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Quality 
informed by 

high 
expectations 

Access: 
available, affordable 
for all; encourages 
participation and 

strengthens 
inclusion;  

embraces diversity  

Workforce: 
professional and 

well-qualified; 
strong leadership; 
supportive working 

conditions 

Evaluation 
and 

Monitoring: 
regular and 

transparent; in the 
best interest of the 

child; effective use for 
policy development 

Governance 
and funding: 

coordinated legislation 
and funding; 

responsibilities clear; 
collaboration 

encouraged; progress 
towards universal legal 

entitlement  

Curriculum: 
holistic; flexible; 

requires 
collaboration; 

improved/revised 
regularly 

Structure of the Key  
Principles for  
a Quality  Framewor k 

Image and 
Voice of the 
Child 

Partnership 
 

Process Quality 
 

Competent 
System 
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Main topics of Key data  
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FUNDING 

Free provision,  

targeted subsidies 

WORKFORCE  
Initial training  

CPD 
Career  

EDUCATIONAL  
GUIDELINES  

Holistic approach  
Targeted support  

MONITORING,  
EVALUATION  

GOVERNANCE 
Policy coordination  

GREATEST BENEFITS FOR ALL CHILDREN 

Intensive verbal interactions 

Cognitive stimulation 

Encouraging climate, safe environment 

Socialisation, physical development 

Guarantee to an  
affordable place  
(enough provision)  
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Accessibility: 
Participation in 
ECEC at age 4  

Malta 100

France 99.7

Netherlands 99.3

Italy 98.9

Ireland 98.8

Denmark 98.1

Belgium 95.1

Luxembourg 94.5

Spain 94

United Kingdom 93.9

Germany 93.6

Sweden 92.7

Portugal 92.6

Hungary 90.7

EU 28 90.7

Austria 89.2

Slovenia 88.8

Latvia 88.2

Estonia

Bulgaria 86.7

Czech Republic 84.7

Romania 81.8

Lithuania 79.8

Poland 79.4

Cyprus 76.6

Slovakia 71.1

Greece 69.8

Finland 68.2

Croatia 66.8

Participation in early childhood education, 2012 (%) Evolution 2009-2012 (% relative change)
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33% 

Participation rates 
of children under 
the age of 3  
in ECEC, by hours 
per week, 2011  


