5 11.8 11. 4** 11. 2**
Italy 10.0 9.2 9.1 9. 7** 9. 4**
The Net herl ands 13.3 12.4 12.7 13. 0** 12. 5**
Sweden 14.5 11.7 10.0 10. 1** 10. 2**
1.31 Birth rate: nunber of births per 1000 inhabitants from 1990 onwards in

certain European countries
Sources: Council of Europe,

Recent denographi ¢ devel opnents in Europe 2000

Eurostat, Popul ation and social conditions, Statistics in focus, 19/2001
NA: not avail abl e
* Provisional figures
** Estimates
Fertility rates
1990 1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 1.55 1.50
Bel gi um 1.62 1.55 1. 60 1.61 1. 65*
Cer many NA 1.25 1.33 1.36 1. 34*



The child in Flanders 2001 21

France 1.78 1.70 1.75 1.79 1. 89*
Uni ted Ki ngdom 1.83 1.71 1.71 1.68 1. 64*
Italy 1.33 1.20 1.15 1.19 1. 25*
The Net herl ands 1.62 1.53 1.63 1.65 1.72*
Sweden 2.13 1.73 1.50 1.50 1. 54~

1.32 Overall fertility rate per worman from 1990 onwards in certain European
countries

Sources: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe 2000

NI'S, Popul ation statistics

NA: not avail abl e

* Provisional figures

Age on giving birth

1990 1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 27.8 28.7 29.1 29.1 29.2
Bel gi um 27.9 28.5
Ger many 27.6 28.3 28.6
France 28. 3 29.0 29.3
Uni t ed Ki ngdom 27.7 28.2 28.3 28.4
Italy 28.9 29.7
The Net herl ands 29.3 30.2 30.6 30.6 30.7
Sweden 28.5 29.2 29.7 29.8

1.33 Average age of wonen giving birth from 1990 onwards in certain European
countries

Sources: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe 2000

Study Centre for Perinatal Epidem ol ogy (SPE)

The Net herl ands, CBS, Statline

Teenage fertility rates

1990 1995 1996 1997
Bel gi um 8.6 6.7
Ger many 14. 6 9.4 9.6 9.5
France 9.2 6.9 6.8 6.7
United Ki ngdom 27.0 22.0 22.9
Italy 6.5 5.3
The Net herl ands 6.4 4.2 4.1 4.4
Sweden 9.8 6.1 5.5 5.0

1. 34 Nunber of births per 1000 wonen under the age of 19
Source: Eurostat, Key data in health 2000

Teenage births

1998

15- to 17-year-olds 18- to 19-year-olds

Bel gi um 3.4 19. 6
Ger many 5.3 25.2
France 3.4 18.6
Uni ted Ki ngdom 16.6 51.8
Italy 2.9 11.6
The Net herl ands 2.2 12.0
Sweden 2.2 13.0

1. 35 Nunber of births per 1000 wonen aged 15 to 17 and aged 18 to 19
Source: UNICEF, A |league table of Teenage Births in R ch Nations, 2001
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Births outside marriage

1990 1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 7.1 11.7
Bel gi um 11.6 17. 3 NA 20.1
Ger many 15.3 16. 1 20.0 21.6 23. 0*
France 30.1 37.6 40.1 40.7
Uni t ed Ki ngdom 27.9 33.6 37.6 38.8 39. 5%
Italy 6.5 8.1 9.0 9.2
The Net herl ands 11. 4 15.5 20.8 22.7 24.9
Sweden 47.0 53.0 54.6 55.3 55.3

1.36 Percentage of births outside marriage in certain European countries from
1990 onwards

Sources: NI'S, Population statistics

Counci | of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe, 2000

Eurostat, European Social Statistics, Denpgraphy, 2001 edition

* Provisional figures

Abortions

1990 1995 1998 1999
Regi on of Fl anders NA NA 8.5 8.9
Bel gi um NA 9.8
Ger many 15. 0* 12.8
France 22.4 21. 4
Uni ted Ki ngdom 24.7 23.9 27.9 27.9
Italy 28. 4 26.0 24.0
The Net herl ands 9.3 11.0
Sweden 30.2 30.4 34.8 34.8

1. 37 Nunber of abortions per 1000 births

Source: Council of Europe, Recent denopgraphic devel opnents in Europe, 2000
NA: not avail able

* 1991 figure

6. 2. Nunber of young children

The Region of Flanders is a small region within Europe. Wth 320 682 children
under the age of 5, Flemish children represent only a very small fraction of the
nunber of young children in the European Union. On 1 January 2000, there were a
total of approximately 20.2 million children under 5 in the European Union

Since 1995 the nunber of young children has decreased steadily. There were 7.6%
fewer children under 5 in the Region of Flanders in 2000 than in 1995. The
Region of Flanders is one of the areas where the nunbers are falling nost
steeply. Only in Sweden (-22.6% was the fall even greater. There was only a
very snmall fall in France (-1% and the Netherlands (-0.5%

Table 1.38 shows the number of children under 5 from 1995 onwards. Table 1.39
shows the percentage trend, with 1995 as the basis (1995 = 100).

A striking aspect of the denpbgraphic trend in European countries is the drop in
t he nunber of children, which is the conplenment to the nmore frequently nentioned
ageing of the population. From 1995 onwards, there has been a drop in the
pergengage of young children in the overall population in all the countries
st udi ed.

In the period 1995-2000, the Region of Flanders and the United Kingdom came in
the middle of the range of figures for the trend in the percentage of young
children in the population (-0.5%. The drop was snaller in Gernany (-0.3%,
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Italy (-0.29%, France (-0.1% and the Netherlands (-0.2%; the drop was nuch
greater in Sweden (-1.6% (see Table 1.40).

In the long term (2010 — 2020) a further decrease in the nunber of young
children can be expected, except in Sweden and the United Ki ngdom

An increase of about 5% in the nunber of children under 5 is expected in Sweden.
In Belgium the Netherlands and Germany the popul ation of children under 5 will
not be nmuch smaller than in 2000 (no nore than 1% lower). In other words, these
countries are coming to the end of the period of a decreasing nunber of
children. At -17% the unexpected decrease in Italy is nothing less than
spectacul ar (see Table 1.41).

Chil dren aged under 5

1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 346.9 329.1 323.8 320.7
Bel gi um 615. 1 584.9 579.1 577.2
Cer many 4 190.5 3 973.9 3 944.6
France 3 623.5 3 557.2 3 586.3 3 623.3
Uni ted Ki ngdom 3 858.8 3 691.3 3 646.2 3 607.7
Italy 2 769.5 2 688.9 2 652.9 2 659.0
The Net herl ands 988. 7 969. 4 976. 2 983.5
Sweden 605. 7 518.5 491.4 468. 7

1. 38 Nunber of children aged under 5 (in thousands) from 1995 onwards in certain
Eur opean countries
Source: Council of Europe, Recent denopgraphic devel opnents in Europe, 2000

Trend in the nunber of children

1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 100.0 94.9 93.3 92.4
Bel gi um 100.0 95.1 94.1 93.8
Ger many 100.0 96. 5
France 100.0 98. 2 99.0
Uni t ed Ki ngdom 100.0 95.7 94.5 93.5
Italy 100.0 97.1 95.8 96.0
The Net herl ands 100.0 98.0 98. 7 99.5
Sweden 100.0 85.6 81.1 77.4

1.39 Trend in the nunber of children aged under 5 from 1995 onwards in certain
Eur opean countries (1995 = 100)

Source: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe, 2000 (own
cal cul ati ons)

Per cent ages of young children

1995 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Fl anders 5.9 5.6 5.5 5.4
Bel gi um 6.0 5.7 5.7 5.7
Cer many 51 4.8
France 6.2 6.1 6.1 6.1
United Ki ngdom 6.6 6.2 6.1 6.1
Italy 4.8 4.7 4.6 4.6
The Net herl ands 6.4 6.2 6.2 6.2
Sweden 6.9 5.9 5.5 5.3
1.40 Age structure: percentages of children aged under 5 in the overal

popul ation from 1995 onwards in certain European countries
Sources: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe, 2000
NI'S, Population statistics
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Forecasts
2005 2010 2020

Bel gi um -1.2% -3.0% -0.2%
Cer many 5. 4% 5.1% -0.3%
France -0.6% -3. 5% -3. 4%
United Ki ngdom -2.3% 1. 2% 0. 0%
Italy 4. 9% -3.2% -17. 0%
The Net herl ands 4.5% -5.8% -1.0%
Sweden 1. 6% 4. 8% 5.6%

1.41 Prospective trends in the nunbers of children aged under 5 in the period
2005- 2010 in certain European countries, in conparison with 2000 (percentages)
Source: Eurostat, European Social Statistics, Denography, 2001 edition

6.3. Intercountry adoption

O all the countries studied, the lowest figure for the relative nunber of
intercountry adoptions is the UK, wth 0.59 per 100 000 inhabitants. Flanders
and Italy also have very snmall nunbers of intercountry adoptions: 2.91 per
100 000 inhabitants in Flanders and 3.68 in Italy. France, the Walloon Region,
the Netherlands and especially Sweden have a higher rate of intercountry
adoptions than Flanders. There are no figures available for Germany (see
Tables 1.42 and 1.43).

Adopti ons

Recei ving country 1995 1998 1999 2000 2001
Fl em sh Comunity (1) 202 188 184 210 173
Wal | oon Region (1) 228 299 266 290 246
Cer many NA NA NA NA

France 3 028 3 777 3 528 2 964 3 094
Uni ted Ki ngdom 154 258 277 351

Italy NA 2 233 2 177 NA 2 127
The Net her| ands 704 825 993 1192

Sweden 895 928 1 019 981

1.42 Trend in the nunbers of intercountry adoptions in certain European
countries from 1995 onwards

Sources: Information provided by the central authorities

CBS, Statline

(1) adoptions arranged t hrough an authorised adoption service only

NA: not avail able

Adopti ons per 100 000

Recei ving country 1995 1998 1999 2000 2001
Fl em sh Community (1) (2) 3.44 3.18 3.10 3.54 2.91
Wal | oon Region (2) (3) 6. 88 8. 99 7.98 7.24 7.35
Cer many NA NA NA NA
France 5.22 6. 43 5. 88 5. 00 5.20
United Ki ngdom 0. 26 0.44 0. 47 0.59
Italy NA 3.88 3.78 NA 3.68
The Net herl ands 4.56 5.27 6. 30 7.51
Sweden 10. 15 10. 49 11.51 11. 07

1.43 Trends in the nunbers of intercountry adoptions per 100 000 inhabitants in
certain European countries from 1995 onwards

Source: Information provided by the central authorities

(1) per 100 000 inhabitants in the Region of Flanders
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(2) adoptions arranged through an authorised adoption service only
(3) per 100 000 inhabitants in the Walloon Regi on
NA: not avail able

Ch. 2.
FAM LI ES W TH YOUNG CHI LDREN: | NCREASI NG DI VERSI TY

In this section, we shall be discussing the famly context of young children in
Fl anders. W shall look at the types of families in which children are grow ng
up (two-parent or one-parent famlies, married couple or cohabiting couple),
growing up wth brothers or sisters, nulticulturalism older parents and

grandparents. W shall also describe the child-rearing environment - roles and
values - in the famly.
By way of background information in the context of the family, we shall | ook at

marri age and di vorce in Fl anders.
Finally, sonme of the figures for Flanders will be set in a European context.

1. Two-parent or one-parent famly?

Most young children live in a two-parent fanmily. The nunmber of children aged
under 3 living in a one-parent famly amunts to 2.1% the figure is 5.5% for
children aged between 3 and 7, and 5.6% for children of primary school age. The
nunber of very young children (under 3 years) living in a one-parent fanmly is
falling. In 1998 it was still 4.2% (see Table 2.1).

The majority of children living in one-parent famlies live with their nother,
since follow ng divorce custody is still awarded to the nother in nost cases.

A very small nunmber of children live in nulti-generation famlies (under 0.5%
(see Table 2.2).

Type of famly

Chi I dren aged Children aged 3-7 Children aged Tot al
under 3 7-12
One-parent famly 2.1 5.5 5.6 4.9
Two- parent famly 97.9 94.5 94. 4 95.1
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.1 Children aged under 12 by type of famly (percentages)
Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

2. In the traditional nuclear famly?

The decline of the traditional nuclear famly is attracting nore and nore
attention. Data on the famlies in which young children live show that for them
the traditional nuclear famly is still usually the norm A nost 9 out of 10
children aged under 12 live with their natural fathers and nothers, who also
constitute a married couple (see Table 2.2).

13.5% of children under 3 live with a natural father and nother who are
cohabiting. More children aged under 3 than previously are living with parents
who constitute a cohabiting couple (13.5% as against 9.8%in 1998). Cohabitation
is not nerely a statistical category, but also has an inpact on the
rel ati onshi ps. The question, therefore, is whether this cohabitation constitutes
a tenporary or permanent situation. Longitudinal analysis of the data for 1992-
95 shows that the nbst commbn change experienced by children in the conposition
of their family is the marriage of their cohabiting parents.

Table 2.2 also shows that very few children (2.7% do not live with their
natural nothers. The nunber of children who do not live with their natural
fathers is also snall, but still anmounts to 5.6% 5.5% of children aged 3 to
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7 do not live with their natural father; for children of primary school age the
figure goes up to 6. 7%

Fam |y conposition

Chi |l dren Chi | dren Chi |l dren Tot a
aged aged 3-7 aged 7-12
under 3

Child of a married coupl e consisting

of its natural father and its natural

not her 82.3 89.8 89.3 88.2
Child of a married coupl e consisting

of its natural father and its non-natura

not her 0.7 0.0 0.6 0.4
Child of a married coupl e consisting

of its natural nother and its non-natura
f at her 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.4
Child of a married couple consisting of

its non-natural nother and its non-natura
f at her 0.0 0.4 0.8 0.5
Child of a cohabiting couple consisting

of its natural father and its natural

not her 13.5 3.1 0.3 3.7
Child of a cohabiting couple consisting

of its natural nother and its non-natura
f at her 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.3
Child of a cohabiting couple consisting

of its natural father and its non-natura

not her 0.0 0.8 2.3 1.3
Child of a cohabiting couple consisting

of its non-natural father and its

non- nat ural not her 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Child in a one-parent famly with its

nat ural not her 1.4 5.1 5.1 4.4
Child in a one-parent family with its

natural father 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.5
Child in a nulti-generation famly with

its father/nother and grandparents 0.0 0.4 0.3 0.3
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.2 Children aged under 12: conposition of the famly in which they live
(per cent ages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

3. Only child?

Most young children live in a fanmily with 1 or 2 brothers or sisters. A nost 30%
of children aged under 3 are only children, and 46.8% have 1 brother or sister
in the famly. In the case of children aged between 3 and 7, 14.1% are only
children and 56.6% have only 1 brother or sister in the famly. In the case of
children aged between 7 and 12, 45.5% have 2 or nore brothers or sisters in the
famly (see Table 2.3).

Brot hers and sisters

Children Children Children Total
aged aged 3-7 aged
under 3 7-12
Only child 29.8 14.1 8.6 14. 4
One brother or sister in the fanmly 46.8 56. 6 46. 0 49.7
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Two brothers and/or sisters 17.7 21.9 31.5 25.7
infamly
Three brothers and/or sisters 5.0 5.5 8.4 6.8
infamly
Four or nore brothers and/or 0.7 2.0 5.6 3.4

sisters in fanmly

Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0

2.3 Nunber of brothers and/or sisters with whom children aged under 12 live
(per cent ages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

4. Multicultural famlies

A consi derabl e number of young children are growing up in a famly in which one
or both parents do not have Belgian nationality (see Table 2.4). These
percent ages have increased since 1998, when 5.8% of young children had one non-
Bel gian parent and in the case of 2.3% of young children neither parent had
Bel gi an nationality.

Mul ticultural famlies

Chi I dren Chi l dren Chi I dren Tot a

aged under aged 3-6 aged 7-12

3
Bot h parents are Bel gi an 84.4 91.9 89.5 89.4
Nei t her parent is Belgian 3.9 2.6 3.1 3.1
One parent is Belgian 11.7 5.5 7.4 7.6
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.4 Children aged under 12: percentage of children whose parents are or are not
Bel gi an at the present tine

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

5. A der parents?

Extensive information is available on the age of mothers at the tine of the
birth of their children thanks to the obstetric records of the SPE (see also
Chapter 1, section 5.3). The Panel Study of Belgian Households also gives
information on the age of fathers on the birth of their children, which shows
that a significant nunber of children have an older father. 19,5% of the
children started their lives with a father aged 36 or over (see Table 2.5).

A der parents

Chil dren Chi I dren Chi I dren Tot a
aged under 3 aged 3-6 aged 7-12
Age of the nother at the birth
- 20 years 2.2 3.2 3.1 2.9
21 - 30 years 59.7 66. 1 71.6 67.5
31 - 35 years 28.8 26. 4 20.9 24. 2
36 - 40 years 8.6 4.3 4.5 5.2
41 years or over 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.1
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Age of the father at the birth

- 20 years 1.5 0.0 0.3 0.4
21 - 30 years 37.7 42. 8 59.4 49. 6
31 - 35 years 41. 3 45. 3 29.3 37.0
36 - 40 years 12.3 11.1 7.6 9.7
41 years or over 7.2 0.8 3.5 3.3
Tot al 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.5 Children aged under 12: age of the nother and the father when the child was
born (percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

6. Contact with nother and father

The data on the frequency of the child s contact with its parents confirm what
was al ready suggested by the conposition of the fanmly (see section 1): only
some 11.5% of young children do not see their nmother and father every day.

This percentage increases slightly as the children get older, from 6.4% of
children under 3 to 14.8% of children aged 7 to 12. \Were children do not see
one of their parents every day, it is usually the father (see Table 2.6).

Parental contact

Chil dren Chi l dren Chil dren Tot a
aged under aged 3-7 aged 7-12
3
Sees not her and father every day 93.6 90. 2 85.2 88.5
Sees not her every day and fat her
several tinmes a week 2.1 2.4 5.3 3.7
Sees not her every day and fat her
around once a week 2.8 0.8 2.8 2.1
Sees not her every day and fat her
once or twice a nmonth or less often 0.7 2.4 3.1 2.4
Sees not her every day and never
sees fat her 0.0 1.2 2.0 1.3
Sees not her several tines a week
and father several tinmes a week 0.0 0.4 0.8 0.5
Sees father every day and not her
several tinmes a week 0.7 1.2 0.0 0.5
Does not see father or nother
every day 0.0 1.6 0.8 0.9
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.6 Children aged under 12: frequency of contact with parents (children in two-
parent famlies only - percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

7. Young children and grandparents

About half of the children still have four grandparents. The percentage is
slightly lower for children of primary school age (see Table 2.7). This
percentage is probably an underestimate, as for quite a nunber of children the
data on this were not avail able.
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Most children live only a short distance fromtheir grandparents: around 10% of
children live less than 1 km away; sonme 60% live a maxinmum of 9 km away.
Rel atively speaking, children aged 7-12 live slightly further away. This |ast
item of data is for 1997. Since 1998 the Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds has
stopped i ncl uding the distance from grandparents.

G andparent s

Chi I dren Chil dren Chi I dren Tot a

aged under 3 aged 3-7 aged 7-12
4 grandparents 55.5 52.5 44.1 49.1
3 grandparents 28.5 29.2 30.1 29.5
2 grandparents 3.7 8.8 16. 1 11.2
1 grandparent 0.7 2.1 2.7 2.1
No grandparents 0.0 0.0 1.8 0.8
Not known 11.7 7.5 5.4 7.3
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
2.7 Children aged under 12: nunber of grandparents still alive (children in two-

parent famlies only - percentages)
Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

8. Roles and values in famlies with young children

The majority of young children live in a fanmily in which the nother says that
she is responsible for nore than half of household tasks. Nearly 6 out of 10
children aged under 12 live in a famly in which the nother is responsible for
more than three-quarters of household tasks. In families with children under 3,
the division of household tasks appears to be nore bal anced. “Only” 50% have a
not her who says that she does nore than three-quarters of household tasks. About
20% do half to three-quarters and another group of slightly nmore than 20% do
“only” a quarter to half of household tasks (see Figure 2.8).

The question remains as to whether we are dealing with a devel opnment over tinme
here — a trend towards nore sharing of caring tasks — or whether this is
connected with the age of the child — nore sharing of the work involved in
caring for very young children.
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Household tasks
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O Mother does more than 3/4
W Mother does 1/2 to 3/4
60 ] — OIMother does 1/4 to 1/2
—‘ O Mother does less tahn 1/4
40 W Mother does no tasks
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Children aged Children aged 3-7 Children aged 7-12
under 3
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Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

Anot her elenent that is crucial to famly lifestyle is the division of decision-
maki ng between nother and father. Alnost 6 out of 10 young children live in a
famly in which nore than half the decisions are predoninantly taken by both
parents. Around 15% of the children live in a famly in which nore than half the
deci sions are taken by the father only.

Most young children are socialised in a famly in which the voices of the nother
and father carry equal weight, with a culture of consultation prevailing (see
Table 2.9).

Deci si on- maki ng

Chi l dren Chi l dren Chi l dren Tot a
aged under 3 aged 3-7 aged 7-12
More than half the decisions
are taken jointly 59.1 65. 6 54.6 59.7
More than half the decisions
are taken by the father only 16. 8 13.3 16. 3 15. 4
The partners disagree about who
takes about half of the decisions 13.9 12.9 16.9 15.0
O her situation 10. 2 8.2 12. 2 9.9
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.9 Children aged under 12 by who takes decisions in the famly (children in
two-parent families only - percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

The | argest percentage of young children (around 40% have parents whose chil d-
rearing values are primarily or conpletely geared to furthering the child's
aut onony (see Table 2.10). The second-largest group consists of young children
whose parents do not share the sane child-rearing values: one parent is
primarily or conpletely conformist, while the other parent supports an
upbringing that is conpletely or primarily geared to the autonony of the child.
Parents who are geared to the autonony of the child attach inportance to val ues
such as being independent, having a sense of responsibility, being inaginative
and creative, being tolerant, respecting people, possessing | eadership
qualities, showing self-control, being resolute and persevering

Bei ng conform st neans that parents attach inportance to val ues such as having
good manners, being polite and being tidy, being brave, honest and patient,
being able to save, being pious, helpful and altruistic, and bei ng obedi ent and
| oyal .

Chil d-rearing val ues

Chi I dren Chil dren Chi I dren Tot a
aged under 3 aged 3-7 aged 7-12
Primarily or conpletely
Conf orm st 14.2 17.6 17.8 17.1
M xed 32.6 33.2 28.8 31.0
Primarily or conpletely
geared to autonony 44. 0 40. 6 43.9 42.8
No answer 9.2 8.6 9.5 9.1
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.10 Children aged under 12 by child-rearing values held by their parents
(children in two-parent famlies only - percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily
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The mpjority of children live in a famly that is very open to contacts with
friends and relatives (see Table 2.11). Open fanilies agree that they are often
in the conmpany of friends (reciprocal visits) and say that they have a lot of
contact with relatives

Openness of famlies

Chi l dren Chi l dren Chil dren Tot a
aged under 3 aged 3-7 aged 7-12
Ol osed. not very open 14. 6 9.5 14. 2 12.7
Fairly open famly 15.3 17.8 16.9 16.9
Very open fanily 70.1 72.6 68. 8 70.5
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2.11 Children aged under 12 by the extent to which the famly to which they
bel ong is open/closed (children in two-parent famlies only - percentages)
Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

9. Explanatory notes

9.1. Marriages

There were 24 994 marriages in the Region of Flanders in 2000; a slight increase
of 245 (+1.0% conpared with 1999. The overall marriage rate is 4.20 per 1000
i nhabitants. 2000 is the first year since 1990 in which the nunber of narriages
has not continued to fall. However, this does not mean that the long-term
downward trend has conme to an end. The provisional figure for 2001 indicates
23 201 marriages, a decrease of 7.1% (see Table 2.12 and Figure 2.13).

In our country, the average age on narriage is 32 years and 11 nonths for nen
and 30 years and 1 nonth for wonmen. The nedian age is about 3 years younger: 29
years and 8 nmonths for nmen and 27 years and 3 nonths for wonen (2000). There has
been an increase in both the average and nedi an ages of about 5 nonths for nen
and 3 nmonths for wonen conpared with 1999. There is a conspicuous difference
bet ween the average age on marrying for the first time and the second tinme. The
average age on nmarriage of nmen and wonen who have not been married before is 28
years and 4 nonths and 26 years respectively. The average ages on their first
marriage were noticeably lower than in 1999 (3 nonths and 7 nonths younger
respectively). Wuere divorced nen marry divorced wonen, the average age of the
men was 45 years and 4 nonths and the average age of the women was 41 years and
7 months (2000). The average age on renarriage of divorced nmen and wonen
i ncreased conpared with 1999 (by 2 years and 6 nmonths and 2 years and 2 nonths
respectively).

Marriages at a young age are fairly unusual: 2.5% of wonmen and 0.5% of nen under
the age of 20 got nmarried in the Region of Flanders in 2000. In 60 nmarriages or
0.2% both the man and the worman were under the age of 20. There was a decrease
in the nunber of marriages of women under 20 (-10.6% and an increase in the
nunber of narriages of nen under 20 (+5.2% conpared with 1999.

Mar ri ages
Nunber Per 1000 i nhabitants
1999 24 749 4,17
2000 24 994 4,20
2001 23 201*

2.12 Nunber of marriages in the Region of Flanders
Source: NI'S - Marriage and divorce statistics
* Provisional figure
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Marriage trend
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2.13 Trend in the nunber of nmarriages in the Region of Flanders
Source: NS - Marriage and divorce statistics

9.2. Relationship breakdowns

In 2000, there were 14 389 divorces in the Region of Flanders, representing an
increase in conparison with 1999. In 2000, there were over 242 divorces per
100 000 inhabitants. The provisional figure for 2001 is 15 197, an increase of
808 or 5.6% (Table 2.14 and Figure 2.15).

However, divorce figures do not give a conplete picture of the nunber of
breakdowns in cohabitation. In addition to divorces there are separations and
the dissolution of other forms of relationship.

Di vor ces
Nunber Per 100 000 i nhabitants
1999 13 961 235.55
2000 14 389 242. 22
2001 15 197*

2.14 Nunber of divorces in the Region of Flanders
Source: NIS - Marriage and divorce statistics
* Provisional figure
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2.15 Trend in the nunber of divorces in the Region of Flanders
Source: NIS - Marriage and divorce statistics

10. The European cont ext

Many children live in one-parent famlies, but they are still in a mnority. The
increase in the nunber of children living in one-parent famlies has been one of
the nobst conspicuous socio-denographic trends in FEurope in recent years.
Attention has been drawmn to a parallel with the increase in the two main
phenonena | eading to one-parent famlies, nanmely the breakdown of relationships
and births outside marriage.

In Belgium 8.2% of fanmilies with children are one-parent fanmilies, a figure
which is conparable with the figures for France, the Netherlands and GCermany.
The United Kingdom and Sweden have much hi gher percentages: over 20% of children
live in a one-parent fanily (see Table 2.16).

Children in one-parent famlies

Bel gi um (1992)

Germany (1994)

France (1994)

Uni ted Ki ngdom (1995)
Italy

The Net herl ands (1994)
Sweden (1995) 2

N
PN_ONO®

wb%owmm

2.16 Children in one-parent famlies in certain European countries: percentage
of children under the age of 18 who lived in a one-parent fanmly around 1995
Source: UNI CEF, A |league table of Child Poverty in Rich Nations, 2000

NA: not avail able

The marriage rate is rather on the low side in the Region of Flanders (see Table
2.17).

Only Sweden has fewer nmarriages per 1000 inhabitants. The marriage rate is
hi ghest in the Netherl ands.

WIllingness to get married has decreased over the past few decades in all the
countries investigated. This falling trend is coupled with marriage at an ever
| ater age and an increase in other forns of cohabitation

Marri ages per 1000

1990 1995 1998 1999 2000 2001
Regi on of Fl anders 6.7 5.2 4.3 4.2 4.2 3. 9%
Bel gi um 6.5 5.1 4.4 4.3 4.4 4. 1*
Cer many 6.5 5.3 5.1 5.2 5.1*
France 5.1 4.4 4.8 4., 8* 5. 1*
United Ki ngdom 6.5 5.5 5.1 5.1
Italy 5.6 5.1 4.8 4.8
The Net herl ands 6.4 5.3 5.5 5.7 5. 5%
Sweden 4.7 3.8 3.6 4.0 4.5

2.17 Nunber of marriages per 1000 inhabitants (overall marriage rate) from 1990
onwards in certain European countries

Sources: Council of Europe, Recent denographi c devel opnents in Europe, 2000
Eurostat, European Social Statistics, Denpgraphy, 2001 edition

NI'S, Popul ation statistics

* Provisional figures

In all the countries studied, with the exception of Italy, there are 2 to 3
di vorces per 1000 inhabitants. Italy has only 0.6 divorces per 1000 inhabitants
(see Table 2.18).
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Di vorces per 1000

1990 1995 1998 1999 2000 2001
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2.18 Number of divorces per 1000 inhabitants from 1990 onwards in certain
Eur opean countries

Sources: Council of Europe, Recent denographi c devel opnents in Europe, 2000
Eurostat, European Social Statistics, Denpgraphy, 2001 edition

NI'S, Popul ation statistics

* Provisional figures

Ch. 3.
PROSPERI TY AND DEPRI VATI ON

In this chapter, we look at the income situation of famlies with young
children, both objectively and from the famlies’ own perspective. The
participation of parents in enploynent is an inportant determ ning factor here.
Enpl oyment still offers the npbst inportant protection against poverty. O her
details to do with enploynent, such as whether parents work full-time or part-
time and whether they work outside normal working hours, also influence the
availability of parents for child care.

We shall then | ook at deprivation in Flanders.

W will also ook at the hone circunstances of young children, an indicator of
the level of confort in the famly but also of the stability or instability of
the living environnent, and at the possession of certain consumer goods in
famlies with young children

Finally, the situation in Flanders will be conpared in a nunber of respects with
the situation in certain European countries.

1. One-incone or two-incone famlies

The nunber of wage or salary earners in the famly is a good starting point from
which to outline the incone situation of famlies with young children. Most
children live in a two-incone famly. The nunber of two-incone fanmlies is
| owest anmong the children aged 7 to 12 years (70.49%.

Most two-incone fam lies have two inconmes from enploynment (see Table 3.1).

One-incone or two-incone famlies

Chi l dren Chi I dren Chil dren Tot a
aged under 3 aged 3-7 aged 7-12
Two-inconme famlies 76. 2 83.8 70. 4 76.0
of whi ch
2 inconmes from enpl oynment 67.5 73.1 62.7 67.1
1 incone from enpl oynent
and 1 repl acenment incone 8.7 10. 3 6.5 8.2
2 repl acenent incones 0.0 0.4 1.2 0.7
One-incone famlies 23.8 16. 3 29.3 23.9
of whi ch
i ncomre from enpl oynent 15.9 12. 4 21.6 17. 4
repl acenent incone 7.9 3.9 7.7 6.5
No i ncorme from enpl oynent
or incone replacing this 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.2
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Tot al 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0

3.1 Children aged under 12 living in one-incone or two-incone famlies (children
in two-parent famlies only - percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

2. Famly incone |evel

Figure 3.2 gives an overview of the net nmonthly disposable income of famlies
with young children. About 4% have to live on a net disposable inconme of |ess
than 991.57 euro (40 000 Belgian francs). Al nost 25% have an incone above
2974.72 euro (120 000 Bel gi an francs) per nonth.

Al nost 73% of young children live in a fanily that says it finds it quite easy
to very easy to manage. Around 10% of children aged under 12 live in a famly
that finds it difficult to very difficult to nanage. Alnost 17%live in a famly
that finds it quite difficult to manage on its incone. Figure 3.2 shows this by
age group.

This subjective opinion parallels the situation with respect to the famly’'s
ability to save. The families of 67.4% of the children manage to save. This
percentage is lower anong fanmilies with children aged 7 to 12 (see Figure 3.4).

Mothly income

100% O Meer dan 160.000 Belgian francs
80% H Il 140.000 tot 160.000 Belgian francs
- @ 120.000 tot 140.000 Belgian francs
60% Il 100.000 tot 120.000 Belgian francs
40% [180.000 tot 100.000 Belgian francs
20% [J60.000 tot 80.000 Belgian francs
0% — ‘ — ‘ I m40.000 tot 60.000 Belgian francs
Childrenaged  Children aged 3-7 Children aged 7-12  1320-000 10140.000 Belgian francs
under 3

3.2 Children under the age of 12: net disposable income of the famly (income
after deduction of tax and social insurance contributions) (percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily
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3.3 Children aged under 12: how does the famly manage on its current nonthly
i ncone? (percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

Saving
100 -
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Children aged under 3 Children aged 3-7 Children aged 7-12
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3.4 Children aged under 12: does the fanmly nanage to save? (percentages)
Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

3. Children in famlies living at subsistence |evel

Approximately 14 000 children live in famlies that have to get by on a
subsi stence-l evel incone (1 January 2000). These are the children these famlies
have to provide for. Conpared with 1 January 1999, the nunber of children in
famlies with a subsistence-level inconme has fallen slightly (-2.5% (see Table
3.5).

Children in famlies on a subsistence i ncone

1999 2000
Famlies with 1 child 3 427 3 218
Famlies with 2 children 4 216 4 088
Famlies with 3 children 2 985 2 937
Families with 4 children 1 852 1 904
Famlies with 5 or nore chil dren* 2 012 1 984
Total nunber of children* 14 492 14 131
Per 1000 children aged under 18: 11.8 11. 6

3.5 Nunber of children in famlies on a subsistence level of incone by famly
si ze and nunber per 1000 children under the age of 18 — Fl enish Region

Source: Mnistry of Social Affairs, Public Health and the Environment, M ninum
I nconme Depart nment

* Estinmated figures

4. Participation of parents of young children in enpl oynent
4.1. Participation in enploynent, full- or part-tine, breaks in
enpl oynment
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Around 67% of children aged under 12 have a nother in paid enpl oynment. Mre pre-
school children have a nother who has taken a tenporary break from enpl oynent
than do children who attend school: 9% as against approximately 4% or less for
children attendi ng school (see Table 3.6).

Mot hers quite often work part-tinme: in the case of over 1 in 4 of the pre-school
children who have a working nother, she works part-tine. Mot hers  of
school children work part-tinme nore often than do nothers of pre-school children

79. 3% of pre-school children have a nother who works full-tine, conpared with
63.4% of nursery-schoolchildren and 67.1% of primry-schoolchildren whose
nmot hers work full-tine (see Table 3.7).

Most children have a father in paid enploynent, virtually always working full-
time (see Tables 3.6 and 3.7).

In the case of children whose nothers are currently not in paid enploynent, the
nmot her has wusually been in paid enploynent at some tinme. Only in the case of
about 19% of children has the nmother never been in paid enploynment. The figure
i s highest anong primary-school children (21.1% (see Table 3.8).

Enpl oynment situation

Pre- school Chil dren Chil dren Tot a
children attendi ng attendi ng
nursery pri mary
school school
Mot her
Pai d enpl oynent 66. 7 74.7 62.9 67.2
No pai d enpl oynent 24. 4 21.1 36.0 29.4
Tenporary break from work 8.9 4.2 1.1 3.4
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Fat her
Pai d enpl oynent 91.3 93.8 91.0 92.0
No pai d enpl oynent 8.7 6.2 9.0 8.0
Tenporary break from work 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

3.6 Enploynent situation of parents of children aged under 12 (children in two-
parent families only - percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

Enpl oynment situation: full-tinme/part-time work

Pr e- school Chil dren Chil dren Tot a
chil dren att endi ng att endi ng
nursery school primary schoo
Mot her wor ks
full-tine 79.3 63. 4 67.1 67.9
part-tine* 20.7 36. 6 32.9 32.1
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Fat her works
full-tine 100.0 97.9 98.5 98. 6
part-tine* 0.0 2.1 1.5 1.4

Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0




The child in Flanders 2001 38

3.7 Children aged under 12: enploynment situation of parents: full-time or part-
time work (percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

* Part-time: a mninumof 15 hours and a nmaxi num of 30 hours of work per week

No enpl oynent or tenporary break from enpl oynent

Pr e- school Chil dren Chi | dren Tot al
children attendi ng attendi ng

nursery pri mary

school school

Mot her is unenpl oyed and
claiming benefit and has
had paid work at sone tine 28.1 28.3 12. 8 18. 4
Mot her is unenpl oyed and
clai ming benefit and has

never had paid work 3.1 2.2 0.8 1.4
Mot her is a housew fe and

has had paid work at sone tine 50.0 54. 4 58.7 56.1
Mot her is a housew fe and

has never had pai d work 18.8 13.0 21.1 18.9
O her 0.0 2.2 6.8 5.3
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Per cent age of children whose

not her has no pai d enpl oynent

or is taking a tenporary break

from enpl oynent 26.0 21.6 36.5 30.1

3.8 Children aged under 12: situation of nothers without paid enploynent or
taking a tenporary break from enploynment (children in two-parent famlies only -
per cent ages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

4.2. Working outside normal working hours

For about 48% of the children whose nmothers work, this neans that she works
normal hours, that is to say she never works at the weekend and she never works
before 7 a.m. or after 8 p.m. Wiere nmothers do work outside normal working
hours, this usually involves weekend work conbined with early or late hours.
There is virtually no difference according to whether the child does or does not
attend school .

It is much nore common for fathers to work outside normal working hours. Around
3 out of 4 children have fathers who al so work outside normal hours (see Table
3.9).

Wor ki ng out si de nornmal wor ki ng hours

Pr e- school Chi |l dren Chi | dren Tot al
chi l dren at t endi ng att endi ng
nursery primary
school school
Mot her wor ks
Not in the week before
7 am or after 8 p.m
and not at the weekend 44.9 50. 4 47.1 47. 8
In the week before
7 am or after 8 p.m 11.5 7.1 7.4 8.3

At the weekend 12.8 14. 2 12. 2 12.9
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In the week before 7 a.m
or after 8 p.m
and at the weekend 30.8 28.4 33.3 31.1

Tot al 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Fat her wor ks
Not in the week before
7 am or after 8 p.m

and not at the weekend 26.7 29.2 25.3 26.5
In the week before 7 a.m
or after 8 p.m 18. 6 16.9 22.2 20. 2
At the weekend 10.5 4.6 6.9 6.7

In the week before 7 a.m
or after 8 p.m
and at the weekend 44,2 49. 4 45. 6 46.5

Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

3.9 Children aged under 12: incidence of parents working outside normal working
hours (percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

4.3. Wrking set or variable hours

Over 6 children in 10 have a mother who works set hours. The percentage of
children with a father who works set hours is only slightly |ower. About 20% of
the parents work flexible hours (see Figure 3.10).

Wor ki ng hours

Mother has
100
80 @ Set working hours
60 [ Variable working hours
O Flexible working hours
40
p N e[
o LIl |

Pre-school children  Children attending Children attending
nursery school primary school
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Father has

100
90
80
70
60
50 O Flexible working hours
40
30

20 |
o m
0 [ ]

Pre-school children  Children attending Children attending
nursery school primary school

@ Set working hours

m Variable working hours

3.10 Children aged under 12: incidence of parents working set, variable or
fl exi bl e worki ng hours (percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

5. Deprivation in children

Child and Family records data on deprivation every year. In these records,
deprivation is defined as a lasting situation in which people are deprived of
opportunities to participate adequately in things to which society attaches
great val ue, such as education, enploynent and housi ng.

Six selection criteria have been derived fromthis definition, on the basis of
which it is determined whether or not a famly is considered to be
underprivileged, nanely the famly's nonthly incone, the parents’ educational
level, the <children’'s developnent, the parents’ enploynent situation, and
housi ng and health. If a famly fulfils three or nore criteria, it is considered
to be underprivil eged.

Al famlies with a child born between 1 January 2001 and 31 Decenber 2001 were
assessed in accordance with the 6 criteria, and each underprivileged famly was
asked for information in connection with the assessnment criteria.

About 4.8% of children born in 2001 (in the Region of Flanders) were born into
an underprivileged famly (provisional figure). This percentage represents 2952
children in the Region of Flanders. The percentage of children born into
underprivileged famlies has renmamined virtually unchanged in conparison wth
2000 (see Table 3.11).

Figure 3.12 shows the trend since 1992. Over this period the percentage has
gradually risen to alnpbst double. Gven that Child and Famly focuses its
attention on the problem of deprivation, this rise may reflect increased access
to this group and better recording of the phenonmenon rather than an actual
increase in the problemin Fl anders.

Underprivileged famlies

2000 2001*
Ant wer p 5.8 5.6
Fl em sh Br abant 2.7 1.8
West Fl anders 4.6 5.0
East Fl anders 4.8 5.4
Li mbur g 5.2 5.4
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Tot al 4.7 4.8

3.11 Nunber of underprivileged famlies anmong famlies with a child born in the
course of the year, by province (percentages)

Source: Child and Famly - Atlas of deprivation in famlies with young children
* Provisional figures

% Trend in underprivileged families
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3.12 Trend in the percentage of underprivileged fanilies in famlies with a
child born in the course of the year - Region of Flanders
Source: Child and Fanily - Atlas of deprivation in famlies with young children

The percentage of underprivileged famlies varies by province. The highest
percentage of wunderprivileged famlies with young children, namely 5.6% is
found in the province of Antwerp, and the lowest in Flem sh Brabant, with 1.8%
In the provinces of Linburg, East Flanders and Wst Flanders, percentages of
5.4% 5.4% and 5.0% respectively were recorded (see Table 3.11). Conpared with
2000, the figure is higher in the provinces of East Flanders, Wst Flanders and
Li mburg and lower in the provinces of Antwerp and Fl em sh Brabant.

Deprivation is highly concentrated in a limted nunber of nunicipalities. Half
of all children born into an underprivileged family live in nine nmunicipalities.
These are Antwerp, Ghent, Mechelen, GOstend, Bruges, Heusden-Zolder, Aalst,
Beri ngen and Menen.

Antwerp (665), Chent (333) and Mechel en (109) have the |argest nunbers of births
into underprivileged famlies.

Most wunderprivileged famlies face a conplex conbination of problens. A |ow
mont hly i ncone and the poor enploynent situation of the parents are the criteria
i ndi cated nost frequently. A low |evel of education on the part of one or both
parents is indicated in alnmost 2 out of 3 underprivileged famlies. Poor housing
is reported for slightly over half of underprivileged famlies. Over 4 in 10 of
the children have devel opnental problens. Poor health scores |owest (see Table

3.13).
The records al so show that in the case of alnpbst 4 out of 10 children born into
an underprivileged fanmly, the famly 1is Iliving in poor socio-econonic

circunstances (38.7%. This neans that these fanilies are poorly situated in
terns of incone, education and enpl oynent.

Probl ens of deprivation

2000 2001*
Low nont hly i ncone 77.0 77.3
Poor enpl oynent situation of parents 77.7 76.7
Low | evel of education of one or both parents 66. 8 64. 4
Poor housi ng 54.9 54.1

Problenms in children s devel opnment 43.5 41.1
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Poor health 28.5 26.5

3.13 Fulfilment of the various criteria for deprivation in wunderprivileged
fam |ies (percentages)
Source: Child and Fanmly - Atlas of deprivation in families with young children
* Provisional figures

6. Home circunstances

Most children live in a single-fanmly hone. About 4% live in an apartnent or
flat. The famly usually also owns the hone. This percentage increases as the
child grows ol der (see Table 3.14).

Many young children have experienced noving house. Alnost half the children in
the 7-12 age group have not always lived in the sane hone (see Table 3.15).

Over 40% of the children live in a hone which has a nunber of faults. The main
faults are insufficient space (20.1%, poor soundproofing within the hone
(13.9% and nould and danp (10.5% (see Table 3.16).

Over 30% of the children live in a living environnent which has one or nore
faults. Street noise scores highest here (15.4%, noise from neighbours scores
next (12.6%, and pollution (10.6% cones in third place (see Table 3.16).

Honme
Children Children aged Children aged Total
aged under 3-7 7-12
3

Type of hone
Single-famly hone -
det ached house 36.8 54.3 53.9 50.9

Single-famly honme —

sem - det ached or

terraced house 53.7 39.8 39.0 42.0
Apartnent or flat in

building with fewer

than 10 homes 2.9 3.5 4.0 3.6
Apartnent or flat in

building with 10

or nmore hones 0.7 0.8 2.0 1.4
O her 5.9 1.6 1.1 2.2
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Resi dential status
Omner 67.1 78. 1 80.8 77. 4
Tenant 27.9 19.1 16.7 19.6
Living rent-free 5.0 2.7 2.5 3.1
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

3.14 Children aged under 12: type of honme in which the child s famly lives and
residential status (percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

Mobility
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Chi l dren Children aged Children Tot al
aged under 3-7 aged 7-12
3
Child has always lived in
t he sane hone 79.3 62.2 50. 6 60. 0
Child has noved house
at | east once 20.7 37.8 49. 4 40.0
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

3.15 Children aged under 12 according to whether or not the child has noved
house at | east once (percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

Li ving conditions

Chi l dren Children aged Children Tot al
aged under 3-7 aged 7-12
3
Faults in the hone
I nsuf ficient space 29.3 19.5 17.0 20.1
Too dark 8.6 5.5 8.1 7.3
Difficult to heat 6.4 2.4 3.6 3.7
Leaki ng roof 5.0 5.5 2.8 4.1
Moul d and danp 17. 4 9.4 8.7 10.5
Rotti ng woodwor k 6.5 5.9 5.0 5.6
Subsi dence, cracks 5.0 4.7 6.4 5.6
Poor soundpr oofi ng
wi thin the hone 10.7 14.1 15.1 13.9
Too little privacy with respect
to other people in the home 2.9 5.9 7.8 6.3
Too little privacy with respect
to nei ghbours .0 5.5 6.2 5.7
Percentage with one or nore
faults in the hone 49. 3 42. 6 40. 2 42. 7
Faults in living environnent
Noi se from nei ghbours 17.1 12.9 10.6 12.6
Street noise 22.9 12.9 14. 3 15. 4
Pol | ution 8.0 10. 2 12.0 10.6
Vandal i sm 10.0 5.1 8.7 7.7
Polluted air 3.7 2.3 3.9 3.3
Percentage with one
or nore faults
in the living environnent 40. 4 29.7 31.8 32.7

3.16 Children aged under 12: faults in the home and in the living environnment
(per cent ages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

7. Consuner goods in the fanmly

Almost all children live in a family that has a car (96.2% . 40% of famlies
actually have nore than 1 car. Possession of a colour TV (94.6% and a tel ephone
(96.2% is al so al nost universal
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51% have a nobile phone. O the “consumer goods” that the famlies were asked
about, the least common were an Internet connection (20.9%, answering nachine
(29.3% and di shwasher (56% (see Table 3.17).

Possessi on of consumer goods

Children Children aged Children Tot al

aged under 3-7 aged 7-12

3
Car 94. 8 98.0 95.5 96. 2
Col our TV 92.2 94.1 95.8 94.6
Vi deo recorder 81.6 85.6 87.4 85.7
M crowave oven 85. 8 87.9 82.1 84.8
Tel ephone 92.2 97.3 96. 9 96. 2
Answer i ng machi ne 31. 4 32.6 26.1 29.3
Mobi | e phone 52.5 51.2 51.0 51.0
Di shwasher 40. 4 57.8 60. 8 56.0
Airing cupboard 79. 4 88. 3 82.1 83.7
Per sonal conput er 56. 7 63. 3 68. 7 64.5
I nt ernet connection 18. 4 21.9 21.1 20.9

3.17 Children under the age of 12: possession by the famly of a nunber of
consuner goods (percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

8. The European cont ext

8.1. Participation in enploynment of famlies with young children
There are no European figures available on participation in enploynent of
famlies that include the child as a unit in the calculations. However, the
nunber of families with children under 14 that do not include an adult in
enpl oynent is known. The figure for Belgiumis on a par with that for the EU
Bel gi um scores better than the UK, but worse than Italy, Gernmany, France and the
Net her|l ands (see Table 3.18).

Famlies with no adult in enploynent

Bel gi um 11.0
Cer many 8.6
France 8.8
Uni ted Ki ngdom 19.5
Italy 7.6
The Net herl ands 9.3
EU 10.5

3.18 Percentages of famlies with children aged under 14 that do not include an
adult in enmploynent in certain European countries, 1996
Sour ce: COECD

There are wide variations in the countries studied in the |evel of enploynment of
wonen with young children. Wth over 60% Belgium has the second-highest rate
behi nd Sweden, with 75% In Italy, the former Federal Republic of Gernany and
the Netherlands, fewer than half these wonen are in enploynent. There are also
wide variations in full-tinme/part-time working, with Italy at one end of the
scale with wvirtually all wonmen in enployment working full-tine, and the
Net herl ands at the other end with nost wonen working part-tine (see Table 3.19).

Wor ki ng not hers

Ful I -time Part-tine Total in enpl oynment
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Bel gi um 38 24 62
Cer many 26 25 51
France 40 19 59
United Ki ngdom 18 35 53
Italy 37 6 43
The Net herl ands 6 41 46
Sweden* 55 40 75

3.19 Percentages of wonmen with a child aged under 10 who are in enploynent in
certain European countries - 1993

Sour ce: European Conmi ssion Network on Childcare, A Review of Services for Young
Children in the European Union 1990- 1995

* Sweden: figures relate to wonen with young children aged under 7

8.2. Poverty

Anot her inmportant aspect is the income situation of fanmlies wth young
children. One way of looking at this is to use the nobnetary poverty standard

According to the EU norm a child is living in poverty when the fanmly has an
income that is less than 50% of the average net reference income in the country
i n question.

There are great differences anong the European countries investigated in terns
of child poverty rates. The highest percentages are found in Italy and the UK
Percentages in Germany, France and the Netherlands are also slightly higher than
in Bel gium Sweden has an even | ower percentage than Bel gi um

The percentage is much higher among children in one-parent fanilies, except in
Italy (see Table 3.20).

Rel ati ve poverty*

Al fanmilies One-parent Two- par ent Rati o**
famlies famlies

Bel gi um (1992) 4.4 13.5 3.6 3.8
Germany (1994) 10. 7 51.2 6.2 8.3
France (1994) 7.9 26.1 6.4 4.1
Uni t ed Ki ngdom (1995) 19.8 45.6 13.3 3.4
Italy (1995) 20.5 22.2 20. 4 1.1
The Net herl ands (1994) 7.7 23.6 6.5 3.6
Sweden (1995) 2.6 6.7 1.5 4.5

3.20 Percentages of children aged under 18 living in famlies in relative
poverty in certain European countries around 1995, by one-parent and two-parent
famlies

Source: UNICEF, A league table of Child Poverty in Rich Nations, 2000

* Relative poverty: incone below 50% of the average income of the country,
nmeasured using the nedian (EU - 1984 definition)

** Ratio: %in one-parent families / %in two-parent famlies

However, poverty can also be neasured on the basis of non-nonetary indicators
To do this, the European Observatory on National Famly Policies uses indicators
such as living in a house with a leaking roof or danmp walls, since these
i ndi cators are associated with poverty in all European countries.

These figures show that, using the 'leaking roof' indicator, about

7% of children under the age of 16 live in poor conditions.

Measured on the basis of the ‘danmp walls’ indicator, there are fairly larg
di fferences between the countries studied, with the |lowest percentage in Ita
and the highest percentages in the UK and France (see Table 3.21).

e
y

Living conditions

Leaki ng roof Danp wal |'s
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Bel gi um 7.3 17.3
Cer many 7.1 13.2
France 8.0 22.0
United Ki ngdom 6.7 23.1
Italy 7.8 7.7
The Net herl ands 9.4 14.1
Sweden NA NA

3.21 Percentage of children aged under 16 who live in poor living conditions in
certain European countries, 1993

Source: European Observatory on National Fanmily Policies (ECHP data)

NA: not avail able

Ch. 4.
SOCI AL DEVELOPMENT

Socialisation of young children does not take place exclusively wthin the
famly. Froma very young age, children come into contact with a wide variety of
worlds. TV and video are an inportant channel for contact with the world outside
the famly. The annual holiday also plays an inportant part here. For npbst young
children there is also their child care: child care in the pre-school years is a
fact of daily life for many children in Flanders. School attendance fromthe age
of 2% is fairly universal in Flanders. Many children also have experience of
out - of - school care.

W also look at a nunber of traditional free-tinme activities anong
school children: sport, dance, art and crafts, nusic and theatre, youth
or gani sati ons.

A small nunber of children receive special support through the special youth
wel fare service or social services, subsidised by Child and Family

Finally, this chapter conpares the situation in Flanders with the situation in a
nunber of European countries.

1. Use of child care

1.1. Children aged under 2%

51. 2% of children aged between 3 nonths and 2% years are regularly, i.e. for at
| east one continuous period of 5 hours per week, |ooked after by relatives, a
child mnder or a child care centre (autunm 2001). Then there is another group
of 9.6% who nake limted use of child care. 39.2% of children aged 3 nonths to
2% years are not |ooked after by relatives, a child ninder or a child care
centre

Figure 4.2 shows the trend in the regular use of child care since 1991. The
fluctuations in previous years are probably partly due to changes in the
research nmethod, in particular the survey nethods and the definition of
“regular” use of child care.

Up to and including 1997, surveys were carried out in person by Child and
Family's district nurses. In 1999 the survey into the use of child care was
incorporated into a broader study of child care in Flanders. This used witten
gquestionnaires. In 2001 the traditional survey of the use of child care was
reinstated, although the interviews were mainly conducted by telephone wth
“average famlies”, with face-to-face interviews only with underprivileged and
ethnic mnority famlies. In addition, since 1999 people have been asked to
state the exact nunber of hours' child care they use and regular use has been
defined as at |east one continuous period of care of at least 5 hours per week.
This precise definition replaced the categories “regular”, *“occasional” or
“none” that the interviewees used to rank thensel ves.

Use of child care

Percentage of all children aged between 3 nonths and 2% years

Regul ar use 51.2
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Limted use 9.6
No use 39.2
Tot al 100.0

4.1 Use of child care for children aged 3 nonths to 2% years in the Region of
Fl anders — 2001 (percentage of all children aged 3 nonths to 2% years)

Source: Child and Family - Survey on the use of child care for children aged
under 3, autumm 2001

Trend in the use of child care
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4.2 Trend in the use of child care for children aged between 3 nmonths and 2%
years - percentages
Source: Child and Family - Survey on the use of child care for children aged
under 3, autumm 2001

Use of child care by ethnic mnority children and children from underprivil eged
famlies is much lower than in the group as a whole (see Table 4.3).

Use of child care by subgroups

Regul ar use Limted use No use
Et hnic minority children 22.5 5.4 72.1
Children in underprivil eged
Belgian fam lies 24.6 15. 7 59.7
Children in underprivil eged
ethnic mnority famlies 14.0 0.0 86.0
Al children 51.2 9.6 39.2

4.3 Ethnic mnority children and children in underprivileged famlies: use of
child care for children aged 3 nonths to 2% years in the Region of Flanders -
2001

Source: Child and Family - Survey on the use of child care for children aged
under 3, autumm 2001

Child care for children aged between 3 nonths and 2% is provided to a great
extent by child care facilities subsidised by Child and Fanmily: 30.0% use a
child mnder affiliated to a child care service, and 17.0% use a day nursery,
maki ng a total of 47.0% There has been a decrease of 5.5% in the percentage of
child care subsidised by Child and Family in conparison with 1999.

Grandparents provide 29.3% of child care and other fam |y menbers 3.1% I nfornal
child care accounts for a total of 32.4% remauining virtually unchanged from
1999.

Private child care - private child mnders and day nurseries - accounts for
18.6% of children. This share has risen by 3.6% which can be attributed to an
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increase in care by private child mnders (+1.6% and in private day nurseries
(+29% (see Table 4.4 and Figure 4.5).

Types of child care

Percent age of users of child care

1997 1999 2001*

G andparent s 37.0 27.3 29.3
O her relatives, friends, neighbours, etc. 3.9 4.8 3.1
Child minder affiliated to a service

(subsi dised by Child and Famly) 22.7 30.0 30.0
Day nursery (subsidised by Child and Fanily) 16. 6 22.5 17.0
Private child mnder registered with or

supervised by Child and Fam |y 12.3 8.5 10. 1
Private child care centre registered with or

supervi sed by Child and Fanily 5.4 6.5 8.5
O her (live-in staff, child-care and fanily

Support centre, |ocal enploynent

Agency (PWA), au pair, etc.) 2.0 0.7 1.3
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0

4.4 Children aged 3 nonths to 2% years: use of child care by type of child care
(Regi on of Fl anders)

Sources: Child and Family - Survey on the use of child care for children aged
under 3, autumm 1997 and 2001

Vanpée K., Sannen L., Hedebouw G, Child care in Flanders. Use, choice of child
care type and eval uation by the parents, H VA, Leuven, 2000

* Not included: child mnders of whomit is not known whether or not they are
subsidised (0.6% and child care centres of which it is not known whether or not
they are subsidised (0.3%

Trends in child care type

Formal child care: subsidised
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@ Child minder affiliated to a service
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Formal child care: supervised

o ief
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@ Private child minder @ Private child care centre
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4.5 Trend in the use of formal and informal child care for children aged between
3 nonths and 2% - percentages of users of child care

Sources: Child and Family - Survey on the use of child care for children aged
under 3

Vanpée K., Sannen L., Hedebouw G, Child care in Flanders. Use, choice of child
care type and evaluation by the parents, H VA Leuven, 2000

29.4% of the children who are cared for on a regular basis are cared for part-
time (see Table 4.6). 28.8% of regular users sonetines neke use of atypical
child care, that is to say care before 7 a.m, after 6 p.m or for nore than
11 hours per day.

Length of child care in days

1997 1999 2001
Full-tinme 29.3 33.7 29. 4
Part-time 69.1 66. 3 70. 6
Day and ni ght, night, weekend 1.6 0.0 0.0
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0

4.6 Intensity of child care per week anong children aged 3 nonths to 2% years
who regularly go to child care (= at least 5 hours per week) in the Region of
Fl ander s

Sources: Child and Family - Survey on the use of child care for children aged
under 3, autumm 1997 and 2001

Vanpée K., Sannen L., Hedebouw G, Child care in Flanders. Use, choice of child
care type and evaluation by the parents, H VA Leuven, 2000
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1. 2. School -age children

About 50% of children who are at nursery school and 28.6% of children at primary
school are regularly looked after by persons or facilities other than their
parents during the week (see Table 4.7).

In the case of children at nursery school, grandparents are the npbst inportant
child care resource. Gandparents |ook after about 40% of children attending
nursery school. In the case of children at primary school, child care provided
by and at the school is the npbst inportant type: 35.8% G andparents |ook after
34. 3% of these children (see Table 4.8).

Use of out-of-school care

Children attending Children attending

nursery school primary schoo
Regul arly 51.1 28.6
Very occasionally or never 48. 9 71. 4
Tot al 100.0 100.0

4.7 Use of out-of-school care for children attending nursery school or prinary
school in the Region of Flanders, 1999 (percentages)

Source: Vanpée K., Sannen L., Hedebouw G, Child care in Flanders. Use, choice
of child care type and eval uation by the parents, H VA Leuven, 2000

Types of child care

Percent age of users of child care

Children attending Children attending

nursery school primary schoo
Grandparent s 40. 6 34.3
O her relatives, friends, neighbours 7.3 14.9
Child care outside school (CQut-of-schoo
Child Care Initiative (1BO) 7.9 4.5
Child care provided by and at school 27.9 35.8
Child minder affiliated to a service 7.0 0.0
Private child m nder 4.9 1.5
Day nursery 1.1 1.5
Private child care centre 0.8 0.0
O her (local enploynment agency (PWY),
au pair, live-in staff, etc.) 2.5 7.5
Tot al 100.0 100.0

4.8 School -age children: use of child care by children attending nursery school
or primary school by type of child care, Region of Flanders, 1999 (percentages)
Source: Vanpée K., Sannen L., Hedebouw G, Child care in Flanders. Use, choice
of child care type and eval uation by the parents, H VA Leuven, 2000

1.3. Sick children

A sick child creates a difficult situation for fanmlies who use child care
facilities. In the autum of 2001, 18.2% of the children aged 3 nonths to
3 years were ill during the week of the survey. For alnobst 4 out of 10 children
(37.7%, being ill neant that their child care arrangenents changed. Many
parents nake arrangements within the imediate or extended family, by taking
| eave, days off in lieu or social |eave, by working at home or by calling on the
gr andparents.
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Children who normally go to day nursery experience nore changes when they are
ill. Children who are nornmally | ooked after by grandparents experience the |east
change.

Child care used in the event of illness: children aged under 3

| npact on the child care

Child care arrangenents not changed 62. 3

Child care arrangenents changed 37.7

Tot al 100.0

Nat ure of the change*

Non-wor ki ng partner |ooked after the child 6.1

Parent worked at home 12.1

Parent took social |eave 12.3

Parent took |eave or days off in lieu 23.3
Grandparents | ooked after the child 39.9

Rel ati ves, nei ghbours, acquai ntances | ooked after the child 3.8

Used service that provides care for sick children 1.3

Baby-sitter 2.5

Child care instead of school 1.2

O her 8.7

4.9 Care in the event of illness of children aged between 3 nonths and 3 years
who normal |y nake use of child care facilities or attend nursery school - 2001

Source: Child and Family - Survey on the use of child care for children aged
under 3, autumm 2001
* More than one answer possible

Al nost hal f of school-age children cannot go to their usual child care facility
when they are ill. In this situation also, the parents often take a day's | eave,
a day off in lieu or leave for social or famly reasons, or the grandparents
step in (see Table 4.10).

Child care used in the event of ill ness:
school -age chil dren

Children aged 2% 6 Children aged 6-12

Usual child care facility 49.1 41.5
- grandparents 42.1 33.8
- ot her 7.2 7.7
Parent (s) take(s) leave or a day off in lieu 39.3 32.3
Grandparents | ook after the child (1) 37.6 50.8
Parent (s) take(s) |eave for social
or famly reasons 36.8 36.9
Part ner does not work 20.1 9.2
O her (relatives, neighbours, friends)
| ook after the child (1) 10.5 3.1
Parent (s) work(s) at hone 10.5 7.7
Speci fic organi sati on that provides
child care for sick children 8.8 4.6
Child stays at hone al one 0.5 3.1
O her solution 4.5 4.6
4.10 Care used in the event of short-term illness of school-age children who
normally use child care in the Region of Flanders, 1999 (nore than one type
possi bl e)

Source: Vanpée K., Sannen L., Hedebouw G, Child care in Flanders. Use, choice
of child care type and eval uation by the parents, H VA Leuven, 2000

(1) G andparents/others who care for the child on a regul ar day-to-day basis are
not included here; they are included in the category “Usual <child care
facility”.
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2. Going to school

Most children in the Region of Flanders attend nursery school. Even before the
age of 3, school attendance is fairly universal. In the autum of 2001, 43.6% of
children aged between 2% and 3 attended school full-tinme and 37.9% part-tine,
not every day or not always for full days. 18.5% of these children were not yet
attendi ng school .

For many children attending nursery school or primary school, a day at school
| asts longer than the actual school hours: about 44% of children at nursery
school and al nost 66% of primary school pupils stay at school for |onger than
school hours (see Figure 4.11). On average they stay at school after official
school hours for 51 mnutes and 41 m nutes respectively.

The school, and in particular the nursery school, is a very short distance away
fromthe honme. 60.6% of children attending nursery school live a nmaxi mumof 1 km
from the school, and 32.3% live between 1 and 5 km away. The respective

percentages for children attending primary school are 52.2% and 38.4% (see
Figure 4.12). However, this short distance does not prevent 64% of nursery-
school chil dren and 54. 1% of primary-school children from being taken to school by
car (see Figure 4.13).

Length of time spent at school

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

0

@ Half-day or less at school
O School hours only

B More than school hours

%

Children attending  Children attending
nursery school primary school

4.11 Children aged under 12: length of time spent at school (percentages)
Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily



The child in Flanders 2001 53

Distance to school
100
90
80
70 W 15 km or more
60 @10 to 15 km
X 50 m>5 to 15 km
40 + 0O1to5km
30 L B 1 km maximum
20
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0 1
Children attending Children attending
nursery school primary school

4,12 Children aged under 12: distance to school (percentages)
Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

Travel
70
60
50 @ On foot
H By bicycle
40 OBy car
X y
30 OBy school bus
20 H By public transport
"
0 l

Children attending nursery Children attending primary
school schoo

4.13 Children aged under 12: neans of travelling to school (percentages)
Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

3. TV/video wat ching
Figure 4.14 shows how nmany hours per day children watch TV by age. TV watching
is gradual |y increasing.
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TV watching
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4.14 Children aged under 12: hours per day spent watching TV/videos by age
(per cent ages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

4. Annual holidays
About 85% of the children went on holiday in 1999 for at |least a week. There is
virtually no difference by age of the child (see Table 4.15).

Annual hol i days

Chil dren Chi I dren Children Tot a
aged under 3 aged 3-7 aged 7-12
The fam |y goes on hol i day 82.3 85.1 85.2 84.6
The fanmily does not go on holiday 17.7 14.9 14. 8 15. 4
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

4.15 Children aged under 12 who go on holiday for at |east one week a year
(per cent ages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

5. Free-tinme activities of school-age children

Children under the age of 7 do not engage in nany traditional free-tinme
activities, namely sport, dance, art and crafts, nusic and theatre and youth
organi sations. |If they do they are wusually involved in sport; 34.1% of the
children under the age of 7 do sone kind of sport.

Among children aged 7 to 12, 60% do sport and 31.1% take part in activities run
by a youth organisation. Misic and theatre attract 18.5% dance and arts and
crafts each account for about 10% (see Table 4.16).
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Free-tine activities

No Yes Nunmber of hours per week
Maxi num 1 1to 2 2to 3 3 or nore
hour hour s hour s hour s

Chi I dren under the age of 7

Spor't 65.9 34.1 15.7 14.1 3.2 1.2
Dance 93.2 6.8 4.8 2.0 0.0 0.0
Art and crafts 98.4 1.6 0.8 0.8 0.0 0.0
Music, theatre 98.4 1.2 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0
Yout h

or gani sati ons 94.4 5.6 0.4 0.4 4.0 0.8
Children aged 7 to 11

Spor t 39.7 60.3 14. 3 19.3 16.5 10. 3
Dance 90.2 10.9 7.0 2.0 0.8 0.0
Art and crafts 89.9 10.1 2.2 3.6 3.4 0.8
Music, theatre 81.5 18.5 5.9 3.9 3.4 5.3
Yout h

or gani sati ons 68.9 31.1 0.6 3.9 20.5 6.2

4.16 School -age children: free-tine activities anong children under the age of 7
and anong children aged 7 to 12 (percentages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gian Househol ds - year of observation 1999, processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

6. Children receiving supervision and support via special youth

wel fare

Supervi sion and support neasures are in place for a nunber of young children via
the special youth welfare comrittees and the juvenile courts. Child and Famly
subsi di ses the supervision and support neasures via special youth welfare for
sone of these children

6.1. Supervision and support via the special youth welfare

service, subsidised by Child and Fam |y

Sonme children and their famlies are given support or care in child care and
fam |y support centres or via services for placenment in foster famlies. This is
short-term care at the parents' request on account of special living, working,
horme, health or financial circunstances.

There were 4550 children registered in child care and fanmly support centres in
2001, i.e. children who received support on at |east one day in 2001. There were
278 children registered with the foster placenment services. These figures are
virtual Iy unchanged conpared with 2000 (see Table 4.17).

Supervi sion and support via Child and Fam |y

2000 2001
Tot al - 3yr 3-6 yr +6 yr Tota
Childcare and fam |y support centres 4 495 2 015 1 312 1 223 4 550
Foster placenent services 304 78 63 137 278
Tot al 4 799 2 093 1375 1 360 4 828

4.17 MNumber of children registered with a special youth welfare service,
subsidised by Child and Fanily

6. 2. Supervision and support via the special youth welfare service
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On 31 Decenber 2001, a total of 1936 children under 12 were being supervised by
a special youth welfare committee: 130 children under 3, 450 children aged 3-6
and 1356 children aged 6-12. The total nunber of children under the age of 12
recei ving supervision and support increased by 4.5% This can be attributed to
an increase in the nunber of children aged over 3 receiving supervision and
support. The nunber of children under 3 receiving supervision and support fel
from194 to 130 (-33.7%.

Data are also available on supervision neasures inposed by juvenile courts in
2001. On 31 Decenber 2001, 2151 children under 12 were subject to supervision
measures i nposed by the juvenile courts, of whom 180 were under 3, 472 were aged
3 to 6 and 1499 were aged 6 to 12 (see Table 4.18). There is a rise here too, of
4.8% which can also be attributed to an increase in the nunber of children over
the age of 3 who were subject to supervision mnmeasures. The nunber of children
under 3 subject to supervision neasures fell from 190 to 180 (-5.3%

This includes placenent in a foster hone by a foster care service, placenent in
supervi sed hostels, day centres, fanmly hostels, guidance or observation
centres, boarding schools, hospitals, or supervision by a honme supervision
service, preventive social neasures, and admission to facilities within Child
and Family or within the Flemsh Fund for the Integration of Persons with a
Disability (VFIPH) (see Tables 4.19 and 4. 20).

Supervi sion and support via the special youth welfare service

Speci al youth welfare Juvenil e court
committee
2000 2001 2000 2001
Chi Il dren aged under 3 194 130 190 180
Chil dren aged 3-6 429 450 403 472
Chil dren aged 6-12 1 229 1 356 1 460 1 499
Tot al 1 852 1 936 2 053 2 151

4.18 Nunbers of children subject to supervision by a special youth welfare
conmittee or a supervision neasure inposed by a juvenile court
Source: Mnistry of the Flem sh Community, Special Youth Welfare Departnent

Types of supervision and support via special youth welfare
conmittees

Chil dren Chil dren Chi l dren

aged under 3 aged 3-6 aged 6-12
Supervi sed hostel s 11 97 318
Day centres 0 2 229
Foster care services/foster famlies 95 186 376
Boar di ng school s* 0 8 22
Fam |y hostels 0 2 8
Shel ters, guidance and

observation centres 1 6 25

Preventive social neasures 19 38 153
Honme supervi sion services 0 104 200
Child and Fanily facilities 4 4 4
VFIPH facilities 0 2 10
Facilities outside Dutch-speaking areas 0 0 3
Ceneral hospitals 0 1 8
Free of charge 0 0 0
Not known 0 0 0
Tot al 130 450 1 356

4.19 Children subject to supervision by a special youth welfare conmttee: types
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of supervision and support, 2001
Source: Mnistry of the Flem sh Community, Special Youth Welfare Departnent
* Community boardi ng schools and state boardi ng school s

Types of supervision and support inposed by juvenile courts

Chil dren Chil dren Children

aged under 3 aged 3-6 aged 6-12
Supervi sed hostel s 22 90 340
Day centres 0 1 56
Foster care services/foster famlies 64 170 491
Boar di ng school s* 0 7 34
Fam |y hostels 1 2 15
Shel ters, guidance and

observation centres 0 1 16

Home supervi sion services 20 35 81
Child and Fanily facilities 27 33 27
VFIPH facilities 5 19 128
Facilities outside
Dut ch- speaki ng areas 0 4 9
Ceneral hospital s/psychiatric hospitals 2 2 6
Free of charge 38 107 293
Not known 1 1 3
Tot al 180 472 1 499

4.20 Children subject to a supervision neasure inposed by a juvenile court:
types of supervision and support, 2001

Source: Mnistry of the Flem sh Community, Special Youth Welfare Departnent

* ;bqnunity boardi ng schools, state boarding schools, privately run boarding
school s

7. The European cont ext

7.1. Child care

The level and use of child care varies widely from one country to another.
Bel gium leads the field, together with France and Sweden, in terns of the
percent age of subsidised child care places.

In some other countries, there is virtually no state child care provision for
children aged under 3 (see Table 4.21).

Only inconplete data are available on the use of child care — percentage use and
types of child care (see Table 4.22).

Subsi di sed child care

Bel gi um 30
Germany (former FRG 2
France 23
United Ki ngdom 2
Italy 6
The Net herl ands 8
Sweden 21

4.21 Nunmber of subsidised places per 1000 children aged under 3 in certain
Eur opean countries

Source: European Conmi ssion Network on Childcare, A Review of Services for Young
Children in the European Union 1990-1995

Use of child care

Fl em sh Comrunity 0O - 3 nonths: alnobst all children are |ooked after by
their parents.
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3 m- 2% years: 61.6% use child care, of whom 29% use
day nur seri es, 38.5% child m nder s and 32. 1%
grandparents or other relatives.

2% - 6 years: 51.1% use out-of-school care

French Conmunity 0 - 1 years: care by parents predom nates.
1 - 2% years: 21.5% are cared for in day nurseries and
12% by child m nders.

Cer many NA

Uni ted Ki ngdom 0O - 1 years: alnost all children are |ooked after by
their parents or informally by relatives or child
m nders.
1 - 3 years: nost child care facilities are private.

There are no data avail able on use of these facilities.
20% of 2-year-olds attend pl aygroups.

Italy 0O - 1 years: care by parents, supplenented by infornal
care in famlies.
1 - 3 years: 27%cared for at home; 48% by relatives or
informal care within the famly; 15% by live-in carers;
6% in child care centres; 2% by fathers and care within
the famly.

The Net herl ands Day nurseries are used by 17% of 0-4-year-olds.
Over 50% of 2-4-year-olds go to playgroups.
Qut - of -school care is used by 5% of 4-12-year-ol ds.

Sweden 0O - 1 years: alnost all children are |ooked after by
their parents at hone.
1 - 5 years: 61% of children attend pre-school child
care centres full-time; 12%are cared for in famlies.

4,22 Use of child care by age, around 1999
Source: CECD, Thenatic review of early chil dhood education and care
NA: not avail able

7.2. Going to school

The Region of Flanders |eads Europe when it comes to the age at which children
first go to school. The figure is also high in France. It is low in the
Net herl ands. Tabl e 4.23 includes children under the age of 3 who go to school in
the cal cul ations, so that the percentage is above 100 for Flanders and France.

Goi ng to school

Bel gi unt / ** 118.2
Cer many 65. 8
France** 118. 2
United Ki ngdom 77.4
Italy 98.0
The Net herl ands 49.7
Sweden 66. 9
4,23 Children under the age of 4 who attend school in certain European

countries: percentage of all children aged 3 to 4 (1999)

Source: OECD, Education at a d ance, 2001

* Relates to Flanders; figures for Bel giumnot avail abl e.

** |n Belgium and France the percentage is higher than 100. This is because
children under the age of 3 who go to school were al so counted.

Ch. 5.
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ASPECTS OF THE HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF YOUNG CHI LDREN

Perinatal nortality and infant nortality are generally regarded as good
indicators of the quality of a country’'s health system Life expectancy is
another frequently used indicator. Apart from these basic indicators, we also
| ook at antenatal care and present sone data on childbirth in this chapter

In the context of norbidity in young children, we begin by considering
congenital abnornmalities and hearing loss identified in the neonatal period. W
then go on to look at a nunber of diseases and di sorders of relevance to young
chi | dren.

Data on accidents and child abuse are another area of particular interest.

1. Data on pregnancy and childbirth

Antenatal care in Flanders is minly provided by gynaecologists: 93.1% of
pregnant wonen were under the care of a private gynaecol ogi st during pregnancy,
and anot her 4.4% were under the care of both a gynaecol ogist and their own GP.
Provision of antenatal care by private gynaecol ogists increased slightly from
2000 to 2001.

The hi ghest percentage of antenatal care provided by gynaecol ogists is found in
the provinces of Flem sh Brabant and Antwerp. The highest percentage of shared
antenatal care is found in the province of Wst Flanders.

The nunber of pregnancies not involving nmedical care is very small (0.2% (see
Tables 5.1 and 5. 2).

Ant enatal care

2000 2001
Privat e gynaecol ogi st 92.2 93.1
Shar ed 4.7 4.4
GP 1.9 1.5
Child and Fanily antenatal clinic 0.4 0.3
M dwi fe 0.5 0.5
No antenatal care 0.3 0.2
Regi on of Fl anders 100.0 100.0

5.1 Antenatal care: type of antenatal care - Region of Flanders (percentages)
Source: Child and Fam |y - | KARGCS

Ant enatal care by province

Antwerp Flem sh West East Li rburg Region
Br abant Fl ander s Fl ander s of
Fl ander s
Private gynaecol ogi st94.9 96.7 89.8 91.2 92.7 93.1
Shar ed 2.2 1.7 8.3 6.4 3.9 4.4
aGP 1.5 0.7 1.7 1.7 2.0 1.5
O her 1.1 0.8 0.2 0.7 1.1 0.8
No antenatal care 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

5.2 Antenatal care: type of antenatal care by province - 2001 (percentages)
Source: Child and Fam |y - | KARGCS

The majority of live births take place in a maternity hospital. In 1996 (nost
recent figures available), the percentage of hone births in the Region of
Flanders was 0.8% 1In 1998 (the nost recent figures available), the average
duration of stay in a maternity hospital was 6.0 days in the Region of Flanders.
In the Brussels Region, the figure was 5.63 days. The average duration of stay
remai ned virtually unchanged in conparison with 1997.
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In the Region of Flanders in 2000, of 100 deliveries, 46.7 were first-born
children, 34.2 were second children, 12.7 were third children, and 6.5 were
fourth or later children. The relative proportion of third or later children
increased from18.9 in 1999 to 19.2 in 2000.

The percentage of young nothers, i.e. nothers aged under 20, was 2.2% (2000).
42. 1% of the wonmen who gave birth were over the age of 30 and 1.4% were over the
age of 40. The average age of nmothers on giving birth to their first child was
27.5 years, and it was 30.7 years for nultiparae. There was a slight increase in
the age of nultiparae conpared with 1999 (+0.1 year). The average age of the
prim parae remained unchanged conmpared with 1999 (see also Chapter 1,
section 5.3).

A nunber of pregnancies not to be underestimated, i.e. 3.9% were achieved
following fertility treatnent: 1.7% of wonen had had hornone therapy, 1.2% had
undergone in vitro fertilisation (IVF), 0.5% had been artificially insem nated,
and 0.5% had had an intracytoplasmc sperminjection (ICSI) (2000). The nunber
of births following fertility treatnment decreased slightly conpared with 1999,
by 0.4%

About 39% of nultiple pregnancies canme about following nedically assisted
fertilisation. This was the case for only 3.3% of single births.

3.7% of children came into the category of multiple births. The incidence of
twins was 3.5% and that of triplets 0.1% 1100 twins, 17 triplets and one set
of quadruplets were recorded. The nunber of triplets was considerably | ower than
in 1999, when 31 triplets were recorded.

In 2000, 7.1% of pregnant wonen gave birth prematurely, followi ng a pregnancy of
| ess than 37 weeks. There was a slight increase conmpared with 1999 in the nunber
of premature births (+0.1%. The relative proportion of babies with a low birth
wei ght (less than 2500 grans) was 6.8% The birth weight of 1.1% of babies was
extremely low (less than 1500 grans). The nunber of babies with a low or
extrenely low birth weight fell slightly, by 0.3%and 0. 1% respectively.

In three in ten wonmen (30.3%, the birth was induced, usually for reasons of
convenience to either the obstetrician or the pregnant woman. Around 70.1% of
children were born without obstetric intervention. 17.0% of babies were born by
Caesarean section. Conpared with 1999, there was a slight increase in the
i nci dence of Caesareans. This is a sustained increase: since 1995, the incidence
of Caesareans has risen from 13.6% to 17.0% of all deliveries. In 12.3% of
deliveries, vacuum extraction* or forceps were enployed. Epidural anaesthesia
was used in over six in ten deliveries. There has al so been a sustained increase
in the incidence of epidural anaesthesia: since 1995 the incidence has increased
from48.2%to 61. 7%

After the birth, 13.2% of children were transferred to a neonatal unit and 3. 9%
to a neonatal intensive care unit. There was an increase of 0.3% in the nunber
of transfers to a neonatal unit; the number of transfers to a neonatal intensive
care unit remai ned unchanged.

Source: Study Centre for Perinatal Epidem ology (SPE)- 2000
* vacuum extraction: delivery of a baby with the aid of an instrunent that is
attached to the baby’s head

2. Life expectancy

Life expectancy at birth and at the age of 1 year is about 75 years for nen and
about 81 years for wonen (1999, nost recent figures) (see Table 5.3).

Table 5.3 also shows the trend since 1995. Life expectancy has increased each
year, with the exception of 1997 to 1998. However, the decrease in this period
can probably be attributed to a change in data gathering in 1998.

Li f e expectancy

At birth At 1 year

Men 1995 74.6 74.1
1996 75.1 74.5
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1997 75.5 74.9
1998 75.1 74.1
1999 75.1 74. 2
2000 75.7 75.0
Wnen 1995 80. 8 80. 2
1996 81.3 80.6
1997 81.5 80. 8
1998 80. 8 79.9
1999 81.0 80.0
2000 81.5 80. 8

5.3 Life expectancy in the Region of Flanders, at birth and at 1 year
Source: Health indicators, Mnistry of the Flemsh Community, Health Care
Admi ni stration

3. Mrtality

3.1. Nunber of deaths of children under the age of 15 in the
Regi on of Fl anders

Table 5.4 shows the nunber of deaths by age group and gender. This shows that

the majority of deaths occur before the age of 1 year and that there are nore
deat hs anong mal es than femal es

Deat hs by age group and gender

1999 2000
Mal es Femal es Tot al

Nunber

Under 1 year 299 159 137 296
1 - 4 years 70 37 31 68
5 - 9 years 50 21 13 34
10 - 14 years 57 25 22 47
Tot al 476 242 203 445
Per thousand

Under 1 year 4,81 5.06 4,53 4. 80
1 - 4 years 0. 27 0. 28 0. 25 0. 26
5 - 9 years 0.14 0.12 0. 08 0.10
10 - 14 years 0.17 0.14 0.16 0.14

5.4 Nunber of deaths anobng children under the age of 15 by age group and
gender — Region of Flanders

Source: Health indicators, Mnistry of the Flemsh Community, Health Care
Admi ni stration

3.2. Nunber of deaths of children under the age of 12 nonths in

t he Regi on of Fl anders
Data on infant nortality are generally presented in accordance with a nunber of
criteria known as nortality criteria (see Table 5.5).

The first nortality criterion is stillbirth. This is the nunber of babies who
are registered as “stillborn” after a pregnancy of at |east 180 days. There were
247 stillbirths in 2000. The figure for stillbirths was 3.9 per thousand births.

This figure was 0.4 per thousand | ower than in 1999.

Early neonatal nortality is death occurring between birth and the age of seven
days (7 x 24 hours). In 2000, 129 infants died in this period; the figure for

early neonatal nortality was 2.1 per thousand live births, a decrease of 0.3%
conpared with 1999.

The perinatal nortality figure was 6.1 per thousand births. Perinatal nortality
is the death of infants during the first seven days of their life, together with
the figure for stillbirths. In 2000, there was a fall in perinatal nortality of
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0.6 per thousand. This decrease can be ascribed to the decrease in both
stillbirths and early neonatal nortality.

Another nortality criterion frequently enployed is neonatal nortality. This
covers death between birth and the first four weeks (28 days) after birth. In
2000, 174 infants died during the first 28 days of their |ife. The neonatal
nortality figure was 2.8 per thousand live births, 0.2 per thousand |ower than
in 1999.

Late neonatal nortality was 0.7 per 1000 live births, an increase of 0.1 per
t housand conpared with 1999. Late neonatal nortality is defined as death after
the first seven days (7 x 24 hours) up to the age of 28 days.

Finally, there is also infant nortality. This covers deaths between birth and
the age of one year. In 2000, 290 infants died during their first year of life.
The infant nortality figure was 4.7 per thousand live births, a drop of 0.1 per
thousand. There are two different trends behind this decrease: a decrease in
deaths in the first 28 days and an increase in deaths after this period (see
Tabl e 5.5).

31.4% of infants born alive with a birth weight of under 1000 grans died before
reaching the age of 1 (2000) (see Table 5.6). As Table 5.7 shows, nortality is
appreciably higher in multiple births. Twins have a 3.44 tinmes greater risk of
dying before the age of 1 year than singletons. There were no deaths anong
triplets or quadruplets before the age of 1 year in 2000.

Mortality figures

1999 2000

Stillbirths per 1000 births

Early neonatal nortality per 1000 live births
Perinatal nortality per 1000 births

Late neonatal nortality per 1000 live births
Neonatal nortality per 1000 live births

Post -neonatal nortality per 1000 live births
Infant nortality per 1000 |ive births

PRrwoonhk
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5.5 Foeto-infant nortality figures in the Region of Flanders
Source: Health indicators, Mnistry of the Flemsh Community, Health Care
Admi ni stration

Mortality by birth wei ght

Still- Early Late Post - Alive Tot a
births neonat al neonat al neonat al
nortality nortality nortality

500 - 999 ¢ 63 39 7 12 127 248
1000 - 1499 g 38 16 4 4 321 383
1500 - 1999 ¢ 27 12 5 5 765 814
2 000 - 2499 g 31 8 2 15 2 665 2 721
2 500 g or over 70 52 27 78 57 984 58 211
Not known 18 2 0 2 167 189
Tot al 247 129 45 116 62 029 62 566

5.6 Qutcome of pregnancy: nunmber of deaths and live births by birth weight in
t he Regi on of Flanders - 2000

Source: Health indicators, Mnistry of the Flemsh Community, Health Care
Admi ni stration

Mul ti pl e pregnanci es
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Still- Early Late Post - Alive Tot al
births neonat al neonat al neonat al
nortality nortality nortality

Single births 224 104 411 108 59 835 60 312
Twi ns 23 25 4 8 2 146 2 206
Triplets 0 0 0 0 45 45
Quadrupl ets 0 0 0 0 3 3
Tot al 247 129 45 116 62 029 62 566
5.7 Qutcome of pregnancy: nunber of deaths and live births in single and

mul tiple pregnancies in the Region of Flanders - 2000
Source: Health indicators, Mnistry of the Flemsh Community, Health Care
Adni ni stration

3.3. Causes of death in children aged under 12 nonths in the

Regi on of Fl anders

The nost inportant causes of death in stillbirths and infant nortality are
conplications during pregnancy and in the perinatal period and congenital
abnornmalities. In 2000, 198 children died as a result of conplications during
pregnancy and in the perinatal period and 115 as a result of congenital
abnormalities. 43 children died of cot death as against 34 in 1999. The reduced
i nci dence of cot deaths achieved since Child and Fanily launched its canpaign in
the autumm of 1994 continues, but the further decrease achieved in 1999, when
there were only 34 deaths, has not been sustained (see Table 5.8 and Figure
5.9).

Causes of death

1998 1999 2000
Congenital abnormalities 142 117 115
Conpl i cations during pregnancy
and in the perinatal period 185 189 198
Prematurity and dysmaturity 20 18 17
RDS (Respiratory Distress Syndrone) 62 55 34
SIDS (cot death) 42 34 43
O her 46 52 84
Poorly defined 79 111 46
Tot al 576 576 537

5.8 Causes of death in children aged under 12 nonths in the Region of Flanders
(stillbirths and infant nortality)

Source: Health indicators, Mnistry of the Flemsh Community, Health Care
Admi ni stration
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5.9 Cot deaths in the Region of Flanders: nunber of deaths and nunber of deaths
per 10 000 live births

Source: Health indicators, Mnistry of the Flenish Conmunity, Health Care
Admi ni stration

4. Morbidity

In addition to nmortality figures, figures for the incidence of diseases are an
i mportant indicator of the health of the population. In this section we present
figures on a nunber of illnesses and abnormalities that are relevant to
chil dren.

4.1. Congenital abnornalities

Data on all children in Flanders are available only from obstetric records
(SPE). In 2000, congenital abnormalities were identified in the perinatal period
in 1.4% of all births. This percentage is 0.1% lower than in 1999. Table 5.10
gives a detailed picture of the incidence of congenital abnormalities.

Congeni tal abnornmalities*

Nurber Per 100 births

Specific abnormalities
Spi na bifida 22 0.03
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Anencephal y 1 <0.01
Hydr ocephal us 21 0.03
Cleft lip/palate 69 0.11
| mper f orat e anus 12 0.02
M ssing |inbs 14 0.02
Di aphragmati c hernia 12 0.02
Unbi | i cal hernia/ gastroschisis 10 0.02
Abnormal ity of
nervous and sensory system 31 0. 05
gastro-intestinal tract 63 0.10
urogenital tract 137 0.22
heart and | ungs 183 0.29
nuscl es and skel et on 134 0.22
crani of aci al conpl ex 44 0. 07
mul tiple congenital abnormalities 50 0.08
Chronmosonmal abnormalities 79 0.13
O her 202 0. 33

5.10 Congenital abnornmalities recorded (perinatal period) in Flanders - 2000
Source: Study Centre for Perinatal Epidem ol ogy (SPE)
* Congenital abnormalities identified in births in maternity hospitals (< 500 g)

In a nunber of children, the abnormality is only identified later. The Eurocat
regi ster records congenital abnormalities up to the age of 1 year. The Eurocat
records cover the entire province of Antwerp (see Table 5.11).

Congenital abnornalities up to the age of 1 year*

System af f ect ed per 10 000 births
1999 2000
Car di ovascul ar system 45.7 43. 46
Li nbs 41. 2 42. 33
Ner vous system 18. 1 25. 40
of which
neural tube 6.2 11. 29
hydr ocephal us 3.4 8. 47
Di gestive system excluding pyloric stenosis 18. 1 18. 63
Pyl oric stenosis 42.3 33.87
Internal urogenital system 23.1 19. 76
External urogenital system 5.6 9.03
Ceft lip 5.6 7.34
Ceft palate 5.6 4,52
Unbi lical hernia 1.7 2.82
Gastroschisi s 1.7 1.13
Met abol i ¢ di seases 5.1 3.95
Chronosonal abnormalities 22.0 23.14
of whi ch, Down’s syndrone 12. 4 11. 85

5.11 Congenital abnormalities recorded up to the age of 1 year in the province
of Antwerp.

Source: Eurocat, Provincial Institute of Hygi ene, Antwerp

* Eurocat records all congenital abnormalities in neonates, whether born alive
or stillborn, in children aged up to 1 year, in foetuses born after 20 weeks of
pregnancy, and in abortions induced owing to an abnormality

4.2. Hearing | oss*

Since the introduction of Algo hearing screening at Child and Famly, reliable
figures have been available on the incidence of hearing inpairnents in Flanders.
A total of 54 850 children were tested, conpared with 55 999 in 2000. 96 of the
children tested who were born in 2001 were found to have a hearing inpairnent,
that is 1.75 per 1000 children tested. The incidence in 2000 was 1.71 per 1000
children tested (see Table 5.12).
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* Excl uding children who were admtted to an NI CU

Hearing | oss

2000 2001*
Uni | at eral Bi | at er al Uni | at eral Bi | at er al

21-40 dB 11 5 6 4
41-70 dB 23 25 18 21
71-90 dB 5 7 3 9
91 dB or nore 4 16 4 13
Hearing | oss not yet

preci sely determ ned 0 0 11 7
Tot al 43 53 42 54

5.12 Young children in whom hearing | oss was identified, expressed in decibels
(dB); hearing loss in accordance with the scale of the Bureau International
d’ Audi ophonol ogi e

Source: Child and Fanily

* Provisional figures

4. 3. Diseases and disorders

Information is now al so available on diseases and disorders in children living
in the Region of Flanders, thanks to the 1997 Health Survey, the first health
survey carried out in Belgium

The Health Survey enquired about diseases and disorders in a 12-nonth period. A
nunmber of di seases and disorders of relevance to children will be discussed in
more detail below, namely asthma, chronic bronchitis, chronic non-specific
respiratory disease and allergies

9% of the children under 12 surveyed had suffered from one or nore diseases or
disorders in a 12-nonth period. The figure was |owest for children under 1 (<5%
(see Table 5.13).

Long-term di seases, disorders, disabilities

0 years 4.4
1 - 3 years 7.3
3 - 6 years 10. 4
6 - 12 years 9.8
Tot al 8.9

5.13 Percentages of children aged under 12 in the Region of Flanders suffering
from one or nore long-term diseases, disorders or disabilities in a 12-nonth
peri od

Source: Health Survey 1997, Louis Pasteur Scientific Institute of Public Health
- processing by Child and Fanily

Ast hma, chronic bronchitis and chronic non-specific respiratory di sease

The 1997 Health Survey shows that in the Region of Flanders, in a 12-nonth
period alnost 4% of children under 12 had had asthma, chronic bronchitis or
chronic non-specific respiratory disease. Respiratory tract disorders were nost
common in children aged under 12 nonths (9.4% (see Table 5.14).

Ast hma, chronic bronchitis, chronic non-specific respiratory
di sease




The child in Flanders 2001 67

0 years 9.4
1 - 3 years 4.5
3 - 6 years 3.5
6 - 12 years 2.2
Tot al 3.6

5.14 Percentages of children aged under 12 with asthma, chronic bronchitis or
chronic non-specific respiratory disease in the Region of Flanders in a 12-nonth
peri od

Source: Health Survey 1997, Louis Pasteur Scientific Institute of Public Health
- processing by Child and Fanily

Al l ergies
About 13% of children under 12 years of age suffered from an allergy in a 12-

nmonth period. There were virtually no cases of allergies in children under the
age of 12 nonths (see Table 5.15).

Al l ergies

0 years 0.0
1 - 3 years 13.2
3 - 6 years 14. 3
6 - 12 years 13.6
Tot al 12. 6

5.15 Percentages of children aged under 12 with allergies in the Region of
Fl anders in a 12-nonth period

Source: Health Survey 1997, Louis Pasteur Scientific Institute of Public Health
- processing by Child and Fanily

Active tubercul osis

Active tuberculosis is not found only in developing countries. Children also
suffer from tuberculosis in the industrialised countries of the Wst. In 2001,
31 new cases of tuberculosis were recorded in children under 15 in Flanders, 17
of themin Belgian children and 14 in non-Bel gi an children

The nunmber of new cases of active tuberculosis was noticeably higher than in
2000, when there were 22 new cases. Figure 5.16 shows the trend since 1990.

Active tuberculosis
80

60

40 :
- e
0 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

—e— Belgian children —m— Non-Belgian children Total

5.16 Nunber of new cases of tuberculosis in children aged under 15 in the Region
of Fl anders

Source: Flem sh Association for Respiratory Health Care and Conbati ng
Tuber cul osi's (VRGI)
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4.4. Hospital adm ssions

In a 12-nmonth period, 13% of children aged under 12 were adnitted to hospital
in nost cases only once. For children aged 1-3, alnost 1 child in 5 (Region of
Fl anders) was adnitted to hospital in a 12-nonth period (see Table 5.17).

Hospi tal adm ssions

0 years 16.6
1 - 3 years 18.9
3 - 6 years 10. 8
6 - 12 years 10.9
Tot al 13.0

5.17 Percentages of children admitted to hospital once or nore in the course of
one year in the Region of Flanders

Source: Health Survey 1997, Louis Pasteur Scientific Institute of Public Health
- processing by Child and Fanily

5. Accidents to children

Accident prevention is an inportant task for anybody involved in caring for
young children

As a starting point for preventive neasures, data on the actual situation are
i ndi spensabl e.

We shall present a nunber of data on accidents to young children: the results of
a |large-scal e survey of the parents of young children in Flanders carried out by
Child and Family’'s district nurses; data on admi ssions to accident and energency
departnents as the result of accidents in everyday life; and data on traffic
acci dent s.

5.1. Accidents necessitating nmedical treatnent

Data on accidents resulting in admission to hospital or death are systematically
conpiled via record systens, but this represents only the tip of the iceberg. A
different nmethod is required to chart |ess serious accidents.

A much fuller picture of accidents can be obtained with a popul ation survey. In
1984- 1985, a popul ati on survey of very young children was organised in Flanders
for the first time by the then NWK [national child welfare service]. In 1999-
2000, Child and Fam |y conducted another popul ati on survey of accidents to young
chil dren.

In the survey, parents of children under 3 were asked on a nonthly basis whether
their child had had an accident in the past nonth. An accident is regarded as
bei ng any uni ntended, unforeseen event in which the sudden inmpact of an outside
force inflicts a physical injury, for which a doctor is consulted, from this
point on referred to as an acci dent necessitating nmedi cal treatnent.

The survey shows how frequent accidents are anpbng young children, what exactly
i s happening, in what circunstances, and the consequences.

In the case of children aged between 3 nonths and 3 years, in the course of a
year over two children in ten were the victinms of an accident for which a doctor
was consulted. The accident rate was a little higher in boys than in girls, and
varied according to age. Notably, the accident rate has remained virtually
unchanged in comparison with 15 years ago, except in the 3-nmonth to 1-year age
group, in which the incidence rose from0.09 to 0.17 (see Table 5.18).

Accident rate

1984- 1985 1999- 2000
Boys (1) 0.27 0.25
Grls (1) 0.21 0.20

Tot al 0.24 0.22



The child in Flanders 2001 69

3 nonths to 1 year 0.09 0.17
1-2 years 0. 26 0. 25
2-3 years 0. 27 0. 26
Tot al 0.24 0.22

5.18 Incidence of accidents necessitating nedical treatnent in children aged
bet ween 3 nonths and 3 years

Source: Child and Fanmily - Accident study

(1) In 1984-1985, children aged 3-4 were al so included

Most accidents happen in or near the child s own home or in or near another
dwelling. In conparison with 1984-1985, there has been an increase in the
percentage of accidents at <child care facilities, which tallies with the
i ncreased use of formal child care (see Table 5.19 and Figure 5.20).

Pl aces where accidents occur

1984-1985 1999- 2000
In or near the child s hone 64.7 62.3
In or near another dwelling 16.0 15.0
At child care facility 1.8 5.7
At school 5.7 3.9
On a public road 6.6 4.4
El sewher e 51 8.3
Not known 0.1 0.3
Tot al 100.0 100.0

5.19 Accidents necessitating nedical treatnment, to children aged between 3
nmont hs and 3 years, by the place where the accident occurred
Source: Child and Fam |y - Accident study

Places where accidents occur

@ In or near the child's home
m In or near another dwelling
O At child care facility

OAt school

m On a public road

O Elsewhere

5.20 Accidents necessitating nedical treatnment, to children aged between 3
mont hs and 3 years, by the place where the accident occurred - 1999
Source: Child and Fam |y - Accident study

Falls are a conmon cause of accidents to young children (64.1%. Slightly nore
of the children aged under 12 nonths fall from a height; slightly nore of the
children aged 1-3 fall on the level. Cuts and knocks cone in second place (8.7%
and trapping or janming of a limb in third place (7.9%9. These types of
accidents increase as children get older. Burns and poisoning account for 5.8%
and 3. 7% of accidents respectively.

The incidence of these types of accidents, especially burns, decreases as
children get older. Anobng children under the age of 12 nonths, burns account for
al nost 10% of accidents (see Table 5.21 and Figure 5.22).
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Type of injury

3m- 1yr 1-2

<
<
i
w

yr  Total

Fal | 67. 63. 61 64.
On the level, tripping 27. 29. 33 29.
On the stairs
From a higher to a | ower floor
Fall froma hei ght, other 3 2 2 2

Choki ng

Bur n
Hot liquid or steam
Contact with hot/burning object
Corrosi ve substance
Poi soni ng
Cut, knock
Contact with sharp object
Contact with static object
Contact with falling/thrown object
Contact with noving object
Physi cal contact, force
Bl ow, knock or Kkick
O her physical contact
Injury inflicted by an ani nal
Traffic accident
O her
Trapping, jamming of a linb
Somet hing in eye, ear, nose
Drowning, falling into water

e
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CPNORPPWOWRENWHREOWOWNITO®ON
DROOCODMORUODRRO~N~NNRUIO©UR 0P

5.21 Accidents necessitating nedical treatnment, to children aged between 3
nonths and 3 years, in 1999-2000, by type of injury and age
Source: Child and Fam |y - Accident study

Type of injury
3m -1 year
@ Fall
W Choking
OBurn
O Poisoning

W Cuts and knocks

O Physical contact, force

M Injury inflicted by pets
O Traffic accident

W Other
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Type of injury

1-2yr @ Fall
W Choking
OBurn
O Poisoning

W Cuts and knocks
O Physical contact, force
M Injury inflicted by pets

O Traffic accident

W Other
Type of injury
2-3yr
mFall
W Choking
OBurn
O Poisoning

M Cuts and knocks

O Physical contact, force
M Injury inflicted by pets
O Traffic accident

W Other

5.22 Accidents necessitating nedical treatnent, to children aged between 3
nmonths and 3 years, by type of injury and age - 1999
Source: Child and Fam |y - Accident study

The nobst comon injuries sustained by young children in accidents are open
wounds and bruises (see Table 5.23). In over half of the accidents the GP was
consulted. The high percentage of children who were taken to an accident and
energency departnment is worthy of note: over four in ten children

4.5% of accidents necessitated adm ssion to hospital (see Table 5.24).

I njuries

Open wound (fl esh wound)
Cont usi ons (bruises, etc.)

G azes

Br oken bone

Bur ns

Sprain

Head injury (incl. concussion)
Di sl ocati on

Internal injury (incl. poisoning, internal bleeding)
O her injury

Sonet hing in eye, ear, nose
Splinters in the skin

N D
~N O
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5.23 Accidents necessitating nmedical treatnment anong young children by injuries
sustai ned - percentages (nore than one answer possible)
Source: Child and Fanmily - Accident study

Medi cal intervention

GP 54.2
Acci dent and energency depart nent 42.5
O her specialists 11. 4
Paedi atrici an 10. 4
Admi ssion to hospital 4.5
Denti st 3.9
Poi sons uni t 2.1
First aid post 1.4

5.24 Accidents necessitating nedical treatnent anong young children by type of
medi cal intervention - percentages (nore than one answer possible)
Source: Child and Fanmily - Accident study

5.2. Accidents resulting in adm ssion to an accident and energency

depart nent
Bel gium participates in the EHLASS records, records of accidents excluding
traffic and industrial accidents. In 1999, +the accident and energency

departnents of two Flenish hospitals and one Brussels hospital took part in
this. These records do not enable the incidence of accidents resulting in
adm ssion to an acci dent and energency departnent to be determ ned.

The types of accident occurring nost frequently are: fall froma height, fall on
the level, blow or knock, and trapping. Over half the children aged under 1 who
are admitted to an accident and emergency department have suffered a fall from a
height. Children aged over 4 often suffer both falls on the level and falls from
a height; bl ows and knocks are also quite frequent occurrences (see Table 5.25).

Types of acci dent

under 1 year 1to 4 years 5 to 14 years
Fall on the |evel 14. 4 29.8 30.9
Fall froma hei ght 56.0 21.7 15.3
Fall, not specified 0.0 4.1 2.7
Physi cal stress 2.4 1.4 4.1
Cut, penetrating object 1.6 3.9 4.3
Bl ow, knock 7.2 14.9 27.6
Trappi ng 2.4 8.6 6.2
O her nechani cal cause 0.0 2.3 1.4
Forei gn body 4.0 3.7 1.4
Poi soni ng 2.4 1.4 0.5
Hot |iquid, steam 4.0 2.2 1.0
Hot obj ect 1.6 1.1 0.1

5.25 Accidents resulting in adm ssion to an accident and energency departnent by
the nost inportant types of accident (Kingdom of Bel gium- percentages) -1999
Source: EHLASS, Annual Report, Belgium 1999

5.3. Traffic accidents

In 2000, 101 children under 5 were killed or seriously injured in a traffic
accident in Belgium This represents a fall of 17.2% conpared with 1999. The
nunber of children killed rose from 12 to 14; the nunber seriously injured fel
from110 to 87. The nunber of seriously injured pedestrians fell the nost.

In the case of children aged 5-9 and 10-14, there was also a fall in the nunber
of children killed and seriously injured, of 9.4% and 19.9% respectively. 211
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children aged 5 to 9 were killed or seriously injured in accidents in 2000. 15
of the seriously injured children died. 301 children aged 10 to 14 were killed
or seriously injured, of whom 23 were killed (see Table 5.26).

Traffic accident victins

Age Pedestri an Cycli st, Car O her Tot a
noped driver, passenger
nmot or cycl i st,

car driver
0 - 4 years
1999 44 2 64 12 122
2000 24 1 63 13 101
of whom died
within 30 days 4 0 7 3 14
5 - 9 years
1999 66 42 116 9 233
2000 71 42 82 16 211
of whom died
within 30 days 6 1 5 3 15
10 - 14 years
1999 71 164 103 38 376
2000 40 148 88 25 301
of whom died
within 30 days 3 8 8 4 23

5.26 Victins of traffic accidents - nunber of deaths within 30 days and serious
injuries (= admi ssion to hospital for nore than 24 hours required) by ages under
15 and types of road user (Kingdom of Belgium

Source: Belgian Road Safety Institute - NS data

6. Child abuse

In 2001, the six confidential child abuse centres recorded a total of 5151
notifications of specific cases of abuse or neglect of minors. A total of 7112
m nors were involved (see Table 5.27).

The nunber of notifications rose by 4.7% conpared with 2000. Figure 5.28 shows
the trend in notifications since 1995 This shows that the nunber of
notifications in 2001 was still considerably |Iower than in 1999, a peak year

In 2001, the nunber of children notified per 10 000 children was 56.2 (for the
Regi on of Flanders). Figure 5.29 shows the trend per 10 000 children since 1995.
This figure confirnms the slight increase in the nunber of children notified
since 1995.

The rel ative nunmber of children notified per 10 000 children in 2001 varies from
province to province. It is highest in the province of Antwerp (63.0 per 10 000)
and |l owest in the province of West Flanders (47.0 per 10 000) (see Table 5.30).
The di fferences between provi nces have narrowed since 2000.

In the urban centres in Antwerp, Flemsh Brabant and Linburg, there was an
increase in the nunber of notifications conpared with 2000. In the urban centres
in West and East Flanders there was a decrease.

Notifications

2000 2001~

Nunber of notifications 4 918 5 151
Nunber of children affected 6 917 7 112
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5.27 Nunbers of notifications of child abuse or

Source: Child and Famly - Records of the confidentia

* Provisional figures

negl ect
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5.28 Trend in the nunber of notifications of child abuse or

onwar ds

Source: Child and Famly - Records of the confidentia

Trend in the number of children notified
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5.29 Child abuse: trend in the nunber of children notified per

under the age of 18

Source: Child and Fanmly - Records of the confidentia

negl ect

74

child abuse centres

from 1995

child abuse centres

10 000 children

child abuse centres

Nunmber of children notified per 10 000 chil dren
2000 2001*

Ant wer p 59.7 63.0
Fl emi sh Br abant 52.6 53.4
West Fl anders 49. 8 47.0
East Fl anders 63.1 60.9
Li mburg 37.9 50.7
Regi on of Fl anders 54. 4 56. 2
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5.30 Child abuse: nunber of children notified per 10 000 children under the age
of 18 in the Region of Flanders and by province

Source: Child and Fanmily - Records of the confidential child abuse centres

* Provisional figures

In the case of 1987 children, or 27.9% of children notified, those notifying the
abuse reported physical abuse or neglect. This represents an increase conpared
with 2000 in the nunber of children in respect of whom physical abuse or neglect
was report ed.

The nunber of children notified because of sexual abuse rose slightly: 1764
children conpared with 1734 in 2000. For two out of three of these (allegedly)
sexual | y abused children, the person reporting the case stated right away that
the abuser was a nmenber of the famly (incest); one third involved abuse by
soneone outside the famly or the relationship between the abuser and the victim
was not known.

1228 children or 17.3% were reported on account of enotional abuse or neglect.
Conpared with the previous year, the nunber of children reported for enotional
abuse or neglect fell by alnost 7.6% (see Table 5.31).

45. 4% of notifications cane from the child' s immediate family or close social
circle. They included, in particular, notifications by: the nother figure (16. 7%
of the total number of notifications), other nmenbers of the immediate famly or
relatives (10.3%, neighbours or acquaintances (9.8%, the father figure (7.0%
and the victins thenselves (1.3%.

51.8% of notifications came from professionals (16.8% from health-care workers,
8.8% from welfare organisations, and 19.2% from schools or pre-school
facilities). 1.3% of notifications cane from the perpetrator. In 1.5% of the
cases notified, it is not known who reported them

Probl ens notified

2000 2001*
Nunber % Nunber %
Physi cal abuse 1 105 16.0 1194 16. 8
Physi cal negl ect 761 11.0 793 11.2
Total physical abuse and negl ect 1 866 27.0 1 987 27.9
Enoti onal abuse 733 10.6 665 9.4
Enoti onal negl ect 596 8.6 563 7.9
Total enotional abuse and negl ect 1 329 19.2 1 228 17. 3
Munchhausen’ s syndronme by proxy 21 0.3 27 0.4
Sexual abuse: incest 1 151 16.6 1 164 16. 4
Sexual abuse: not incest, or not known
whet her incest is involved 583 8.4 600 8.4
Total sexual abuse 1 734 25.0 1 764 24.8
Child at risk of abuse/negl ect 1 012 14.6 1 142 16. 1
Pr obl em uncl ear, person reporting not sure 536 7.7 525 7.4
Problens to do with working through
earlier abuse/negl ect 113 1.6 101 1.4
No abuse, other problem 306 4.4 338 4.8
Tot al 6 917 100.0 7 112 100.0

5.31 Child abuse: cases of child abuse notified by the nost inportant problem
notified

Source: Child and Fanmily - Records of the confidential child abuse centres

* Provisional figures

7. The European cont ext

7.1. Life expectancy at birth

Wth a life expectancy at birth of 75.7 years for men and 81.5 years for wonen
the Region of Flanders scores very highly. Only Sweden has a higher male life
expectancy, and only Sweden and France have a higher fenale |ife expectancy (see
Tabl e 5. 32).
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Life expectancy at birth

1990 1995 1997 1998 1999 2000
Mal es
Regi on of Fl anders NA 74.6 75.5 75.1 75.1 75.7
Bel gi um 72.7 73.4 74. 3 74. 4
Ger many 72.0 73.3 74.0 74. 1
France 72.7 73.9 74. 6 74.6
Uni t ed Ki ngdom 72.9 74.0 74.7 74. 6
Italy 73.6 74.9 74.9
The Net herl ands 73.8 74. 6 75. 2 75.1
Sweden 74.8 76. 2 76.7 76.7
Fenul es
Regi on of Fl anders NA 80.8 81.5 80.5 81.0 81.5
Bel gi um 79. 4 80.2 80.6 80.5
Ger many 78. 4 79.7 80. 3 80.4
France 80.9 81.9 82.2 82.2
Uni t ed Ki ngdom 78.5 79.2 79.5 79.6
Italy 80.1 81.3 81.3
The Net herl ands 80.9 80.4 80.5 80.5
Sweden 80.4 81.4 81.8 81.9

5.32 Male and fermale life expectancy at birth from 1990 onwards in certain
Eur opean countries

Sources: Eurostat, Key data on health 2000

Eurostat, Denographic statistics, Data 1960-99

Health indicators, Mnistry of the Flem sh Community, Health Care Administration
NA: not avail able

7.2. Caesareans

Wth around 169 Caesareans per 1000 live births, Flanders is in the mddle of
the range. The Netherlands and Sweden have a nuch |ower proportion of
Caesareans. Germany, France and the United Kingdom have simlar figures to
Fl anders. In Italy, the proportion of Caesareans is nuch higher at 264 per 1000
live births (see Table 5.33).

Caesar eans

1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
FI ander s* 97.8 142.9 146.9 153.0 157. 2 162.5 169.6
Bel gi um 104.5
Ger many 157.0 172. 4 176.1 181. 4
France 126. 9 158. 0
Uni ted Ki ngdom 112. 8** NA 141.5
Italy 207.9 NA NA 264.1
The Net herl ands 74.1 96.5 100. 6 103.9
Sweden 107.9 120.0 117.3

5.33 Nunber of Caesareans per 1000 live births in certain European countries
Sources: Study Centre for Perinatal Epidem ol ogy

Eurostat, Key data on health 2000

* Figures for the Region of Flanders and a Dutch-speaking maternity hospital in
Brussel s

** 1991 figures

NA: not avail able

7.3. Mrtality

Infant nortality in the Region of Flanders has fallen considerably since 1990
The Region of Flanders now has a good score for infant nortality, on a par with
ot her European countries. Only Sweden does noticeably better (see Table 5.34).
The Region of Flanders is also on a par with countries with good results in
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respect of perinatal nortality figures, or infant deaths within the first seven
days of life in conbination with stillbirth figures (see Table 5.35).

Infant nortality

1990 1995 1997 1998 1999 2000

Regi on of Fl anders 8.6 5.9 4.9 5.1 4.8 4.7
Bel gi um 6.6 5.8 5.4 5.2 5.3

Cer many 7.1 5.3 4.9 4.6

France 7.4 4.9 4.7 5.2 4.8

United Ki ngdom 8.0 6.2 5.9 5.7 5.8

Italy 8.2 6.2 5.6 5.5 5.2

The Net herl ands 7.1 5.4 5.0 5.2 5.2

Sweden 6.0 4.1 3.6 3.5 3.4

5.34 Infant nortality: nunber of deaths of children aged under 12 nonths per
1000 live births from 1990 onwards in certain European countries

Sources: Council of Europe, Recent denographic devel opnents in Europe 2000
Health indicators, Mnistry of the Flem sh Community, Health Care Administration
Mnistry of the Flemsh Comunity, Births, perinatal nortality and infant
nortality, 1990-1992

Perinatal nortality*

1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
Regi on of Flanders 8.4 7.7 7.0 7.2 6.3 6.7 6.1
Bel gi um 8.9 7.2
Ger many 6.3 6.8 6.8 6.5
France 8.3 7.4 7.4
United Ki ngdom 8.1 NA 8.7
Italy 10.5 7.1
The Net herl ands 9.6 8.0 8.4 7.9
Sweden 6.5 5.5 NA 5.4

5.35 Perinatal nortality figures per 1000 live births from 1990 onwards in
certain European countries

Sources: Eurostat, Key data on health 2000

NI'S, Population statistics

Health indicators, Mnistry of the Flem sh Community, Health Care Administration
* per 1000 live births

NA: not avail able

7.4. Cot deaths

The nost recent survey avail able dates from 1996 (see Table 5. 36).

The nunber of cases of cot death has fallen considerably since 1993 in both the
Regi on of Flanders and the Wal |l oon Regi on. However, the nunber of cases is stil
consi derably higher than in the Netherlands (see Figure 5.37).

Cot deat hs

Regi on of Fl anders 0. 69
Cer many 0. 87
France 0.61
Uni ted Ki ngdom 0.61
Italy 0.10
The Net herl ands 0.17
Sweden 0. 35

5.36 Nunber of cases of cot death per 1000 live births in certain European
countries in 1996
Source: Eurostat, Key data on health 2000



The child in Flanders 2001 78

Trend on cot deaths
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5.37 Nunber of cases of cot death per 1000 live births from 1993 onwards
Sources: Mnistry of the Flem sh Community, Health indicators

M ni stere de | a Conmmunaut é Francai se

Central Bureau of Statistics, the Netherlands

7.5. Congenital abnormalities

A nunber of countries keep Eurocat records of congenital abnormalities up to 1
year.

Tabl e 5.38 conpares the data from the Antwerp register with the data from all
Eurocat registers that operate fully in accordance with Eurocat guidelines.
There are 16 registers.

Differences are found for disorders of the digestive system and chronosonal
abnormalities. There is a significantly higher incidence of pyloric stenosis in
Antwerp than in the other regions that keep records. There are also slightly
nore abnornalities of the nervous system and of the linbs and slightly fewer
abnormalities of the external genitalia.

Congenital abnornmalities up to the age of 1 year

Ant wer p Eur ocat average
2000 for 1990-96
Cardi ovascul ar system 43. 46 55.0
Li nbs 42. 33 40. 3
Nervous system 25.40 19.1
of whi ch
neural tube 11. 29 8.5
hydr ocephal us 8. 47 4.7
Di gestive system excluding pyloric stenosis 18. 63 12.3
Pyl oric stenosis 33.87 4, 9*
Internal urogenital system 19.76 27.3
External urogenital system 9.03 12. 4
Aeft lip 7.34 8.6
Ceft palate 4.52 5.6
Urbi i cal hernia 2.82 2.1
Gastroschisis 1.13 1.2
Met abol i ¢ di sorders 3.95 *
Chr onpsoral abnornalities 23.14 26. 6
of whi ch, Down’s syndrone 11. 85 15.7
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5.38 Congenital abnormalities recorded up to the age of 1 year in the Eurocat
registers

Source: Eurocat, Provincial Institute of Hygi ene, Antwerp

* Pyloric stenosis is not recorded in all Eurocat registers

** Antwerp is the only Eurocat register that records netabolic disorders

7.6. Deaths caused by accidents

Bot h the nunber of deaths caused by accidents and the nunmber of deaths caused by
traffic accidents are on the high side in Belgium Only Germany and France have
even higher figures for deaths anmbng 1- to 4-year-olds caused by accidents (see
Tabl es 5.39 and 5. 40).

Deat hs caused by acci dents

1- to 4-year-olds 5- to 9-year-olds 10- to 14-year-olds

Bel gi um 9.8 8.1 9.6
Ger many 11.1 7.1 7.3
France 12.0 7.3 8.4
United Ki ngdom 7.3 4.6 6.4
Italy 5.9 4.7 7.6
The Net herl ands 8.4 5.0 6.6
Sweden 5.6 4.5 5.5

5.39 Nunber of deaths caused by accidents per 100 000 children in certain
European countries in the period 1991-1995, by age

Source: UNICEF, Child deaths by injury in rich nations, |INNOCENTI Report Card
2001

Deat hs caused by traffic accidents

Bel gi um 4.3
Cer many 3.6
France 3.8
United Ki ngdom 2.9
Italy 3.3
The Net herl ands 3.4
Sweden 2.5

5.40 Nunmber of deaths caused by traffic accidents per 100 000 children aged 1 to
14 in certain European countries in the period 1991-1995

Source: UNICEF, Child deaths by injury in rich nations, |INNOCENTI Report Card
2001

Ch. 6.
A SAFE AND HEALTHY LI FE?

The way in which people live plays a large part in determ ning how healthy they
are, and this applies from a very early age. Exanples of this for the young
child are breast-feeding, nutrition, vaccination, use of therapeutic drugs,
passi ve snoki ng and safe sl eeping habits.

1. Breast-feeding and bottle-feeding in the first nonths of life
Breast-feeding is, without a doubt, the healthiest and npbst natural way of
feeding a baby. The benefits for the health of nother and child are abundantly
clear. In addition to the fact that breast-feeding has greater biological value
and breast mlk is nore easily digested, breast-feeding also protects children
against infections, offers protection against childhood illnesses for |onger,
and hel ps to prevent allergies.

In our society, nothers do not breast-feed as a matter of course. There are
practical drawbacks, etc.
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In Flanders, 65.5% of newborn babies are breast-fed as their first food. This
represents an increase of 2.5% conpared with 2000.

The percentage of babies who are breast-fed varies according to province. The
percentage is highest in Flem sh Brabant: 7 out of 10 babies are breast-fed from
birth. In the province of Wst Flanders, the percentage is quite a |lot |ower, at
only 55.3% It is also lower in the province of East Flanders (63.5%. In the
provi nces of Antwerp and Linburg, 69.1% and 68. 7% of newborn babies are breast-
fed. There has been an increase in all provinces (see Table 6.1).

More babi es of non-Bel gian origin than babies of Belgian origin are breast-fed:
84. 7% conpared with 61.8%

The percentage of babies who are initially breast-fed is higher for first-borns
than for subsequent babies. 69.1% of first-borns are breast-fed; for subsequent
babies the figure is 62.6% (see Table 6.2).

Br east - f eedi ng

2000 2001

% %

Ant wer p 66. 8 69.1
Fl em sh Br abant 68. 4 70. 3
West Fl anders 52.4 55.3
East Fl anders 61.4 63.5
Li mbur g 65. 4 68.7
Regi on of Fl anders 63.0 65.5

6.1 Percentages of babies initially breast-fed by province
Source: Child and Fanily - | KARGCS

Br east - f eedi ng by subgroups

Babi es of Belgian origin 61.8
Babi es of non-Bel gi an ori gi n* 84.7
First-borns 69.1
Second or | ater babies 62. 6
Tot al 65. 5

6.2 Percentage of babies initially breast-fed, by origin and position in the
famly - Region of Flanders - 2001

Source: Child and Fanily - | KARGCS

* Babi es whose nother did not have Bel gian nationality when she was born.

Optinmsing the feeding of infants is an inportant consideration for Child and
Fam ly. Research into feeding practices is essential if programmes to optinise
infant feeding are to succeed. Child and Fanmily |l aunched a scientific study at
the end of 2001. Until this has been conpleted, the only infornmation available
is fromsome linmted studies.

A study* conducted in Hasselt in 1997 found that of all bottle-feeding from
birth to the age of 2 nonths, partially hydrolysed mlks accounted for about
16% soya-based feeds for 9.5% and extensively hydrolysed nmilks for 4.5%

It energed that many nothers change their baby's food: at the age of 2 nonths
only 34% were still getting the same food as at birth; 33% had changed once, 19%
twice and 13% at least three tines. 11% of all the changes involved sw tching
from one whey-based formula to anot her.

* Source: M Raes, D enst Kinder- en Jeugdgeneeskunde, Virga Jesseziekenhuis
[ Paediatric Health Departnent, Virga Jesse Hospital], Hasselt

2. Healthy nutrition after the first year of life?
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What are the eating habits of young children? Healthy eating habits are neasured
on the basis of the incidence of breakfasting and eating hot neals, and on the
basis of consunption of food products such as neat, fish, vegetables, fresh
fruit, mlk, brown bread and fat, and the non-consunption of snacks and sugary
dri nks.

In the case of alnost 1 child in 10 from the age of 3 upwards, breakfast every
day is not the norm From the age of 6 especially, a substantial nunber of
children never or very rarely eat breakfast (see Table 6.3).

Br eakf ast
1- 3 years 3 - 6 years 6 - 12 years
Less than once or twice a week 1.5 0.0 5.6
1- 2 tines a week 0.5 1.8 5.0
3 - 5tinmes a week 0.5 8.5 3.3
6 - 7 tines a week 97.5 89.7 86.1
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0

6.3 Children aged between 1 and 12 by the nunber of tinmes a week they eat
br eakf ast

Source: Health Survey 1997, Louis Pasteur Scientific Institute of Public Health
- processing by Child and Fanily

Over 9 out of 10 children aged 1-3 and 6-12 eat a hot neal with vegetables every
day or nearly every day. This percentage is lower (80% for children aged 3-6
(see Table 6.4).

Hot neal
1- 3 years 3 - 6 years 6 - 12 years
Less than once or twice a week 1.5 1.5 0.3
1- 2 tines a week 0.6 0.5 0.4
3 - 5tines a week 5.4 17. 3 7.0
6 - 7 tines a week 92.6 80.7 92.3
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0

6.4 Children aged between 1 and 12 by the nunber of hot neals wth vegetables
eaten each week

Source: Health Survey 1997, Louis Pasteur Scientific Institute of Public Health
- processing by Child and Fanily

Table 6.5 shows the consunption of a nunber of food products.

The consunption of vegetables and fresh fruit could certainly be inproved. Mny
children aged 3-6 and 6-12 do not eat fresh fruit every day (25% and 31%
respectively). Many children aged over 3 eat fewer than 2 portions of vegetables
or fresh fruit a day (al nost 509% .

There are different guidelines on mlk consunption according to whether the
children are very young or rather older: full-cream mlk is recomended for
children under 5, and seni-skimed milk for children over 5. Daily consunption
by 52% of children aged 1-3 of mlk with a reduced fat content is unhealthy; nor
does the consunption by 30% of children aged 6-12 of full-creammlk accord with
the guidelines on healthy nutrition

The consunption of brown bread should certainly be increased. Around half the
children still usually eat white bread.

Fat should not be restricted in the diets of children under 5. Sandw ches shoul d
be spread with nargarine (not butter) and neals should be prepared wth
margarine or oil. Table 6.5 shows that fromthis point of view, the nutrition of
many children aged 1-3 can be described as unhealthy: no fat is used in
sandwi ches (55.1%, or butter is wused (14.7%. Wth regard to cooking, it
appears that only in the case of a limted nunber of children is no fat added
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(5.5%, but in the case of a rather |arger nunmber of children (11.5%, butter is
used.

There is very heavy consunption of snacks and sugary drinks: 60% of children
aged 1-3 consune these every day, and the figure is actually around 90% for
ol der children

Nutrition

1 - 3 years 3 - 6 years 6 - 12 years

Consunption of neat or poultry

Less than once a week 1.4 0.0 0.0
At | east once a week 20. 3 23.7 9.9
(Al nmost) every day 78.3 76.3 90.1
Consunption of fish

Less than once a week 47.9 20.5 29.8
At | east once a week 52.1 79.5 69.9
(Al nost) every day 0.0 0.0 0.3
Consunption of fresh fruit

Less than once a week 4.7 7.1 7.0
At | east once a week 11.7 18.1 24.1
(Al nost) every day 83.6 74.8 68.9
Consunption of vegetables or fresh fruit

Fewer than 2 portions a day 27.5 48. 8 49.9
2 portions or nore a day 72.5 51.2 50.1
Consunption of dairy products with a reduced fat content

Less than once a week 40.0 36.7 32.7
At | east once a week 8.2 7.6 11.2
(Al nmost) every day 51.9 55.7 56.0
Consunption of full-creamdairy products

Less than once a week 63.7 57.5 60. 7
At | east once a week 4.3 3.0 9.7
(Al nost) every day 32.0 39.5 29.6
Consunption of bread

Usual Iy white bread 44. 8 51.6 42. 6
Usual Iy brown bread 55.2 48. 4 57.5
Use of fat on bread

None 55.1 24.3 30.7
Butter 14.7 20.9 21.9
Mar gari ne 21.7 33.5 24.8
D et nmargarine 8.5 18.0 21.4
O her 0.0 3.2 1.3
Use of fat in cooking

None 5.5 0.0 0.8
Butter 11.5 17. 4 12. 4
Mar gari ne 57.4 52.5 57.9
al 18.7 20. 3 14.5
O her 0.0 0.0 0.6
Butter and margari ne 4.3 4.7 2.1
Mar gari ne and oil 2.6 3.9 6.7
Di et product 0.0 1.2 5.0
Consunption of snacks or sugary drinks

Less than once a week 22.6 2.8 1.5
At | east once a week 17.8 6.6 10.0
(Al nost) every day 59.6 90.7 88.5

6.5 Children aged between 1 and 12 by the consunption of a nunber of food
products

Source: Health Survey 1997, Louis Pasteur Scientific Institute of Public Health
- processing by Child and Fanily

3. Safe sleeping habits

The risk of cot death (see also Chapter 5, section 3.2) can be greatly reduced
by taking a few very sinple precautions. The first point is the baby's sl eeping
position. It is recomended that babies should always be put down to sleep on
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their backs. Tenperature 1is another inportant point to consider, wth
recommendations on the ideal tenperature for the room in which the baby sl eeps
and on clothing and bedding (parents are advised against using duvets and
pillows). Parents are al so advised to have the baby sl eep where they can keep an
eye on him Snoking is another inportant consideration (see also section 7).

These recomendations are already being observed to quite a large extent in
Fl anders and there has been a considerable inprovenent since 1994, the year when
Child and Fanily started to give systematic advi ce about “safe sl eeping habits”.

By the autumm of 2000, 61% of babies under the age of 10 nonths al ways slept on
their backs. However, sleeping on the side is still quite conmon for babies
under 3 nonths. Al nost 78% of nmothers with a baby under the age of 10 nonths
follow the advice not to use duvets. The tenperature of the room in which the

baby sleeps is still not good, with over half of the babies still sleeping in a
roomthat is too warm The advice to put babies down to sleep in the living room
in the daytine is followed by over 55% At night parents still prefer to put the

baby in his own bedroom whereas the recomendation is that they should sleep in
the parents' bedroom (see Table 6.6).

Sl eepi ng situation

1994 1995 2000
Sl eepi ng position
Al ways on back 29.6 45. 1 61.2
Al ways on si de 26.8 23.7 10.0
Al ways on tumy 20.7 9.0 4.3
O her 22.9 22.1 24.5
Use of duvet at night
Never use a duvet 30.8 45.0 77.9
Use of pillow
Never use a pillow 87.6 90.5 91.6
Tenperature of room baby sleeps in during the day
Bel ow i deal tenperature 8.6 7.6 3.2
| deal tenperature 40. 8 44.5 45. 4
Above ideal tenperature 50.6 47.9 51.4
Pl ace where baby sl eeps during the day
Li vi ng room 48. 6 52.0 55.9
Omn bedr oom 38.0 36. 8 33.5
Pl ace where baby sl eeps at ni ght
Own bedr oom 59.7 59.7 64. 6
Parents' bedroom 28.2 28. 4 29.8
O her 12. 2 11.9 5.7
Super vi si on
Parent al ways checks if baby cries hard 69.5 73.8 73.3
Snoki ng
Someone in the house snokes NA NA 14.6
Soneone in the house snokes in the child' s presence NA NA 7.5

6.6 Sleeping situation of babies under 10 nmonths (first-borns only)

Source: Child and Famly — surveys of the sleeping situation of babies, 1994,
1995 and 2000

NA: not avail able

4. Do children get enough sl eep?

As children grow up, they sleep for fewer hours. In the first year of life nost
babi es sleep for 14 to 16 hours.

In the second year of life nost children sleep for 12 to 16 hours. From the age
of 3, the majority of children sleep for between 10 and 12 hours (see Figure
6.7).

Chil dren under the age of 12 nonths need nore than 14 hours' sleep*. Al nost 31%
of children under the age of 1 are sleeping for less than 14 hours. Children
aged between 1 and 2 need 13 hours' sleep or nore. Alnobst 17% of children of
this age group are sleeping for less than 12 hours. Children aged between 3 and
9 years need between 12 (at 3 years) and 10 (at 9 years) hours' sleep. The
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nunber of children in this age group getting |less than 10 hours' sleep is 4% of
the three-year-olds, increasing to 13.3% of the eight-year-olds and 31.1% of the
ni ne-year-olds. At the age of 10 to 12, children need about 9% to 9% hours.

* Sleep requirenents in childhood. Nel son Textbook of Pediatrics, 15th edition

Sleep
100
90 4
80 4
70 J W Less than 8 hours
8 to 9 hours
60 - -
@9 to 10 hours
X 50 4
W10 to 12 hours
40 A
12 to 14 hours
30 4 W 14 to 16 hours
20 @16 to 18 hours
10 - @ More than 18 hours
0 -
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
years years years years years years years years years years years years

6.7 Children aged under 12: nunmber of hours’ sleep per child per day, by age
(per cent ages)

Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999. Processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

5. Vaccination rates

Vaccination is one of the nost inmportant and successful instrunments of
protection agai nst chil dhood di seases.

The generally avail able programe of vaccination for young children in Flanders
i ncl udes vaccination against polionyelitis, diphtherial/tetanus/whooping cough
(DTP), Haenophilus influenzae type B, hepatitis B, and neasl es/ nunps/rubell a.

In Flanders, the vaccination policy is inplenmented by various bodies, but as yet
there are no full central records of the vaccines adm ni stered.

However, in 1999 the vaccination rate was established using a survey based on a
random sanple. A sanple study has revealed the vaccination rate anong children
aged 18 to 24 nonths in Fl anders.

The rate of vaccination against polio is good, as is that against DTP, except
for the repeat vaccination (DTP4). The rates are too low in the case of
vacci nation against H B, hepatitis B and neasl es/ munps/rubella (see Table 6. 8).

If we are to contribute effectively to eradicating infectious diseases, the
followi ng vaccination rates nust be achieved in the population: 80-86% for
polio, 80-85% for diphtheria, 92-95% for whooping cough, 95% for Haenophil us
i nfl uenzae type B, 92-95% for neasles, 90-92% for nunps and 85-87% for rubella
(WHO) .

Vacci nati on rates*

Pol i onyelitis
Polio 1 99. 2
Polio 2 98. 9
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Polio 3 96. 2
Di pht heri a/t et anus/ whoopi ng cough
DTP 1 95.7
DTP 2 95. 4
DTP 3 94.5
DTP 4 89. 2
Haenophi | us i nfluenzae type B

HB 1 85.5
H B 2 84. 4
H B 3 82.6
H B 4 73.9
Hepatitis B

Hep 1 74. 2
Hep 2 73. 4
Hep 3 68. 4
Hep 4 15.1
Measl es/ nunps/rubel | a

MVR 83. 4

6.8 Vaccination rates in children aged 18 to 24 nonths in Flanders - 1999
Source: Vaccination rates in Flanders, VUB - U A
* per 100 children

6. Use of therapeutic drugs

Cenerally speaking, the use of therapeutic drugs has increased steadily in
Bel gi um si nce 1980.

Consi derable use is also made of therapeutic drugs for young children. Around
23% of children (Region of Flanders) took prescribed nedication in the 2-week
peri od surveyed. This percentage falls as the child grows up, from 32% of
children under 12 nmonths to 18% of children aged 6-12 (see Table 6.9).

Use of therapeutic drugs

0 years 32.3
1 - 3 years 27.3
3 - 6 years 23.1
6 - 12 years 18. 4
Tot al 22.6

6.9 Percentages of children taking prescribed nedication in a 2-week period -
Regi on of Fl anders

Source: Health Survey 1997, Louis Pasteur Scientific Institute of Public Health
- processing by Child and Fanily

7. A snoke-free environnment for the young child?

The detrinmental consequences of active snoking for public health are well known.
Various surveys have also shown the risks of passive exposure to tobacco snoke.
These are an increased risk of lung cancer, irritation of the nucous nenbranes
of the eyes and the bronchial tubes, with coughing and asthma as synptons, and,
al though this is less clear, an influence on cardi ovascul ar di sorders. For young
children, there is also an increased risk of cot death and nore obvious effects
on respiration.

7.1. Snoking in the presence of babies under the age of 10 nonths

A random sanple of 2000 families with a first-born child under the age of 10
nmont hs was surveyed i n Decenber 2000. The survey found that 7.5% of the children
were exposed to snoke in their own honmes. In 5 6% of the cases the parents
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snoked; in 1.9% only visitors snoked. 12.3% of the babies aged under 10 nonths
were exposed to snoke outside the hone (see Table 6.10).

Fat hers snmoke in the presence of their child rather nore often than nothers (see
Table 6.11).

Children with a “young” nother — younger than 25 — are nore likely to be exposed
to snoke. There is also a trend towards nore frequent passive snoking anmong very
young children if the nother followed a course of technical or vocational
educati on.

It certainly cannot be assumed from this that only a very limted nunber of
fathers and nothers of very young children are active snokers.

The sanme questionnaire also asked whether anyone in the hone snokes and who.
Around 7.7% of nothers and 10.3% of fathers snoke in the hone (see Tables 6.12
and 6.13).

Passi ve snoki ng

Yes, through parents who snoke, whether or not conbined with
visitors who snoke and ot her snmokers outside the hone 5.6
Yes, only through visitors who snoke, whether or not conbined wth
9

ot her snokers outside the hone 1.
Yes, only exposed to others snoki ng outside the hone 12.3
No 80.3
Tot al 100.0

6.10 Percentage of children under the age of 10 nonths exposed to passive
snoking (only first-borns) in the Region of Flanders — 2000
Source: Child and Fanmily, The sleeping situation of babies in Flanders, 2000

Passi ve snoki ng: who snokes?

Only not her

Only father

Mot her and f at her

Mot her and soneone el se

Fat her and soneone el se

Mot her, father and soneone el se
Total snoking nothers 3
Total snoking fathers 4.

POORREO
00 UTW W A

Only other residents in the hone

Only visitors and other residents in the hone
Only visitors or other persons in the hone
Only others outside the home

=
NEPRO
woohs

6.11 Who snokes in the presence of the very young child? — percentage of the
total group of children (first-born babies under the age of 10 nonths) — 2000
Source: Child and Fanmily, The sleeping situation of babies in Flanders, 2000

Snmoking in the hone

Yes 14. 6
No 85.4
Tot al 100.0

6.12 Percentage of babies under the age of 10 nonths who live in a honme where
soneone snokes (only first-borns) — 2000
Source: Child and Fanmily, The sleeping situation of babies in Flanders, 2000

Snmoki ng in the honme: who snokes?
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Only not her

Only father

Mot her and f at her

Mot her and soneone el se

Fat her and soneone el se

Mot her, father and soneone el se

RPOORRE
NAOWR O

Total snoking nothers 7.7

Total snoking fathers 10. 3

Only other residents in the hone
Visitors or other persons in the home

o
[FN

6. 13 Percentage of babies under the age of 10 nmonths who live in a hone where
sonmeone snokes (only first-borns) — 2000
Source: Child and Fanmily, The sleeping situation of babies in Flanders, 2000

7.2. Snoking patterns of parents of children aged up to 12 years
Data fromthe Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds show that the situation is worse
for children aged up to 12 years than it is for babies under the age of 10
mont hs. Over 20% of children under the age of 12 have a nother who snobkes every
day and over 1 in 3 have a father who snokes every day. Table 6.14 shows that
about 15% of nothers and about 18% of father have stopped snoking.

Snoki ng patterns of parents

Children Children Chi l dren Tot a

aged aged 3-6 aged 7-12

under 3
Mot her
Snokes every day 16. 3 19. 6 25.3 21.7
Snokes occasional |y 6.7 11.7 7.4 8.7
Does not snoke but used to snoke 16. 3 15.0 14.9 15.2
Does not snoke and has never snpked 60. 7 53.8 52.4 54.4
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Fat her
Snokes every day 36.2 33.6 37.5 36.0
Snokes occasional ly 5.5 5.4 3.5 4.5
Does not snoke but used to snoke 15.0 22.0 17. 4 18. 4
Does not snoke and has never snpked 43.3 39.0 41.6 41.1
Tot al 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

6.14 Children under the age of 12: snoking patterns of nother and father
Source: Panel Study of Bel gi an Househol ds - year of observation 1999, processed
on behalf of Child and Fanily

8. The European cont ext

8.1. Breast-feeding

Al t hough breast-feeding has increased, Flanders is certainly not I|eading the
field. The percentage of babies who are breast-fed as their first food is higher
in the French Community and in the Netherlands. It is lower in the UK (England
and Wal es) (see Table 6.15). For the Netherlands, data are al so available on the
duration of breast-feeding. 57.3% of babies are still being breast-fed at 6
weeks, 45.4%at 3 nonths and 24.0% at 6 nonths (period 1998-2000).
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According to a WHO report, the incidence of breast-feeding is much higher in the
Scandi navi an countries. In Sweden, 90% of babies are still being breast-fed at
the age of 3 nonths; and at the age of 6 nonths it is still over 60%

Br east - f eedi ng

1990 1995 1999 2000 2001
Regi on of Fl anders NA NA 62.0 63.0 65.5
French Conmunity 63. 8* 68.5 71.6 73.0
The Net herl ands 70.3 69.1 69. 4 69. 4
Engl and and Wl es 62.0
Scot | and 41.0

6.15 Percentage of babies who are initially breast-fed in certain European
countries

Sources: Child and Famly - | KARCS

ONE, Banque de Données Madi co- Soci al es, report 2000

Central Bureau of Statistics, Statline, the Netherlands

BMJ Bookshop. com (United Ki ngdom

* 1991 figures

NA: not avail able

8.2. Vaccination rates

Rat es of vacci nation against polio and DTP are good in nbst European countries.
In the Region of Flanders and in Gernany, vaccination rates for H B are |ower
than for DIP. There are quite wide variations with respect to neasles. The
Regi on of Flanders, Gernany, the United Kingdom and especially Italy score | ow
In France, the Netherlands and Sweden, the rates of vaccination agai nst neasles
are the sanme as for polio and DIP (see Table 6.16).

Vacci nati on rates

Polio 3 DTP 3 H B 3 Measl es
Regi on of Flanders (1999) 96. 3 94.5 82.6 83.4
Ger many (2000) 95 97 79 89
France (1999) 97 96 NA 97
Uni t ed Ki ngdom (2000) 92 92 92 88
Italy (1999) 97 95 NA 70
The Net herl ands (1999) 97 97 96 96
Sweden (2000) 99 99 98 98

6.16 Percentages of children who have had polio 3, DTP3, H B 3 or neasles
vacci nes

Sources: Vaccination rates in Flanders, VUB - UA

UNI CEF, Country Statistics, 1999

WHO, Vacci nes and Biol ogicals, dobal 2001 Sunmary Country Profile

NA: not avail able
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